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ST. CLAIR COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION: MISSION

The St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission (PARC) is dedicated to providing positive recreational
opportunities for the citizens of St. Clair County and their guests.

The Commission will do so by:

Preparing a Master Recreation Plan for St. Clair County;

Advising the County Board of Commissioners on matters related to the implementation of the Master
Recreation Plan;

Working cooperatively with local, state, and national recreational providers; and

Acquiring, maintaining, and operating quality parks, trails, and recreational facilities.

PARC PROFILE

The St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission (PARC) was formed in 1994 as a department within
St. Clair County government.

PARC is not just about parks. PARC is involved with trails, greenways, blueways, and other recreational
projects that serve all St. Clair County citizens.

PARC properties and projects include Goodells County Park, Fort Gratiot County Park, Bridge to Bay Trail,
Wadhams to Avoca Trail, Columbus County Park, Woodsong County Park, the Fort Gratiot Light Station,
Blue Water River Walk County Park, the Marine City Dredge Cut Access, and the Blueways of St. Clair.

PARC owns two accessible portable stages, called “Showmobiles,” along with two sets of portable
bleachers. These are rented out at a reasonable price to organizations hosting musical, cultural, and
community events.

PARC is currently not involved with campgrounds, golf courses, marinas, boat launches, and other such
activities that are adequately provided by the state, local units of government or by private citizens and
businesses.
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PARC has ten members who represent all parts of St. Clair County, who possess a diverse skill set, and
who serve on seven advisory committees: Acquisitions, Finance, Goodells County Park, Columbus County
Park, Fort Gratiot County Park, Fort Gratiot Light Station, and Trails.

PARC works closely with the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners (BOC), the St. Clair County
Administrator/Controller’s Office, the St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission (MPC), the
Road Commission, and the Drain Commissioner’s Office.

PARC enjoys a cooperative relationship with the St. Clair County Regional Educational Services Agency
(RESA), Michigan State University Extension (MSUE), the St. Clair County 4-H Council and Fair Board, the
Farm Museum, Propbusters remote control model airplane club, Earthkeepers, Can-Am BMX bicycle club,
mountain biking and road biking organizations, hiking groups, and equestrians.

PARC interacts with parks and recreation personnel, as well as elected officials, within local townships,
cities, and villages.

PARC interacts with parks and recreation advocates throughout Michigan, especially with officials in
neighboring counties and Southeast Michigan.

PARC activities are funded through a 0.4956 mil tax, which was approved by County voters in 1994 and
renewed in 1999, 2004, 2010, and 2016. The margin of passage in 2004 was 68.5%. The margin of
renewal in 2010 increased to 71%. In 2016, the renewal passed with nearly 70% approval

PARC uses 75% of the millage funds for countywide projects. The other 25% is distributed to townships,
cities, and villages. Local units of government must demonstrate “maintenance of effort” to assure the
funds are used to expand recreation opportunities rather than supplant existing local funding.

PARC obtains government and foundation grants and donations from businesses, groups, and individuals.
PARC helps local units of government obtain grants for local parks and recreation projects.

The preceding PARC Master Recreation Plan was effective from 2017 through 2021. This updated plan
will be submitted to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) in February 2022 to be
eligible for continued grant funding.

This updated Master Recreation Plan is consistent with the goals and objectives for recreation in the St.
Clair County Master Plan, adopted by the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners on November 17,
2016.

PHILOSOPHY AND FORMAT

Philosophy
This Master Recreation Plan is an update of the 2017-2021 Master Recreation Plan for the St. Clair County Parks
and Recreation Commission.

This update incorporates the primary philosophies of the original 1997-2001 Master Recreation Plan:

To offer workable solutions; and
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e To be objective, yet incorporate legitimate subjective views of local residents, County visitors, and
appointed and elected government officials.

In addition to those basic philosophies, this Master Recreation Plan update strives to continue PARC’s long-
standing tradition of innovation and originality when it comes to County parks and recreation.

Format

This 2022-2026 Master Recreation Plan update follows the format and content required by the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources in Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open
Space, and Greenway Plans, IC 1924, revised April 26, 2021. Sections for this Master Recreation Plan update are
titled based on the required plan sections as detailed under “Preparing the Plan and Plan Content” in the MDNR
Guidelines. The DNR requires all recreation plans to include the following sections:

e Community Description

Administrative Structure

Recreation Inventory

Description of the Planning and Public Input Process
Goals and Objectives

Action Program

PARC has made every attempt possible to comply with the MDNR requirements. Moreover, PARC has included
additional information beyond the MDNR requirements to better frame the recreational needs and
opportunities of St. Clair County citizens.

JURISDICTION AND FOCUS AREA

This 2022-2026 St. Clair County Master Recreation Plan covers all parks and recreation facilities and programs
owned and operated by the St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission, spanning all of St. Clair County
and serving all St. Clair County residents. These facilities include:

Goodells County Park

Fort Gratiot County Park

Fort Gratiot Light Station

Columbus County Park

Woodsong County Park

Blue Water River Walk County Park

North Channel County Park

Wadhams to Avoca Trail

Bridge to Bay Trail

The Blueways of St. Clair (in conjunction with the St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission)

The St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission (PARC) has the responsibility to review and update the
Master Recreation Plan every five years and to consider the conditions and trends affecting recreation. A wide
variety of planning processes and techniques have been utilized in crafting the plan in years past; however,
every update to the plan has been grounded in a desire to document current trends in St. Clair County, to meet
the recreational demands and desires of St. Clair County residents, and to set a promising course for
recreational opportunities for future generations. With each new rendition of the St. Clair County Master
Recreation Plan comes an opportunity to proactively improve the quality of life for St. Clair County’s citizens.
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The St. Clair County Master Recreation Plan is intended to have a lasting impact on the community. Relying on a
strong foundation of data, research, and public input, it is reflective of a county with significant recreational
assets and significant natural resources. While the plan identifies a number of goals and strategies meant to
positively influence the overall quality of life in St. Clair County, it is built on a framework that focuses on action
strategies that can actually be implemented. The vision, goals, and strategies identified in this plan will require
cooperation and collaboration among community leaders and dedicated stakeholders in all sectors of the
community.

COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION

ABOUT ST. CLAIR COUNTY

Located at the base of the thumb area of the lower peninsula of Michigan, St. Clair County is the easternmost of
Michigan’s 83 counties. It's known as the Blue Water Area because its eastern and southern boundaries are
formed by the waters of Lake Huron, the St. Clair River, and Lake St. Clair. The St. Clair River forms a natural
boundary separating Michigan from Ontario, Canada. The river flows south from Lake Huron with its mouth
under the Blue Water Bridge. It continues south to the City of Algonac and the river’s delta which enters Lake St.
Clair. It is also one of the heaviest traveled rivers in the world and is part of the world's longest shipping canal,
the 2,347 mile St. Lawrence Seaway.

Greatly influenced by Lake Huron, St. Clair County offers a temperate climate which has cold winters, hot
summers, and moderate springs and falls. There are 140 miles of shoreline in the county. Within the county,
there are a wide-range of land types and uses, from rural agriculture to urban development to expansive and
beautiful coastline; there is even an international border. Wetlands are scattered throughout the county,
covering approximately 62 square miles, or 8.6% of the county’s land area, but are most prevalent along the
eastern and southern coastlines and along inland rivers. Local governments are comprised of eight cities,
including Port Huron which is the county seat, 23 townships and two villages: Capac and Emmett. Each
municipality maintains its own master plan and zoning ordinance. The various jurisdictions within the county,
along with many other organizations, have proven to be willing to cooperate with one another for the overall
benefit of the region.

St. Clair County is a major international trade gateway between the United States and Canada for the movement
of people and goods across the St. Clair River via the Blue Water Bridges and the international train tunnel. St.
Clair County’s stunning waterways as well as its diverse annual events makes it a tourist destination all year
long. Residents and visitors alike, are attracted to its vast water resources, its scenic landscapes, beautifully
maintained parks, miles of trails, neighborly communities, and its mix of traditional downtowns, and unique rural
character.
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TABLE 1-1: ST. CLAIR COUNTY LAND USE, 2020

Land Use Category Acres Percentage
Agricultural/Rural Residential 347,411 76.08%
Attached Condo Housing 272 0.06%
Cemetery 447 0.10%
Extractive 594 0.13%
Golf Course 2,133 0.47%
Hospitality 586 0.13%
Industrial 2,880 0.63%
Institutional 3,017 0.66%
Medical 338 0.07%
Mixed Use 711 0.16%
Mobile Home 1,596 0.35%
Multiple-Family Housing 574 0.13%
Office 897 0.20%
Parking 110 0.02%
Recreation/Open Space 19,233 4.21%
Retail 2,112 0.46%
Single-Family Housing 26,504 5.80%
Transportation/Communications/Utilities 15,549 3.41%
Vacant 29,145 6.38%
Water 2,526 0.55%
Total Acres 456,635 -

Source: Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG), 2021

The total area of the county is approximately 836.63 square miles, of which 724.37 square miles is land and
112.26 square miles is water. An agricultural/village pattern of land use exists in the western portion of the
county, supporting a rural lifestyle that residents would like to preserve. The predominant land use is agricultural
and rural residential, which covers 76% of the land area. This is followed by single-family residential land at 5%,
then recreation and open space is the next largest use with 4.21%. This part of St. Clair County offers diversity, a
change of view and a change of pace from populated commercial communities that have proliferated along the
county’s eastern and southern waterfront. See table 1-1.

More intense land uses such as commercial, industrial, institutional and transportation are primarily found in the
Port Huron area and to a lesser extent in village areas and in small parcels on major corridors throughout the
county.
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Southeast Michigan Region

I-69 Thumb Region

St. Clair County has 34 units of government including St. Clair County government, 23 townships, eight cities, and
two villages. In addition, the County has seven school districts within its borders. From a regional perspective, St.
Clair County is the northernmost of seven counties in the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments
(SEMCOG). SEMCOG conducts planning studies and maintains a comprehensive database that offers detailed
demographic information to its member communities. These materials have proven to be an authoritative
source for statistical and population-related data that pertains to recreational activities in St. Clair County.

Additionally, St. Clair County is an active partner in the 1-69 Thumb Region (Michigan Prosperity Region 6) along
with Genesee, Huron, Lapeer, Sanilac, Shiawassee, and Tuscola counties.

TOPOGRAPHY

Topography refers to the elevations, relief features, or surface conditions of a geographic area. The
understanding of topography is critical for a number of reasons. In terms of environmental quality, agriculture,
and hydrology, understanding the topography of a region enables the understanding of watershed boundaries,
drainage characteristics, water movement, and impacts on water quality.

