
Close contact (2) with lab-confirmed 
2019 -nCoV case within 14 days of 
symptom onset?

History of travel from Hubei Province 
within 14 days of symptom onset?

History of travel from mainland China 
within 14 days of symptom onset?

At least one of the following?

-Fever (1)
-Lower respiratory symptom(s)              
e.g. cough, difficulty breathing

Does not qualify for testing 
at this time.  Close contacts 
of lab-confirmed cases will 
be monitored for 14 days 
after last exposure. 
Individuals or healthcare 
providers contact SCCHD to 
arrange for self-monitoring 
and/or quarantine 
parameters

Do they have:

-Fever (1) AND
-Lower respiratory symptom(s)                        
e.g. cough, difficulty breathing

Does not qualify for testing at this 
time. Individuals or healthcare 
providers contact SCCHD to arrange 
for self-monitoring and/or 
quarantine parameters Do they have:

- Fever (1) AND
--Lower respiratory symptom(s) 
e.g. cough, difficulty breathing

Does not qualify for testing at 
this time.  Individuals are directed 
to self-monitor for clinically 
compatible symptoms within 14 
days of last exposure and consult 
a healthcare provider if symptoms 
develop (or worsen in the case 
that someone has already been 
evaluated for nCoV).
Individuals or healthcare 
providers should SCCHD to 
arrange for self-monitoring and/
or quarantine parameters

Do their signs/symptoms          
require hospitalization?
e.g. pneumonia, ARDS?              
Note: for individuals being 
monitored by public health, 
hospitalization may not be 
required for testing.     
Consult SCCHD.

      PATIENT UNDER INVESTIGATION (PUI)

- Call St. Clair County Health Department                                    
(810) 987-5300  (see contact info below)

- Complete PUI Form.

- Collect serum, lower respiratory, and upper                    
respiratory specimens to be sent to the BOL.  

- Use Standard Precautions, Contact 
Precautions, Airborne Precautions and eye 
protection.

- Test for other respiratory pathogens.

                                                               -----     CONTACT    ----

 St. Clair County Health Department – Preventive Health and Immunizations:  (810) 987-5300

  -or-  After-hours refer to your office’s  SCCHD Routine and After-Hours Emergency Contact List               

  -or-  St. Clair County Central Dispatch:  (810) 985-8115 and the call is forwarded to a SCCHD official 

                   

                    MDHHS and SCCHD 2019-nCoV Interim Standard Operating Procedures         

Evaluation of Patients Under Investigation (PUI) for 2019-nCoV
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(1) Fever may be subjective or confirmed.  (2) Close contact is defined as;  a) being within approximately 6 feet (2 meters), or within the room or care area, of a nCoV case  for 
a prolonged period of time while not wearing recommended personal protective equipment or PPE (e.g. gowns, gloves, NIOSH-certified disposable N95 respirator, eye 
protection); close contact can include caring for, living with, visiting, or sharing a health care waiting area or room with a nCoV case –or-  b) having direct contact with 
infectious secretions of a nCoV case (e.g., being coughed on) while not wearing recommended personal protective equipment.  

current as of: 2/6/2020



Flowchart to Identify and Assess 2019 Novel Coronavirus
For the evaluation of patients who may be ill with or who may have been 
exposed to 2019 Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) 

U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 

* �Documentation of laboratory-confirmation of 2019-nCoV may not be possible for travelers or persons caring for patients in other countries. For more 
clarification on the definition for close contact see CDC’s Interim Guidance for Healthcare Professionals: www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/hcp/
clinical-criteria.html 

A.
Identify

if in the past 14 days since first onset of symptoms a history of either

Travel to China OR Close contact with
a person known to have 

2019-nCoV illness*

B.
AND the person has

Fever or symptoms of lower respiratory illness 
(e.g., cough or shortness of breath)

if both exposure and illness are present 


1.

Isolate
� Place facemask on patient
� Isolate the patient in a private room or a separate area
� Wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE)

2.
Assess clinical status

EXAM
Is fever present?

�� Subjective?
�� Measured? _____°C/F

Is respiratory illness present? 
�� Cough?
�� Shortness of breath?

3.
Inform

� Contact health department to report at-risk patients and their clinical status
� Assess need to collect specimens to test for 2019-nCoV
� Decide disposition

If discharged to home 


Instruct patient

As needed depending on severity of illness and health department consultation

� Home care guidance
� Home isolation guidance

Advise patient
If the patient develops new or worsening fever or respiratory illness

� Call clinic to determine if reevaluation is needed
� If reevaluation is needed call ahead and wear facemask

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/hcp/clinical-criteria.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/hcp/clinical-criteria.html
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