While grading a limited number of indicators, these report cards provide fact-based
information and represent key areas of importance and local trends impacting our
economy, environment and society. While several indicators included in this report can
be interpreted in various ways, the data can be used as an effective public relation tool
for informing people about concerns and accomplishments in certain areas and can be
used to prompt action.

The indicators help to explain the "why" of community approaches as they are used by
governments, businesses and organizations to set goals and measure progress towards
achieving them. The indicators presented are intended to raise awareness of
sustainability in the county, improve our ability to prioritize resources and make sound
decisions for the benefit of our future.
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