The land surface of the county is a glacial landform, with characteristic slopes, substrata, soils, and drainage
conditions, and as a result of these physical factors, certain vegetation evolved and now exist. According to the
United States Geological Survey, St. Clair County is part of the landform called Washtenaw-Maumee Lake Plain.
The county consists primarily of clay soils, along with several one to three mile wide end moraines that have been
reshaped by water and runoff. Beach ridges and small sand dunes are common on the sand channels, which are
visible from Fort Gratiot Township to St. Clair, running parallel to the shoreline.

Elevations throughout the county range from 580 feet to 800 feet above mean sea level. The highest points are
in the glaciated area in the western part of the county, along the Black River in the northern part of the county,
and along Lake Huron and the northern part of the St. Clair River. The lowest part of the county is in the south in
an area known as St. Clair Flats, which is within the Lake St. Clair floodplain.

WATER RESOURCES

St. Clair County is blessed with water resources. The most noticeable of these are Lake Huron, the St. Clair River
and Lake St. Clair, all of which are part of the Great Lakes system. While there are no inland lakes of significant
size, St. Clair County has a bounty of inland rivers. These include:

e 149 miles of primary rivers

e 810 miles of tributaries

The St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission recognizes the county’s abundance of inland rivers and
streams as recreational opportunities for water trails on which canoeists and kayakers can paddle through miles
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of riparian scenery and silence. In 2009, PARC partnered with the St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning
Commission to develop The Blueways of St. Clair. See www.BluewaysofStClair.org for more information.

Lake Huron

Lake Huron is the largest neighboring watercourse. It creates a 12.5-mile shoreline boundary on the northeast
corner of the county and is an integral recreational and economic factor. The cities of Detroit (60 miles south),
Flint (75 miles west), and 90 other communities pump 400 million gallons of water per day from Lake Huron.
Awareness of the quality of the water from Lake Huron and the Great Lakes has been a concern since the mid-
1970s.

Lake St. Clair

Lake St. Clair borders 11.3 miles on the southern corner of St. Clair County and is a recreational haven for
boaters, anglers, and sightseers. The largest fleet of pleasure boats on the Great Lakes is on Lake St. Clair, and
about one-third of all the fish caught on the Great Lakes are caught there.

The largest remaining marshland in the Great Lakes Basin is located in Clay Township and Canada’s Walpole
Island near Lake St. Clair. Environmental concerns abound in this area and are evidenced by beach closings due
to bacterial contamination, visible changes in the lake, and changes to lake plants and animal populations.

St. Clair River

The St. Clair River is 34.3 miles long and borders most of the east side of St. Clair County. The St. Clair River
extends from Lake Huron in the north to Lake St. Clair at the south, where it has an average flow rate of 182,000
cubic feet per second. The City of Port Huron gets its water from the St. Clair River.

Except for a few drains that flow into Lake Huron or Lake St. Clair, the St. Clair River is the receptor of all
drainage basins within St. Clair County and water level fluctuations of two to three feet are common. This
fluctuation, along with rapid currents, causes tree mortality, shoreline erosion, and major alterations to the

PINE RIVER IN ST. CLAIR
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composition and habitat of marshes and wet prairies. Six locations along the St. Clair River and one location
along Lake Huron are monitored monthly to determine water level fluctuations. Water levels are usually lowest
in February, then rise through July and decline through the rest of the year.

The St. Clair River’s current and the frequent passage of large lake freighters provide for unique sightseeing and
tourism opportunities. Shipping has brought infestations of non-indigenous aquatic species that are potentially
detrimental to the environmental health of the river. The St. Clair River Binational Public Advisory Council (BPAC)
is having noteworthy success in improving the quality of both water and habitat in and along the river.

Black River and Mill Creek

The Black River is the major tributary of the St. Clair River. It flows south from the Minden Bog in Sanilac County
and through Port Huron. Along with its major tributary Mill Creek, the Black River drains almost all of the
northern and western parts of St. Clair County.

The river’s watershed (159,930 acres) is the largest in Southeast Michigan and is primarily a broad, flat plain
bounded on three sides by hills ranging from 20 to 100 feet high. The Black River offers limited recreational use
due to easily eroded clay soils. Traditionally, the river has afforded high-quality fishing, but fish populations have
diminished and become almost nonexistent in recent decades.

Pine River

The Pine River is a tributary of the St. Clair River and is the largest watershed (126,110 acres) fully contained
within St. Clair County. It flows through relatively flat land from the central part of the county and through the
City of St. Clair.

Belle River

The Belle River is also a tributary of the St. Clair River. With its headwaters in Lapeer County, it begins in the
west central part of St. Clair County, passes a short distance through a corner of Macomb County, then continues
southeast through Marine City, draining 83,000 acres of relatively flat land.

Clinton River
In addition to these watercourses within St. Clair County, the North Branch of the Clinton River drains 8,600 acres
in the southwest part of the county, even though the river does not physically flow through the county.

SHORELINE

St. Clair County has a total of 58 miles of shoreline along Lake Huron, the St. Clair River and Lake St. Clair. Most
of this shoreline either has been developed or is not suitable for development. Much of this shoreline, especially
along the St. Clair River, has been stabilized with seawalls.

The undeveloped or recreational parts of the shoreline provide places for walking and/or fishing. Most walkways
along the river are developed and stabilized.

The Lake Huron shoreline is 12.5 miles, just over a mile of which is accessible through state and municipal parks.
The St. Clair River shoreline is 34.3 miles, most of which lacks natural beaches, but is good for scuba diving,
boating, waterskiing, fishing, paddling and sailing. A significant amount of the shoreline has local parks and
walkways for walking, rollerblading, and biking.
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The 11.3 miles of Lake St. Clair shoreline is densely populated with residential development and limited public
access beaches. However, more than 20 public boat ramps and marinas provide boaters with access to Lake St.
Clair.

WETLANDS

According to the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), wetlands are areas where water covers
the soil, or is present either at or near the surface of the soil all year or for varying periods of time during the year,
including during the growing season. Water saturation largely determines how the soil develops and the types of
plant and animal communities living in and on the soil. Wetlands may support both aquatic and terrestrial
species.

Wetlands are scattered throughout the county covering approximately 62 square miles, or 8.6% of the county’s
land area, but are most prevalent along the eastern and southern coastlines and along inland rivers. They are
often covered with lowland-hardwoods, lowland-conifers, shrub or scrub growth, or aquatic beds. Wetlands are
essential to St. Clair County communities as they help to maintain the delicate balance of the ecosystem.
Wetlands serve as sponges, absorbing excess runoff during rain events. As the water infiltrates, it is cleansed
using the natural filtration capability of the plants and soils. Wetlands also retain moisture for much of the
growing season, endowing nearby plant communities with water and recharging underlying groundwater
supplies.

CLIMATE

The climate of St. Clair County is temperate with cold winters, hot summers, and moderate springs and falls.
® January average low temperature: 18 degrees Fahrenheit

January average high temperature: 32 degrees Fahrenheit

July average low temperature: 59 degrees Fahrenheit

July average high temperature: 81 degrees Fahrenheit

Average days below 0 degrees: 5

Average days above 90 degrees: 6

Annual Precipitation: 121.5 days

Average annual rainfall: 34 inches

Average annual snowfall: 35 inches

Growing season: 170 days

Climate refers to the weather pattern that can be expected in a geographical region, based on the average
weather for a month or season in previous years. Weather conditions affect the community’s economic base.
Variations in average conditions, especially during the summer months, can cause fluctuations in tourism and
outdoor recreation activities, upon which the local economy is dependent. Prevailing winds determine lakeshore
and sand dune erosion patterns, which impose limitations on development along the Lake Huron shore.

The Great Lakes are a major control factor on the climate for the Midwest; however, St. Clair County is generally
affected less by climate because of its southeastern location in the state. The most obvious effect of the lakes on
the county is the increased percentage of cloud cover in late fall and early winter, when prevailing westerly winds
move cold air across the warmer lake water. In addition, the county’s southeastern location within Michigan
provides it with five to ten percent more sunshine that those counties at the same latitude on the western side of
the state.
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WILDLIFE

St. Clair County’s wetlands, shoals, open waters, rural areas, woodlands and some urban land provide
ecosystems that have appropriate soils and food to support a wide variety of plant and animal species. Certain
animal species spark the interests of hunters, trappers, and people who enjoy viewing wildlife. Wildlife species in
St. Clair County include whitetail deer, cottontail rabbit, fox squirrel, gray squirrel, raccoon, skunk, fox, coyote,
beaver, muskrat, badger, opossum, pheasant, quail, ruffed grouse, crow, woodcock, wild turkey, ducks, geese,
eagles, crows, swans, and others.

The Great Lakes Basin is also a major flyway for thousands of North American waterfowl and a breeding territory
for several hundred species. For this reason, bird watching is a popular recreational activity in St. Clair County.
The fact that many bird species are highly visible and easily documented within St. Clair County indicates the
county is rich with wildlife habitat, not only for birds but for less noticeable vertebrate, invertebrate and micro-
organic species. This is especially true in aquatic places, on publicly-owned land and along the edges of
agricultural acreage.

Fishing

Lake Huron, the St. Clair River and Lake St. Clair are the most popular fishing sites in St. Clair County. Here anglers
catch brown trout, lake trout, steelhead, salmon, smelt, walleye, perch, bass, pike, muskellunge, carp, catfish,
and panfish. The inland rivers have also been historically good fishing areas and continue to be a source of
recreation for many anglers.
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According to Friends of the St. Clair River, the Detroit River, Lake St. Clair, and the St. Clair River support the
largest remaining population of free-ranging lake sturgeon. Of the many historically known spawning sites, only
two are known to be active, and both are in the St. Clair River. The lake sturgeon is the largest fish and the only
sturgeon found in the Great Lakes. Lake sturgeon are bottom feeders, eating a variety of small animals and fish.
Geological records indicate that the lake sturgeon we see today are virtually unchanged from fossil lake sturgeon
from over 100 million years ago.

Threatened and Endangered Species

Rare plant communities and many threatened or endangered animals can be found in wet, moderately wet, and
dry sand prairies of St. Clair County. Originally, such land forms ranged extensively throughout the county but
have been supplanted by commercial and residential development. Now, such plants and animals are found
primarily on state-owned land.
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PARC BACKGROUND

Most cities, villages, and townships in St. Clair County provide park areas and open spaces that are designed to
meet their community’s basic recreational needs. However, most communities would face considerable financial
and personnel challenges if asked to satisfy recreational needs that require expansive and natural settings, special
use facilities, or “resource-oriented” parks outside their corporate limits. As a result, such facilities are generally
the responsibility of county and state government.

For this reason, the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners (BOC) formed the Parks and Recreation Advisory
Committee (PRAC) in 1993 to serve as an advisory group for countywide recreation endeavors.

In 1994, the St. Clair County government took further steps to structure how it would deliver parks and recreation
services when it converted PRAC from advisory status to commission status by creating the St. Clair County Parks
and Recreation Commission (PARC).

County government also secured voter support for a one-half (.5) mill property tax in 1994 and made a
commitment to distribute 25% of the parks and recreation millage revenue to local units of government to help
finance local recreation efforts.

In 1995, St. Clair County hired a full-time parks and recreation director.

In 1997, PARC developed an ambitious - yet realistic - Master Recreation Plan to provide park services to all

county residents. The Master Recreation Plan has subsequently been reviewed and updated in 2002, 2007, 2012,
and 2017.
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MASTER RECREATION PLAN HISTORY

1997-2001 Master Recreation Plan

The St. Clair County 1997-2001 Master Recreation Plan identified essential issues, defined the County’s role in
parks and recreation programs, and established PARC’s goals and objectives. It placed a primary emphasis on
improving the year-round functionality of Goodells County Park, which, at that time, was the only public park
property owned by St. Clair County. It gave secondary, yet significant, status to two County trail projects: the
Bridge to Bay Trail and the Wadhams to Avoca Trail.

With a few minor exceptions, all of the 1997-2001 plan’s goals and objectives were met. PARC initiated projects
beyond the specific details, yet well within the prescribed scope, of the Master Recreation Plan. PARC listened to
citizen suggestions and communicated and cooperated with government agencies within St. Clair County and
neighboring counties in order to accomplish its goals.

2002-2006 Master Recreation Plan

In 2002, PARC went to the public and asked for suggestions for parks and recreation activities and projects.
Those comments, as well as recommendations by PARC members and other members of St. Clair County
government, were the backbone of the plan update. The plan detailed PARC goals defined by six categories:
Administrative, Financial, Goodells County Park, Bridge to Bay Trail, Wadhams to Avoca Trail, and Acquisitions.

2007-2011 Master Recreation Plan

The 2007-2011 Master Recreation Plan was considered a “light” update of the 2002-2006.Master Recreation
Plan. In 2007, PARC facilitated a series of public input events to validate existing goals and objectives, as well as
to develop goals for newly acquired properties that ultimately became Fort Gratiot County Park and Columbus
County Park.

The 2007-2011 Master Recreation Plan had six categories of goals: Administration, Financial, Goodells County
Park, Fort Gratiot County Park, Greenways and Trails, and Acquisitions. In general, the plan focused on
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continuing the master development plans for Goodells County Park and Fort Gratiot County Park, and had an
increased emphasis on the development of greenways and trails.

2012-2016 Master Recreation Plan

The 2012-2016 Master Recreation Plan included ten categories of goals: Administrative, General Facilities,
Financial, Goodells County Park, Fort Gratiot County Park, Columbus County Park, Woodsong County Park, Fort
Gratiot Light Station, Greenways and Blueways, and Acquisitions. The plan was focused on newly acquired park
properties (Columbus, Woodsong, and the Fort Gratiot Light Station). It was also a plan developed with heavy
public involvement, including a countywide survey managed by the St. Clair County Regional Educational Service
Agency (RESA).

Priority capital improvement projects in the 2012-2016 Master Recreation Plan included the Blue Water River
Walk land acquisition and trail development, the Light Station entrance and parking lot improvements, and the
replacement of the Quonset Hut building at Goodells County Park.

2017-2021 Master Recreation Plan

The 2017-2021 Master Recreation Plan was a continuation of the previous plan, which focused on new
recreation assets such as the Blue Water River Walk and Wetlands County Park, the beginnings of a collaborative
approach to planning and implementing the regional trail network, and acquiring property along the North
Channel of the St. Clair River for a new County park in the southern part of the county.

BLUE WATER RIVER WALK COUNTY PARK

SRR i

BLUE WATER RIVER.WALK COUNTY PARK
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2022-2026 Master Recreation Plan

Now, as PARC enters the next five years of operation, it continues to work in concert with the St. Clair County
Transportation Study (SCCOTS), St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission (MPC), local government
officials, and the general public to garner input and suggestions for PARC facilities and countywide trails and
greenways to further define the county’s role in parks and recreation programs. Public involvement for the
development of this plan included a County leadership survey, an online countywide survey, and the use of
social media. More information on the public planning process can be found in Chapter 4.

The 2022-2026 Master Recreation Plan includes goals for six strategic focal areas:
e Administration
e Finance
e Parkland
e Facilities and Infrastructure
e Greenways and Blueways
e Places and Spaces

For more information on these strategic focal areas and current PARC goals, see Chapter 5.

PARC FUNCTIONS

Throughout the years prior to the establishment of the St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission, many
local units of government allocated funding for parks and recreation facilities and programs. This was
especially true of the cities and villages. A few townships gave parks and recreation a low or non-priority status.

Since the passage of the countywide millage to support parks and recreation functions, the County has
returned 25% of the millage money to the local units of government to be used, at the discretion of local
officials, for parks and recreation activities within their respective communities.

When communities receive these funds, they must show evidence of “maintenance of effort” to assure the
funding is used to expand opportunities rather than supplant existing local funding. In many cases, the local
units of government have utilized a portion of their local distribution as local match money to leverage grants
from state and federal agencies or private philanthropic foundations.

While it is necessary to acknowledge the recreational endeavors of local units of government, the primary focus
of this Master Recreation Plan document will be on countywide activities falling under the administration of the
St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission.

PARC RESPONSIBILITIES

The general purposes of the Parks and Recreation Commission are:

e To study and determine the extent of need for parks, preserves, parkways, recreation and other
conservation facilities within the county.

e To develop cooperative planning efforts with the various cities, villages, townships and school districts
concerned with parks, recreation and conservation services.

e To serve as an information center for local parks and recreation commissions.

e To prepare and recommend to the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners, the adoption of a
comprehensive, coordinated countywide parks and recreation plan.
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e To assure that acquisition and development consistently strive to include all citizens through attention to
ADA guidelines.

The St. Clair County Board of Commissioners has charged the Parks and Recreation Commission with the
responsibility for development and stewardship of recreational areas that serve a countywide population. PARC
has chosen to place primary emphasis on spaces and facilities that, because of cost, location, or nature, are
beyond those that can be reasonably provided by individual cities, township, and villages.

In that regard, PARC is responsible for:
e |dentifying park, recreation, open space, and conservation needs in St. Clair County.
e Acquisition, development, operation, and stewardship of lands and facilities designated for parks and
recreation uses by all county citizens or visitors.
e Developing cooperative planning efforts with, providing technical assistance to, and serving as an
information center for 33 local units of government and St. Clair County government departments.

PARC currently is not involved with projects and activities that are already being adequately provided by local
communities and private entities, such as golf courses, marinas, boat ramps, campgrounds, baseball and softball
diamonds, soccer fields, and other traditional athletic facilities.

PARC financially supports endeavors that are designed to serve a countywide constituency, including out-of-
county visitors and tourists.

PARC MEMBERS

PARC is a policy making body comprised of ten members. Four of the ten members are designated appointees,
or their delegates, by statute. These are:

e Chairperson or member of the St. Clair County Road Commission;

e Chairperson or member of the St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission;

e St. Clair County Drain Commissioner; and

e One County Commissioner appointed by the chairperson of the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners.

20 | SCC MASTER RECREATION PLAN 2022-2026



The six remaining members are citizens appointed by the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners. Four of these
six citizens represent one or more of the County’s seven County Commissioner districts and two serve “at- large.”

The County Treasurer is the PARC treasurer and an ex-officio member.

PARC’s citizen members reside and work in communities throughout St. Clair County, providing a broad
representation of countywide issues and points of view. PARC encourages citizens representing diverse
backgrounds and interests to participate on its advisory committees, attend and seek membership on the
commission.

PARC COMMITTEES

PARC has seven standing committees:

e Acquisitions Advisory Committee

e Columbus County Park Advisory Committee
Goodells County Park Advisory Committee
Fort Gratiot County Park Advisory Committee
Fort Gratiot Light Station Advisory Committee
Trails Advisory Committee

Finance Committee

These committees consist of members of the Parks and Recreation Commission as well as other citizens who are
appointed at-large. Ad hoc committees are formed to fulfill certain short-term tasks, as necessary.

PARC DIRECTOR

St. Clair County has a parks and recreation director who advises the Parks and Recreation Commission and
reports to the Board of Commissioners and the Administrator/Controller.

PARC Director Nancy Winzer was hired in April 2021, through a shared services agreement with the City of Port
Huron. Ms. Winzer serves as the parks and recreation director for both entities, splitting her time evenly between
St. Clair County and the City of Port Huron.

PARC PERSONNEL

On behalf of the Parks and Recreation Commission, St. Clair County currently employs:
e One full-time director

Two deputy directors

Two full-time office managers

Three full-time park managers

Four full-time maintenance staff

Twelve part-time park rangers

Seasonal park rangers

Volunteers

Goodells County Park is the maintenance hub of the St. Clair County park system, but maintenance facilities are
also operated at Fort Gratiot County Park, Fort Gratiot Light Station, and Columbus County Park.

Volunteers
Volunteers assist PARC in non-skilled activities, such as trail clean-up campaigns and planting flower beds

ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE | 21



FIGURE 2-1: PARC ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 2022
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through its Adopt-A-Park program. PARC also has a successful Adopt-A-Trail program through which volunteers
have invested numerous hours removing litter and lightweight debris from the Wadhams to Avoca Trail.

PARC MEETING SCHEDULE

The St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission meets on the second Wednesday of every month at
public meetings in the St. Clair County Administration Building, 200 Grand River Ave, Port Huron.

The Finance Committee meets on a monthly basis. The rest of the committees (Acquisitions, Goodells County
Park, Columbus County Park, Fort Gratiot County Park, Fort Gratiot Light Station, and Trails) all meet as needed.

PARC DECISION MAKING PROCESS

The Parks and Recreation Commission makes decisions regarding parks and recreational activities that affect all
citizens of St. Clair County. PARC makes decisions according to bylaws that govern PARC’s authority, geographic
area, members, officers, duties and responsibilities, meetings, committees, and compensation.

According to their knowledge and expertise, the director, committees, and consultants present information on
which decisions are based to the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners. PARC staffing decisions are governed
by the personnel policies established by the BOC and purchases are governed by the BOC’s purchasing policies.

PARC’Ss WORKING RELATIONSHIPS

The St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission enjoys a good working relationship with:
e The St. Clair County Board of Commissioners and other County government agencies, such as the Road
Commission, the Drain Commissioner, and the Metropolitan Planning Commission.
e Officials in local units of government, particularly those in positions with local parks and recreation
responsibilities.
The St. Clair County Regional Educational Service Agency (RESA).
Individuals and groups who engage in recreational activities.
Officials from neighboring counties.
State, regional and national agencies involved with parks and recreation activities.

Relationship with County Government

The PARC director and PARC members work closely with the County Administrator/Controller and report to the
St. Clair County Board of Commissioners, who are responsible to the voters in St. Clair County. While PARC does
not share employees with other County departments, the director and her staff do interact frequently with,
obtain information from, and provide information to other pertinent agencies, especially the Administrator/
Controller’s office, the Metropolitan Planning Commission, the Road Commission, the Drain Commissioner’s
Office, and the Buildings and Grounds department.

Relationship with Local Units of Government

PARC enjoys a good working relationship with officials from municipalities and townships throughout the county,
each of which receives a share of the countywide parks and recreation millage money. Local officials are at
liberty to use their share of the millage money in any way they deem necessary to serve the recreational needs
of their local constituents. Local units of government must show, however, that the millage funds allocated to
them are used to expand recreation opportunities rather than supplant existing local funding of recreational
facilities and programs.

Relationship with the St. Clair County Regional Educational Service Agency
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PARC has a special relationship with the St. Clair County Regional Educational Service Agency that involves
swapping in-kind services. PARC receives graphic arts and public opinion polling assistance from RESA’s
Communications and Marketing Department in exchange for providing maintenance staff and equipment to
RESA’s Pine River Nature Center, which is adjacent to Goodells County Park. PARC was one of several voices that
encouraged RESA to acquire the property on which the nature center sits.

Relationship with Individuals and Groups

Several boards and organizations within St. Clair County also offer suggestions and advice to PARC even though
they are not technically or formally affiliated with County government. These include the 4-H Council, the St. Clair
County Agricultural Society, the Farm Museum Board, Propbusters remote control model airplane club,
Earthkeepers, Can-Am BMX, mountain biking and road biking organizations, hiking groups, and equestrian
enthusiasts. Other partnerships include the Community Foundation of St. Clair County for the Blue Water River
Walk and “Access to Recreation” programs and the Port Huron Museum for tours and programming at the Fort
Gratiot Light Station.

Input and comment by these organizations through the committee structure and at PARC meetings indicates a
strong cooperative effort among parks and recreation enthusiasts in the county. PARC works with local agencies
and environmental groups in hosting the annual Earth Fair and with local community recreation departments to
put together programs and activities.
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Relationship with Federal, State, and Regional Agencies

The Parks and Recreation Commission has a good working relationship with federal, state, and regional agencies,
including the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), the Michigan Department of Transportation
(MDOT), the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), the Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments (SEMCOG), and the Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance (MTGA).

The Parks and Recreation Commission has received funds from the federal government through previous and
current transportation bills, the Save Our Great Lakes program, and also the Land and Water Conservation Fund
(LWCF) through the U.S. National Park Service.

PARC has received funds for County recreation projects from the State of Michigan through the Michigan Natural
Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) and the Clean Michigan Initiative (CMI). PARC has also received private funding
the St. Clair County Community Foundation, the Greenways Initiative, and the Access to Recreation grant
program.

PARC has utilized grant money from these agencies for the purchase and development of the Wadhams to Avoca
Trail, Fort Gratiot County Park, Columbus County Park, Woodsong County Park, and the new North Channel
property in Clay Township. PARC has also helped local units of government obtain state and federal grant money
to finance sections of the Bridge to Bay Trail, to acquire land for parks, and to secure additional waterfront
property.

Relationship with Neighboring Counties

The Bridge to Bay Trail is a symbol of PARC’s good working relationship with local units of government. Over one-
half of the proposed 54-mile trail along the county’s eastern and southern shores is now complete. When
finished, it will extend from the county’s northern border with Sanilac County to the southern border with
Macomb County. It will also link with lateral spurs that reach inland, including the Wadhams to Avoca Trail, to
better serve inland county residents.

PARC is actively partnering with the Regional Trails Governing Board and other community stakeholders to
implement the St. Clair County Trails Plan and connect regional trails.

Relationship with Citizens

PARC receives many telephone calls from citizens asking questions about parks and recreation facilities, programs,
and events. Some of these questions pertain to PARC endeavors, but many others relate to programs and facilities
offered by townships, municipalities, private or non-profit organizations, including organizations outside St. Clair
County.

PARC staff maintains a file of all activities and programs known to them and provides answers as completely as
possible, based on this information. When appropriate, PARC staff directs the caller to a more appropriate
information source.

PARC FUNDING SOURCES

The St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission receives money from:
e Countywide parks and recreation millage

State and federal project grants

Foundation grants

Donations

Fees and charges
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Countywide Parks and Recreation Millage

In April 1994, the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners authorized a parks and recreation millage issue to be
placed on the countywide general election ballot the following August. Voters were asked to approve an increase
in the limitation of the amount of property taxes that could be assessed each year by fifty cents per one
thousand dollars (.5 mil) of the state equalized valuation.

The special levy was to be placed on all taxable property in St. Clair County for a period of five years, 1994
through 1998. The millage, if approved, would allow for the acquisition, development, and maintenance of parks
and recreation facilities in St. Clair County in accordance with the County’s Master Recreation Plan.

St. Clair County voters approved the millage request by a 52% to 48% margin. The greatest approval margin
occurred in those areas of the county where residents already had quality parks and recreation services.

In 1999, a millage renewal was placed on the ballot. The voter approval margin jumped to 63.5% countywide.

A six-year millage renewal was placed on the ballot again in 2004 and passed by a 68.5% to 31.5% margin.
Millage renewals were approved by 71% of the voters in 2010 and again by nearly 70% of the voters in 2016.

From 1995 through 2021, the County has collected over $68 million in parks and recreation millage revenue.

Millage Distribution

For Countywide Projects

PARC dedicates 75% of the millage revenues to parks and recreation facilities that serve a countywide audience.
PARC projects are those that are best suited to a County government agency or open to all St. Clair County
residents and visitors.

PARC does not participate in parks and recreation projects that do not serve a countywide audience or in
facilities and endeavors that can be adequately provided by local units of government or private enterprises.

To Local Units of Government
PARC distributes 25% of the County parks and recreation millage revenues to local units of government to
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enhance or expand local parks and recreation
programs and facilities.

Since 1995, the amount of money distributed to local
communities has totaled more than $17 million. This
distribution has had a positive impact on the delivery
of local parks and recreation services in every
community in St. Clair County.

Table 2-1 shows the amounts distributed to each unit
of government from 1994 through 2016. The amount
of local distribution is based on the number of
residents living in each municipality or township,
according to data provided by the U.S. Census Bureau.
The per capita distribution in 2021 was $4.87 per
resident.

In order to receive these funds, communities must
submit an annual report and show evidence of
“maintenance of effort” to assure the funding is used
to expand opportunities rather than to supplant
existing local funding. In effect, local units of
government must document that they have
maintained their local financial support for parks and
recreation services at a level equal to or greater than
the amount they spent prior to the 1994 millage
election.

Local Parks and Recreation Projects
Each local unit of government determines how its
share of the County Parks and Recreation Millage
funds is spent. Local projects have included:

e Developing local master recreation plans.

® Planning and engineering park improvements.

e landscaping improvements.

® Purchase and installation of playground
equipment.

e Constructing and improving athletic fields.

e Property purchases.

® Recreation programs and equipment.

e Trail development.

Many communities have used their local shares of the
County Parks and Recreation Millage for the required
local match for state and federal grants. This money
has been used for development of parks, facilities, and
trails.

TABLE 2-1: MILLAGE DISTRIBUTION 1995-2021

Community

Cities and Villages

Amount

Algonac $468,760.73
Capac $190,734.18
Emmett $28,448.42
Marine City $476,806.55
Marysville $1,022,762.93
Mempbhis $37,421.57
Port Huron $3,380,734.41
Richmond $133.35
St. Clair $591,843.26
Yale $213,670.23
Townships
Berlin $328,271.73
Brockway $202,483.88
Burtchville $416,694.70
Casco $474,392.05
China $352,261.44
Clay $996,107.07
Clyde $559,601.08
Columbus $422,685.57
Cottrellville $385,815.41
East China $386,257.67
Emmett $232,190.08
Fort Gratiot $1,124,833.57
Grant $178,941.41
Greenwood $147,297.15
Ira $638,015.22
Kenockee $249,653.99
Kimball $926,065.35
Lynn $124,381.68
Mussey $216,738.64
Port Huron $989,711.16
Riley $321,374.85
St. Clair $667,896.51
Wales $306,816.28
Grand Total $17,059.802.12

Source: St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission, 2021
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TABLE 2-2: ST. CLAIR COUNTY, MNRTF GRANT HISTORY

PROJECT YEAR Acl\i/IR:LTI.\IrT PROJECT TYPE PUBLIC ACT

Wadhams to Avoca Rail Trail 1996 $161,000 Acquisition PA 480 of 1996
CN Rail Yard Acquisition 1998 $962,000 Acquisition PA 538 of 1998
Lake Huron Shoreline Acquisition 2004 $2,312,500 Acquisition PA 309 of 2004
Belle River Property Acquisition 2007 $1,408,000 Acquisition PA 59 of 2007
Camp Woodsong Simple Fee Acquisition 2008 $291,800 Acquisition PA278 of 2008
Blue Water River Walk Expansion 2012 $150,000 Acquisition PA 283 of 2012
North Channel Waterfront Acquisition 2014 $296,000 Acquisition PA 114 of 2014
Blue Water River Walk Park Development 2018 $300,000 Development PA 165 of 2018
North Channel Shoreline Acquisition 2021 $1,425,300 Acquisition PA 9 of 2021

Source: Michigan Department of Natural Resources, MNRTF Appropriation History, 2021

State and Federal Grants

PARC has been awarded over $6 million in grants from state and federal agencies since 1994. PARC continues to
seek grant opportunities from all agencies and sources that provide funding compatible with the County’s parks
and recreation endeavors.

Other Grants
Since 2002, PARC has received grants from:
e The Community Foundation of Southeastern Michigan — Greenways Initiative
The Community Foundation of St. Clair County
The Wadhams Council of Commerce
Friends of the Fort Gratiot Light Station
National Park Service (SAT)
Michigan Department of Transportation

The Community Foundation of Southeastern Michigan — Greenways Initiative has provided PARC with multiple
grants since 2002. In 2002, it provided a $56,250 grant to purchase right-of-way for the Wadhams to Avoca Trail
extension. In 2005, it put forth $30,000 to conduct a Wadhams to Avoca Trail — Bridge to Bay Trail connection
study. In 2006, the Greenways Initiative provided PARC with $10,000 to host a series of trails and greenways
visioning workshops, which were also used to garner stakeholder input for the development of the Master
Recreation Plan update.

In 2007, the Community Foundation of St. Clair County granted $20,000 to PARC to acquire a second portable
stage. Back in 1997, the Charles and Margaret Anderson Fund, acting through the Community Foundation of St.
Clair County, donated a portable stage, known as the “Showmobile.” While PARC no longer owns the original
Showmobile, it acquired another Showmobile in 2009. Organizations throughout the County use the
Showmobiles for their intended purpose of musical and cultural events. The Community Foundation also granted
PARC $5,000 for improvements to the BMX track at Goodells County Park.
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Donations
Businesses, organizations, families, and individuals have donated memorial trees and benches for Goodells
County Park.

The 4-H Fair Board, St. Clair County Agricultural Society and the Bereaved Parents of the Blue Water Area have
sponsored an adopt-a-brick program with proceeds to be used for additional Goodells County Park
improvements.

Organizations, families, and individuals have donated their time and labor to maintain sections of the Wadhams
to Avoca Trail or to maintain flower beds at numerous County parks.

PARC has received donations of five buildings for the Historic Village at Goodells Park including the Lynn
Township Schoolhouse, the CC Peck Bank Building, the Murphy/Ryan Farmhouse, the Mudge Log Cabin and the
Columbus Bible Church. All five buildings have been fully restored.

PARC continues to look for other historic buildings, especially those that are endangered by changing land use
patterns.

Fees and Charges
PARC annually adopts a graduated fee schedule for use of the County’s Showmobiles, portable bleachers, PARC
facilities and grounds by groups, businesses, and organizations.

Under the graduated fee schedule:
e Private groups, non-residents, and businesses pay the highest fees
e Nonprofit organizations pay lesser fees
e Reservation fees guarantee exclusive use of the designated facilities for the group’s event.

There is no charge for use of the Bridge to Bay Trail or the Wadhams to Avoca Trail. Outdoor areas of Goodells
County Park are also available for citizen use anytime at no cost. Likewise, certain outdoor park structures, such
as the picnic pavilions, are available for individual use on a first-come basis, free of charge, when not reserved in
advance by others.

GOODELLS COUNTY PARK
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TABLE 2-3: PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION BUDGET HISTORY

Category FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021
Revenues

Millage $2,796,797 $2,868,607 $2,975,270 $3,063,100 $3,124,000
Grants —

Government & Private $151,275 $54,781 $404,436 $25,700 $1,431,300
Fees & Charges $110,489 $112,431 $145,473 $76,400 $76,400
Interest/Rent Income $7,883 $9,945 $25,202 $12,200 $10,500
Other Income $36,043 $35,775 $9,910 $65,200 $11,000
Total Revenues $3,102,487 $3,081,539 $3,560,291 $3,242,600 $4,653,200
Expenditures

Wages & Fringes $1,113,347 $1,092,824 $1,102,356 $1,277,300 $1,346,200
Operations & $485,392 $487,627 $529,821 $419,650 $517,400
Maintenance

Special Grants to Locals $5,000 - $56,030 $20,000 $50,000
Local Millage

Distributions $697,616 $716,055 $739,101 $765,000 $781,000
Capital Outlays $949,979 $340,173 $847,471 $830,050 $2,560,000
Cost Allocation $191,621 $259,244 $244,303 $197,800 $200,000
Total Expenditures $3,442,954 $2,895,923 $3,519,082 $3,509,800 $5,454,600
Surplus/(Deficit) ($340,467) $185,616 $41,208 | ($267,200) ($801,400)

PARC BUDGETS
Budget History

From 2017 to 2021, millage revenue was relatively stable, with slight increases occurring each year during that
period. Grant revenue during that same period fluctuated based on the availability of funding and the number of
grant-eligible projects being undertaken. In 2018 and 2020, the County received fewer grant dollars compared
to 2017, 2019, and 2021. See Table 2-3.

Responsible financial planning by PARC will ensure that the favorable relationship between revenues and costs is

maximized.

Budget Projections

PARC financial projections for the next five years reflect yearly increases in both revenues and expenditures. See

Table 2-4.
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TABLE 2-4: PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION BUDGET PROJECTION

Category FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026
Revenues
Millage $3,186,480 $3,250,210 $3,315,214 $3,381,518 $3,449,148
Grants —

. $1,459,926 $1,489,125 $1,518,907 $1,549,285 $1,580,271
Government & Private
Fees & Charges $77,928 $79,487 $81,076 $82,698 $84,352
Interest/Rent Income $10,710 $10,924 $11,143 $11,366 $11,593
Other Income $11,220 $11,444 $11,673 $11,907 $12,145
Total Revenues $4,746,264 $4,841,189 $4,938,013 $5,036,773 $5,137,509
Expenditures
Wages & Fringes $1,373,124 $1,400,586 $1,428,598 $1,457,170 $1,486,314
Operations &

27,74 4 71,251

Maintenance $527,748 $538,303 $549,069 $560,050 $571,25
Special Grants to Locals $51,000 $52,020 $53,060 $54,122 $55,204
Local Millage
Distributions $796,620 $812,552 $828,803 $845,380 $862,287
Capital Outlays $2,611,200 $2,663,424 $2,716,692 $2,771,026 $2,826,447
Cost Allocation $204,000 $208,080 $212,242 $216,486 $220,816
Total Expenditures $5,563,692 $5,674,966 $5,788,465 $5,904,234 $6,022,319
Surplus/(Deficit) (5817,428) (5833,777) (5850,452) (5867,461) (5884,810)

With the economy growing and real estate prices continuing to go up, millage revenue is projected to grow
and fees and charges are expected to slightly increase over the next five years as new recreation facilities are
reserved and fees are adjusted to cover costs. Interest income will continue to be minimal due to historically
low interest rates and lower fund balances.

Expenditures are expected to rise slowly over the next five years. Wages are expected to slightly increase
over the next several years and fringe benefits costs have stabilized in recent years. Operations and
maintenance costs are expected to rise slightly as new facilities have come on line over the past five years.
Rising utility expenses could be offset by aggressive energy conservation and efficiency programs.

The net result of more conservative budgeting will be the reduction in the number of capital projects that can
be pursued each year. Capital projects for trails, land acquisitions and the restoration of the Fort Gratiot
Light Station will be dependent on public and private grants and donations.

The County parks and recreation millage revenue is projected to increase each year from 2022 to 2026,
reaching $3.45 million in 2026. For total revenues, it is projected there will be a $484,309 increase over the
next five years. Millage distributions to local units of government will continue to be 25% of the PARC millage
funds collected each year. As the population grows, more millage funds will be collected and distributed.
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PARC’s ability to do additional park and trail improvements will be dependent on public and private grants, as
well as donations. Potential grants are available from agencies such as the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources, the Michigan Lighthouse Assistance Program, the Coastal Management Program funded through
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and Michigan Department of Environment,
Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), and the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT).
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ST. CLAIR COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION PROPERTY

OVERVIEW

St. Clair County currently owns nine properties devoted to parks and recreation activities that total 1,060.5 acres.
These are:

e Goodells County Park 405 acres

e Columbus County Park 411 acres

e Fort Gratiot County Park 30 acres

e Woodsong County Park 33 acres

e Fort Gratiot Light Station 5 acres

e Blue Water River Walk County Park 6.5 acres

e North Channel County Park 10 acres

e Marine City Dredge Cut Access . 34 acres

e Wadhams to Avoca Trail 160 acres (12 miles long)

For the purposes of comparing the County’s Parks and Recreation property inventory with the recommended
standards, it is also valuable to mention the St. Clair County Regional Educational Service Agency’s 111-acre Pine
River Nature Center, which is adjacent to Goodells County Park. By adding that acreage to the parks and trails
inventory above, PARC property totals 1,171.5 acres.

GOODELLS COUNTY PARK

On January 1, 1996, the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners gave the St. Clair County Parks and Recreation
Commission responsibility for maintenance, development, and operation of the County-owned Goodells County
Park. At that time, the property was commonly known as “the poor farm” or “the fairgrounds” because of its
previous uses as a residence for indigent senior citizens, as well as the ongoing site of the 4-H County Fair.

Facilities at the park include the Visitors Center, two playgrounds, river and fishing access, a seasonal ice skating
rink, trails, four picnic shelters, a community center, historic buildings, a BMX track, a radio-controlled model
airplane airfield and truck track, a butterfly garden, five special events buildings, the “Splashpad,” equestrian
facilities, and areas for outdoor events.

The "Splashpad" has 11 spray features that include two water cannons, five dumping buckets, ground geysers,
and a rainbow water tunnel. The “Splashpad” is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. from Memorial Day to

g v
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GOODELLS COUNTY PARK
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CoLumBUS COUNTY PARK
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Labor Day and admission is free. In February 2006, the County received a Facility Design Award from the
Michigan Recreation and Parks Association (MRPA) for the Goodells County Park Splashpad. This award
recognized the Splashpad as the first water play facility in the state that uses and recycles water that is supplied
by a well rather than a municipal water system.

The Historic Village at Goodells County Park contains the Lynn Township Schoolhouse (1885), and the C.C Peck
and Company bank (1908). Visitors will also see the Columbus Bible Church (1860), the Murphy/Ryan farmhouse
(1872) and the Mudge Log Cabin (1863). The latest addition to the Historic Village is the Columbus Bible Church.
The Church was moved to the park and restored, complete with its twelve-foot tall windows and spectacular bell
tower.

Goodells County Park is not just facilities and infrastructure. It is also a place where the community meets for
many annual events, such as the St. Clair County 4-H Fair, dog shows, auctions, sewing bees, the Blue Water
Humane Society Vaccination Clinic, regional cross country meets, Can-Am BMX bike racing, the Earth Fair, and
Earthkeepers. The facilities are used throughout the year by dozens of organizations and families alike. On any
given day at the park, one may see a wedding, family reunion, birthday party or day camp. The St. Clair County
Farm Museum stores and demonstrates antique farm equipment at the park. The property is an essential part
of the history and the future of St. Clair County.

CoLumBUS COUNTY PARK

Through five separate transactions, the St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission (PARC) owns 411 acres
of property in Columbus Township. PARC used a $65,800 Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) grant
in 2016, to secure the final 26 acres. In 2007, PARC used a $1.4 million MNRTF grant to secure 291 acres for the
park. Phase 1 construction at Columbus County Park was completed in early 2010.

Facilities at the park include mountain biking trails, walking trails, horse trails, fishing access, and permit-only
hunting. The Belle River runs through the park, totaling 1.6 miles of frontage. A historic gambrel roof barn is
located at Columbus County Park near Bauman Road and is used for maintenance and storage. The barn was
restored by Columbus Township. In the winter, visitors can enjoy winter sports such as sledding and cross
country skiing. In September 2021, the Will Bendik Memorial Disc Golf Course opened at the park.

Construction of an energy efficient park Lodge with modern restroom facilities, a picnic pavilion, offices and
storage rooms was completed in 2012. The Lodge uses geothermal technology for heating and cooling as a result
of funding from the Environmental Protection Agency’s Energy Efficiency Community Block Grant (EECBG)
program.

Activities at the park include picnics, weddings, educational programs, and meetings.
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FORT GRATIOT COUNTY PARK

Fort Gratiot County Park is located in the northeast part of St. Clair County, just off M-25 on Metcalf Road. This
30-acre park offers breathtaking views of Lake Huron and 852 feet of shoreline and beach. It also includes picnic
areas, restrooms, a children’s playground, and paved walking trails.

In Fall 2005, the St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission purchased 16 acres of property from Citizens
First Bank for $3.1 million using a $2.2 million grant from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund,
administered by the Department of Natural Resources. PARC also purchased a beach easement from an adjacent
property owner to move forward with the development of Fort Gratiot County Park.

PARC formally approved an updated Fort Gratiot County Park Master Plan that incorporated the use of the
adjacent 14 acres leased from the Great Lakes Water Authority.

Phase 1 of the park’s development began in 2006 and included the installation of water and sewer lines,
underground electrical lines, roads, paved trails, and parking areas.

Fort Gratiot County Park is also home to the 1971 Tunnel Explosion Memorial which commemorates the
construction accident that took the lives of 22 men working on the water intake tunnel located beneath the park.
The 1971 Water Tunnel Explosion committee raised funds for the memorial which was erected in 2007. The
Michigan Historic Commission dedicated a State Historical Marker at the site to mark the 40th anniversary of the
tragedy.

Other improvements at the park include ADA-accessible restrooms and a playscape in 2007, as well as an
overflow parking area in 2008. In early 2009, two picnic pavilions were completed and additional sections of
boardwalk were installed on the beach. An information kiosk was built, as well as a vending machine shelter and
a beach gateway pavilion. All park improvements and equipment were funded by the St. Clair County Parks and
Recreation millage.

FORT GRATIOT COU

NTY PARK
z s
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WO0ODSONG COUNTY PARK

In 2008, St. Clair County purchased the 33-acre Camp Woodsong site from the Michigan Waterways Council of
the Girl Scouts of America. The property is located off of Abbottsford Road, at the east end of Rynn Road, in Clyde
Township.

St. Clair County purchased the property for $400,000 using a Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grant. Under
the grant, the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund reimbursed St. Clair County for 64% of the purchase price
and eligible costs. St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Millage funds were used to fund the balance of the
purchase costs.

Woodsong is a passive park with rustic trails that traverse along scenic, steep slopes that travel down to 2,800 ft
of Black River shoreline. The park is the ideal place to nature watch. The rustic trails follow the natural terrain.
Additionally, The Clinton River Area Mountain Bike Association (CRAMBA) continues to rapidly develop mountain
bike trails at Woodsong County Park. These trails are a combination of two track and single track that follow the
steep ridges next to the Black River. At present, about three miles of designated mountain bike trails are
completed, with a goal of completing an additional mile when fully built out.

In 2017 a canoe and kayak launch was added, using a $50,000 grant from EGLE. While the launch itself is fully
accessible, it is important to note that steep trail leading from the parking lot to the launch is not ADA accessible.

Future plans include trail improvements to make the trail easier to use.

Woodsong County Park provides opportunities for nature study, hiking, biking, and water activities, such as
canoeing, kayaking, and fishing on the Black River.
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FORT GRATIOT LIGHT STATION

The Fort Gratiot Light Station is the oldest lighthouse in Michigan. As the shipping needs on the Great Lakes
increased in the 1820’s, so did the need for a navigational aid at the mouth of the St. Clair River. In August of
1825, the first lighthouse in Michigan was built at Port Huron. The original tower was located near the base of the
present day second span of the Blue Water Bridge. It was 32 feet high above ground level, 18 feet in diameter at
the base, and tapered to nine feet across at the top. The original tower did not last long, as poor construction and
September storms would lead to its demise when it crumbled in November of 1828.

In the 1850’s, the Lighthouse Board began a series of reforms that would affect the Fort Gratiot Light Station. The
first such change was the addition of a Fresnel lens. From the 1860’s to the 1930’s, the property expanded with
the addition of the Keeper’s Duplex (1874), the Fog Signal Building (1900), the Single Keeper’s Dwelling (1932),
the Coast Guard Station (1932) and the Equipment Building (1938).

When most of the Great Lakes lights were automated in the 1930’s, the need for light keepers faded into the
sunset. The Coast Guard maintained the Fort Gratiot Light Station from the 1930’s until they moved next door
into the new station that was built in 2004.

The property was officially transferred to St. Clair County in 2010. Restoration of the lighthouse was completed in
2013, and other property repairs and additions have been made using Michigan Coastal Management Program
grant funding. The restoration of the tower was made possible by the “Save America’s Treasures” grant program
and a match from the City of Port Huron. The tower reopened for tours in the summer of 2012. The Port Huron
Museum serves as a partner in leading tours of the site, programming, and private reservations. Friends of the
Fort Gratiot Light Station raises funds for building restoration projects and provides volunteers.

NORTH CHANNEL COUNTY PARK

In December 2020, St. Clair County was awarded funding from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund for an
acquisition grant to purchase four parcels of land on the North Channel of the St. Clair River in Clay Township. The
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NORTH CHANNEL WATERFRONT ACQUISITION

PRELIMINARY CONCEPT PLAN
COUNTY OF ST. CLAIR
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four parcels, totaling approximately 10 acres, are located between the Algonac Harbour Club and the MDNR
Boat Launch on M-29. The $1,425,300 grant is being matched with $500,800 from the County Parks and
Recreation Millage. The project was a partnership with Six Rivers Land Conservancy, Clay Township and the City
of Algonac. The new County Park will be developed in phases and will include a swimming beach, a kayak launch,
shoreline fishing, walking trails, pavilions, a children’s playground and a paved parking lot. It will also be one of
the designated locations along the new St. Clair-Macomb Birding Trail, created in 2021. PARC will begin
developing the property in early 2022. Public input sessions will be held to allow residents to provide feedback
on park amenities and design. See the site rendering for the new park on Page 39.

PINE RIVER NATURE CENTER

The St. Clair County Regional Educational Service Agency’s Pine River Nature Center is an educational facility
whose mission is to promote the awareness, understanding and stewardship of the Blue Water Area's natural
and cultural heritage. The center provides programs for local schools to enhance their science and mathematics
curricula with outdoor-based field studies correlated with the Michigan Curriculum Framework and offers
outdoor recreation and environmental education opportunities for area residents.

The Pine River Nature Center opened to the public in the May of 2003. The Nature Center sits on 111 acres of
property, with over 4,800 feet of the Pine River meandering through it. Since opening, over 21,900 students
from around St. Clair County have visited the center for programs. Activities and events at the center include the
following:

Opportunities to hike over two miles of trails (open daily from dawn to dark).

Browse the indoor displays and live animals.

Read about nature or do research in the library.

Attend public programs, including star gazing parties and nature walks.

Volunteer to help with special events and school programs.

Adopt-a-Trail.

Visit the universally-accessible (ADA) tree house.

PINE RIVER NATURE CENTER
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TRAILS AND GREENWAYS

Greenways are corridors of land recognized for their ability to connect people and places together. According to
the EPA, greenways promote outdoor recreation, catalyze economic development, increase adjacent property
values, celebrate historical and cultural assets, promote conservation and environmental education and improve
qualify of life.

Greenways have multiple purposes, but from a recreation perspective they have two major functions:
1. To link and facilitate hiking and biking access between residential areas and parks.
2. To provide opportunities for the linear forms of outdoor recreation (i.e. hiking, jogging, bicycling,
equestrian riding, and walking) in which many St. Clair County residents engage today. These recreation
activities require the development of trails along the greenways.

There are two primary trail systems within St. Clair County: the Wadhams to Avoca Trail and the Bridge to Bay
Trail.

Wadhams to Avoca Trail

In 1999, PARC purchased the surface rights to 9.82 miles (100 acres) of right-of-way from CSX Railroad and began
developing it as the Wadhams to Avoca Trail. In 2001 and 2004, PARC purchased two additional properties
totaling 17.65 acres adjacent to the trail north of Imlay City Road for a trailhead and parking. In 2003, PARC
purchased the surface rights to an additional two and a half miles of CSX Railroad right-of-way totaling 17.66
acres from Wadhams Road to Griswold Road. The trail is over 12.4 miles long and contains 160 acres.

To date, the 640-foot Mill Creek Trestle has been decked and railed for pedestrians and bike riders. Three acres
of land southeast of the Trestle was purchased to create a horse crossing at Mill Creek.

At the south end of the trail in Kimball Township, over five miles of trail have been paved starting at McLain Road
running southeast to Griswold Road. The paved section of the trail passes through a developing residential area
and is heavily used by residents.
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Bridge to Bay Trail

The Bridge to Bay Trail isa a diverse trail
system of boardwalks, riverwalks, rail trails

and bike paths that extends along 50 miles

of shoreline across St. Clair County, Michigan,
Experience picturesque views, charming towns,
parks and beaches, freighter watching and the
blue waters of Lake Huron, the St, Clair River and
Lake St. Clair.

Learn More at www.bridgetobaytrail.org
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In a joint effort with the St. Clair County Road Commission, a hybrid pedestrian signal was installed in 2010 where
the trail crosses Wadhams Road. It was the first time this type of signal has been used for a trail crossing in
Michigan. The signal prompts flashing lights to stop traffic when a pedestrian wishes to cross the road.

Designated parking areas are located at the Wadhams Road, Imlay City Road, Lapeer Road and Avoca Road
trailheads. The non-motorized trail is open to walkers, bicyclists and equestrians.

It is a priority of PARC and its community partners to extend the Wadhams to Avoca Trail to the City of Yale, as well
as exploring opportunities to extend the trail beyond St. Clair County into Sanilac County.

Bridge to Bay Trail

The St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission (PARC) is working in conjunction with 13 local units of
government, Friends of the St. Clair River, the Metropolitan Planning Commission and the St. Clair County
Community Foundation to develop a 54-mile paved trail from Lakeport State Park to New Baltimore. A regional
trails governing board helps to plan and promote the trail, while each local unit of government is responsible for
constructing their section of the trail. Even though PARC plays an instrumental coordinating role in the
development of the Bridge to Bay Trail, the property that makes up that trail is owned by various municipalities
and townships. Most trail construction projects are funded by grants. PARC usually helps to fund the local match
required for trail construction grants.

The Bridge to Bay Trail extends from St. Clair County’s northern border, under the Blue Water Bridges; through
Port Huron, Marysville, St. Clair, Marine City, and Algonac; and past state and municipal parks, museums, gazebos,
and lighthouses. Sometimes the trail is within reach of the water’'s edge and sometimes a few miles inland. It
connects communities together for walkers, joggers, strollers, and bicyclists of all ages. The trail varies from a ten-
foot wide separated paved pathway in the right of way along a road, or a five-foot wide dedicated bike lane.

BRIDGE TO BAY TRAIL IN PORT HURON
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Community partners have a primary goal of connecting the Bridge to Bay Trail to the Wadhams to Avoca Trail
within St. Clair County, the Macomb Orchard Trail in Richmond (Macomb County), and the St. Clair Parkway Trail in
Lambton, Ontario, Canada via ferry. As of 2021, roughly 26 miles of the 54-mile Bridge to Bay Trail is complete.

Funding for the Bridge to Bay Trail comes from the St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Millage, local government
funds, and state and federal grants, and philanthropic grants. Grant money for the trail has been provided by the
United States government through federal transportation grants, and by the Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT), the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), and the Michigan Natural
Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF).

Blue Water River Walk and Blue Water River Walk County Park

Blue Water River Walk County Park is a former railroad switch yard that has been partially restored to a coastal
wetland. The wetlands feature three ponds, marshland and native plants. The habitat is home to amphibians, such
as frogs and toads, and is a popular nesting and feeding spot for migratory birds. A boardwalk allows park visitors
to get close to the wetland habitat without disturbing the natural features and interpretive signs help explain how
the wetlands work. Just north of the wetlands is a picnic pavilion, a shade trellis, walkways, landscaping, an
artificial lawn activity area, picnic tables, grills and benches. Future developments will include a children’s
playground, restrooms and a second pavilion.

Traveling through the park is the Blue Water River Walk. The River Walk is a paved pathway that begins at
Desmond Landing to the north and travels southwest to 10th Street. The Blue Water River Walk is part of the
Bridge to Bay Trail System. The Blue Water River Walk is owned by the Community Foundation of St. Clair County.
St. Clair County Parks leases and maintains the grounds.

The St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission purchased 4.85 acres of land using two MNRTF grants and
received a $1,039,500 grant from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation to develop a 2.75-acre wetland on the
very southern end of the river walk.

The Great Lake-to-Lake Trail, Route #1

The Great Lake-to-Lake Trails Route #1 is a 275-mile shared use trail across Michigan’s southern Lower Peninsula
that links Lakes Michigan and Huron while featuring pastoral farms and woodlots mingled with small towns and
major cities. The linear destination trail connects visitors to nature while fostering healthy, sustainable and
prosperous communities from South Haven to Port Huron. Route #1 is one of five Great Lake-to-Lake Trails that
the Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance (MTGA) intends to develop.

The Great Lake-to-Lake Trail offers Michigan’s trail users a unique opportunity to experience quiet rural pathways
and urban excursions as it winds its way across the southern lower portion of Michigan from shore to shore. The
MTGA began the Great Lake-to-Lake Trails Project in 2009 with a grant from the Kresge Foundation to accelerate
the development of cross-state trails while enhancing tourism and economic development opportunities.

Great Lakes Way

The purpose of the Great Lakes Way is to build upon the groundwork laid by so many others to strengthen and
define the greenways and blueways of the Huron-Erie corridor and ensure that people of all ages, backgrounds,
ethnicities and interests feel welcomed and share in its benefits. The Great Lakes Way is a regional trail that builds
upon existing assets and mapping and ensuring broad equity.

Creation of the Great Lakes Way brings together the collective assets of Monroe, Wayne, Macomb, and St. Clair
counties. By designating these greenways and blueways as the Great Lakes Way, the region can focus on the
important linkages still to be developed, while delivering a clear brand and message that will be recognizable to its
residents. The goal is to link residents and visitors to the impressive collective of natural, educational, and
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The Great Lake-to-Lake Trail, Route #1

ROUTE 1: SOUTH HAVEN TO PORT HURON

ROUTE 2: MUSKEGON TO BAY CITY

ROUTE 3: CHARLEVOIX TO ALPENA

ROUTE 4: MANISTIQUE TO MARQUETTE

ROUTE 5: ESCANABA TO PORCUPINE MOUNTAINS

<&

Tre GREAT
LAKE-TO-
LAKE TRAILS
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St. Clair County Trails Plan - Bridge to Bay Trail
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St. Clair County Trails Plan - Wadhams to Avoca Trail

WADHAMS T0 AVOCA
TRAIL

P --------1 Two-Bridges Trail Extension

4 Rsil to Two-Bridges Connector

B Griswold-Osk Bikewsy

GREAT LAKE TO LAKE
. i TRAIL
‘ (-._‘ i greomesmesssssssecce -2 Fred Moors Highway Trail
= trmeemeememe——] Richmond Trai! Extension
- .‘ -
& / Voo

l

—\‘.

e e O /xi

g

smithgroup.com a7

48 | SCC MASTER RECREATION PLAN 2022-2026




recreational assets throughout the region. More information about the Great Lakes Way can be found online at
https://cfsem.org/initiative/greatlakesway/.

ST. CLAIR COUNTY TRAILS PLAN

In 2019, St. Clair County, in conjunction with the St. Clair County Community Foundation, Friends of the St. Clair
River, and local community partners updated the countywide trails plan to assess the overall county and its major
destinations, inventory the existing trail systems, and understand community desires. These activities supported
the adoption of an implementation-focused plan that clearly identifies opportunities, needs, and priorities for
future trail and bikeway projects.

Ultimately, the planning process was a chance to step back and take stock of current facilities and position county
government, local municipal partners, and other agencies to pursue and implement the next wave of trail
projects across St. Clair County. A major goal of the plan is to connect community assets, downtowns, and
recreation facilities.

The Parks and Recreation Commission supports the goals, priorities, and implementation strategies of the St.
Clair County Trails Plan and incorporates those goals and priorities into this plan by reference.

THE BLUEWAYS OF ST. CLAIR

One of the goals included in the 2007-2011 Master Recreation Plan was to explore developing a system of water
trails in St. Clair County. The St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission, in partnership with PARC,
applied for and was granted a Michigan Coastal Management Grant to create The Blueways of St. Clair water trail
system for St. Clair County.

Research began in 2009 to find all the public access points along waterways in the county. Next, public input was
gathered for popular paddling routes and put-ins. An interactive website was built up with paddling routes,

THE BLUEWAYS OF ST. CLAIR
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access pictures, information on restaurants, motels, museums and other points of interest. The website provides
information on the major rivers in the County, including the Black River, Belle River, Pine River, Lake Huron, St.
Clair River, and the St. Clair River delta, which is the largest freshwater delta in North America.

The Blueways website lists 17 different paddling routes, totaling 151 miles, in nine unique bodies of water and
lots of valuable information related to paddling and shoreline recreation. Check out St. Clair County’s Blueways
website at www.BluewaysOfStClair.org.

Island Loop National Water Trail

The 10.2-mile Island Loop National Water Trail was the first national water trail to be designated in Michigan and
the 14th in the United States. The trail makes a loop from the Black River, to the Black River Canal, to Lake
Huron, into the St. Clair River and back to the Black River. It also passes the oldest lighthouse in Michigan, the
Thomas Edison Museum, the Huron Lightship Museum, and the Acheson Maritime Center. It also navigates
between the United States and Canada for 2.5 miles and meanders through Fort Gratiot Township, Port Huron
Township, and the City of Port Huron.

RECREATION STANDARDS

Two recreation standards are applicable to parks and recreation facilities within St. Clair County:
1. Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines, developed by the National Recreation and Parks
Association (NRPA), which relate to park acreage requirements.
2. Michigan Recreation Opportunity Standards, developed by the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources, which relate to a variety of park facilities and features as well as acreage requirements.

National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) Standards

National Recreation and Park Association’s Open Space Guidelines and Standards, known as the NRPA Standards,
are used by many state, regional, and county parks and recreation agencies throughout the United States to aid
in the development of master recreation plans.

The sections of the NRPA Standards that are relevant to properly assessing the amount of parks and recreation
acreage and facilities in St. Clair County are:

e Mini-Parks, Neighborhood Parks, and Community Parks

e Regional Park

e Regional Park Reserves

All three of these types of parks and recreation facilities can be found within St. Clair County, and all are included
in the recreation inventory on the previous pages and defined in the following text.

Mini, Neighborhood, and Community Parks
Mini, neighborhood, and community parks are small parks, designed to satisfy the recreational needs of a local
community within a service radius of up to two miles.

These parks are under the ownership of, and considered the responsibility of, local units of government. While
these properties are listed in the recreation inventory matrix on pages 53-61 and a share of the County’s Parks
and Recreation Millage is distributed to the local units of government, plans for mini, neighborhood, and
community parks lie outside the realm of this countywide Master Recreation Plan.

Regional Parks
Regional parks are culturally significant, ecologically significant and/or large parks (over 200 acres) that typically
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result from the need to protect a cultural, natural, or historical resource of regional significance, or to provide a
new regional attraction. They are designed to serve several communities within a service radius of up to one
hour’s driving time. Regional parks within St. Clair County are the primary subject of this Master Recreation
Plan.

Regional Park Reserves
Regional park reserves are parks of 1,000 acres or more, designed to serve several communities within a service
radius of up to one hour’s driving time.

All regional park reserves in St. Clair County are Michigan State Parks and Michigan State Game Areas. These are
the responsibility of, and managed by, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ Parks and Recreation
Division and Wildlife Division.

Though many St. Clair County residents use these state-owned facilities, the one-hour service radius of these
properties also serve residents in all or part of Macomb, Oakland, Wayne, Lapeer, Genesee, Sanilac, Tuscola, and
Huron counties as well as international visitors from Canada.

The Michigan State Parks within St. Clair County attract campers, bird watchers, boaters, and anglers. The vast
majority of State Game Area property in the county is dedicated for wild game management and hunting
purposes.

Since these regional park reserves are state-owned property and are the responsibility of state government,
plans for how these properties are used and managed are not included in this Master Recreation Plan.

St. Clair County’s Regional Parks

The purpose of the “Regional Park” category in the NRPA Standards is to help identify whether a certain
geographic area or unit of government — in this case, St. Clair County — possesses sufficient park acreage to
satisfy the recreational needs of its citizens. Both the 405-acre Goodells County Park and the 411-acre Columbus
County Park specifically fit the NRPA standard for a regional park.

oYY e

CoLbmBUS COUNTY PARK
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Due to its adjacent location to Goodells County Park, the County Parks and Recreation Commission has also
listed RESA’s 111-acre Pine River Nature Center as part of the County’s required total parks and recreation
acreage.

Fort Gratiot County Park (30 acres), Woodsong County Park (33 acres), and the Wetlands County Park (five acres)
are considered regional parks due to their significant frontage along important bodies of water. Woodsong’s
location along 2,800 feet of Black River shoreline and the existence of threatened flora are two factors that make
it very valuable. The shores of Lake Huron and the State Historical site at Fort Gratiot County Park classify it as a
Regional Park. Wetlands County Park provides access to the St. Clair River.

Finally, the park at Fort Gratiot Light Station (five acres) is a regional park due to its historic significance in the
Great Lakes system.

The Wadhams to Avoca Trail is technically classified as a linear park. However, since the County Parks and
Recreation Commission has acquired trailhead property and intends to acquire more land for that purpose, the
total trail acreage (currently 160 acres) is included within the county’s regional parks inventory.

The total acreage for these properties currently stands at 1,171.5 acres.

The acreage devoted to the Bridge to Bay Trail is not included because that land is owned by the various local
units of government through which the trail passes.

Park Acres Needed

The recognized NRPA Standard for Regional Parks is at least five to ten acres for every 1,000 persons in the
service area. Based on St. Clair County’s current and projected population, Table 3-1 shows how much additional
park acreage the County should acquire to meet current and future standards. It is the policy of the Parks and
Recreation Commission to meet the higher acreage standard - ten acres of regional park space per 1,000 people.

Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) Standards
In addition to the NRPA Standards, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) has identified 30
Michigan Recreation Opportunity Standards.

TABLE 3-1: ST. CLAIR COUNTY, REGIONAL PARK NEEDS - ACREAGE

REGIONAL PARK NEEDS: CURRENT POPULATION (BASED ON 2020 CENSUS) - 160,383
5 acres per 1,000 people Current Acreage Acres Needed

802 1,171.5 +369.5 over

10 acres per 1,000 people Current Acreage Acres Needed

1,604 1,171.5 -432.5 deficit

REGIONAL PARK NEEDS: PROJECTED POPULATION (2040 SEMCOG FORECAST) - 166,922

5 acres per 1,000 people Current Acreage Acres Needed

10 acres per 1,000 people Current Acreage Acres Needed
1,669 1,171.5 -497.5 deficit
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Like the NRPA Standards, these MDNR standards identify acres required for parks and recreation purposes. They
also identify the number of units, such as boat launch sites or feet of fishing access, needed to serve the
population within a defined area.

The MDNR Standards also recognize that no one agency, such as a county parks and recreation commission or
department, is responsible for meeting all of the recreational standards in a given region. Therefore, the MDNR
suggests that facilities managed by state and county governments, as well as those owned and managed by
cities, townships, and villages, be included in a comprehensive inventory and be measured against the numerical
standard.

Of the 30 standards identified by the NRPA and MDNR, 16 are considered to be “resource-based” facilities as
opposed to “activity-based” facilities. Resource-based facilities are more likely to be used by all citizens
throughout a county or region. Swimming beaches and nature trails are examples of resource-based facilities.
Tennis courts and ball diamonds are examples of activity-based facilities; these are more likely to be used by
residents within a community, neighborhood, or locale.

Subjective Interpretation of Standards

Recreation standards are often used to test the validity of information gained from surveys and through direct
citizen input. Therefore, planners in Michigan have historically used numerical standards as a means of
determining the number of park acres and/or facilities needed to serve a given population. These standards
were originally expressed only in terms of open space, but later were expanded to include a list of basic park
amenities.

The strength of the standards approach to planning has been that these formulas are officially accepted by most
state and federal plan review agencies.

However, even though recreation planning standards are generally constructive, they must also be used
intelligently in concert with other information because they tend to either understate or overstate actual citizen
needs due to regional interests, demographics, citizen mobility, unique natural areas, and the impact of tourism.
Recognizing the value of public opinion, standards, and intelligent analysis, the St. Clair County Parks and
Recreation Commission has relied on both quantitative data as well as public comments, citizen surveys, input
from numerous government officials and on subjective and objective interpretation of all data sources.

This balance of subjective and objective interpretation is the basis for all St. Clair County Parks and Recreation
Commission decisions and actions.

BARRIER-FREE ENDEAVORS/ACCESSIBILITY

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) reports that over 53 million Americans — one out of every five adults — are
disabled. While these numbers are broad estimates, it is clear that the number of people nationwide who have
disabilities is large and is growing significantly as the American population continues to age. The incidence of
disability rises sharply as individuals reach their sixth and seventh decade of life. In St. Clair County, 12.6% of the
total population (US Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2015-2019) under age 65 has a disability.

PARC is dedicated to providing positive recreational opportunities for all citizens. With that dedication comes
recognition of the importance of providing for the special needs of disabled members of the community.

To that end, PARC has removed barriers from existing facilities.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), PARC is working to ensure that all future
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parks and recreation projects adhere to specifications for access, inclusion, emotional well-being, and physical
fitness that provide increased independence and improved quality of life for disabled individuals.

Each PARC facility was compared to the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design and given a ranking from 1-5,
where:

e 1 =none of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design
2 = some site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design

3 = most site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design

4 = all site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design, and

5 = the facility meets the Principals of Universal Design

Goodells County Park | Accessibility Ranking: 4

Access issues have been addressed for each activity area. Both the Community Center and the Visitor’s Center
have paved sidewalks and pathways for easy entrance and egress as well as convenient parking areas with a
more-than-adequate number of handicapped-accessible parking spaces. These buildings also have electrically-
operated handicapped-accessible doors, proper signage for direction and location, and completely accessible
bathroom and shower facilities.

Paved pathways connect these buildings to other park areas, including the children’s playground, the historic
village, exhibit barns, Farm Museum, and picnic pavilions. PARC has also provided handicapped and wheelchair
access to the Special Events Arena. All historic buildings are barrier free with earth ramps to create "at-grade"
entrances.

There are paved handicapped parking spaces in the north gravel parking lot, as well as the east gravel lot. The
Splashpad is also barrier-free, so that all residents and visitors can enjoy it during the summertime. Additionally,
the main play structures at Goodells County Park are handicapped-accessible.

Columbus County Park | Accessibility Ranking: 3

Currently, there are handicapped-accessible parking spaces. The park Lodge includes an ADA-accessible family
restroom and an elevator shaft, in the event that the basement will include a public use in the future. The park
also features playground with a fully handicapped-accessible play structure.
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Fort Gratiot County Park | Accessibility Ranking: 4

Accessible parking has been addressed by dedicating handicapped parking spaces by the beach area and near
both pavilions. The main picnic shelter is equipped with an ADA-accessible family restroom. Clear signage has
been put in place to assist with wayfinding.

A boardwalk leading to the beach provides access to the water. A transfer bench is located near the water’s
edge, and a beach wheelchair is available for use for free. PARC's accessible beach wheelchair is equipped with
large, wide wheels which can roll across the sand without sinking.

Woodsong County Park | Accessibility Ranking: 2

At this time, there is a temporary parking lot providing access to the park. The park currently is a passive park
with rustic trails and mountain bike trails. In 2017, an ADA-accessible canoe and kayak launch was installed at
Woodsong, though the steep trail leading from the parking lot to the launch is not ADA-accessible.

North Channel County Park | Accessibility Ranking: 1

This park is currently undeveloped. Plans for North Channel County Park include an ADA-accessible canoe and
kayak launch, an ADA-accessible boardwalk, and ADA-accessible paths throughout the park. Additional
amenities will include accessible parking and restroom facilities. See the design plan on Page 39.

Fort Gratiot Light Station | Accessibility Ranking: 4

The Fort Gratiot Light Station includes handicapped parking spaces. PARC also used Michigan Coastal
Management Grant funds in 2012 to build interpretive signage and accessible walkways near the Light Station.
Barrier-free restrooms have been constructed in the Fog Signal building and the equipment building.

Trails | Accessibility Ranking: 3
Barrier-free access is an important component of the St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission trails
projects as well.

For both the Bridge to Bay Trail and the Wadhams to Avoca Trail, PARC has specified and is working toward:
e Adequate accessible parking spots and restrooms at trailheads.
e Adequate, legible signage for ease of understanding by people with visual or cognitive impairments .
® Proper substrate and finished trail surface for ease of wheelchair and ambulatory mobility.

Currently, there are handicapped parking spaces at every trailhead parking lot along the Wadhams to Avoca
Trail. Accessible vault toilets are located at the Avoca, Imlay City and Lapeer Road trailheads.

Trails are built to the dimensions specified by the Americans with Disabilities Act to allow trail access for
wheelchairs, while preventing passage by motorized vehicles. All bollards at road crossings are placed according

to the standard.

People with disabilities encountering barriers to their enjoyment of any St. Clair County park are encouraged to
contact PARC regarding the issue and are invited to make suggestions to reduce or eliminate the barrier.
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PARKS AND RECREATION PROPERTY HELD BY MUNICIPALITIES,
TOWNSHIPS, STATE AND PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS

OVERVIEW

The matrix that appears on the following pages show an inventory of municipal and township recreational
facilities within St. Clair County. The Metropolitan Planning Commission conducted this inventory to determine
the number of parks and recreation facilities and their acreage and features. The inventory was developed
through the examination of community recreation plans and through discussion with local government officials.

MPC staff examined information about playgrounds, ball fields, soccer fields, basketball courts, outdoor and
indoor swimming pools, access to ponds, rivers and lakes, marinas, boat ramps, fishing access (other than by
boat), ice skating, camping, trails, golf courses, picnic shelters or pavilions, community centers, hunting access,
and any other special facilities.

In addition to these items, several communities indicated the existence and availability of tennis courts, volleyball
courts, boardwalks, park benches, viewing vistas, landscaped areas, concession stands, track and football fields,
indoor tracks, golf ranges, and golf domes. Some facilities are lighted for use at night.

The inventory also shows that several communities own vacant park land that is planned for recreational
development at some point in the future. Some of this vacant land is wetland and is, therefore, not intended for
development of any kind.

School facilities are not included even though all or most of those have playgrounds that are open to the public.
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Park Acres Amenities
Smith Field 2.0 Skate Park
River access, boat launch, fishing access, picnic areas, restrooms,
Riverfront Park 5.0 freighter watching, gazebo rental, life jacket loaner station,
blooming gardens
Water Tower Park 1.0 Playground
Scout & Columbia St. Park 0.25 Playground
Playground, soccer fields, basketball/volleyball courts, swimming
Lions Field 10.0 pool, trails, tennis courts, picnic areas, community center,

Village of Capac

restrooms

Park Acres Amenities
Capac Lions Park 6.0 Playground, ballfields, picnic areas, restrooms
Marine City
Park Acres Amenities

Marine City Beach 1.20 Bath!ng beaf:h, river accgss, playground, fishing access, restrooms,
pavilion, freighter watching
Ri fishi leshi k display, freigh

Broadway Park 0.75 iver a.\ccess, shing access, battleship gun deck display, freighter
watching

. Volleyball courts, river access, fishing access, Peche Island
Lighth Park 1. ! ! !
Ighthouse Par 0 Lighthouse, freighter watching

Civic Women's Club River Park 0.5 River access, fishing access, picnic area, freighter watching

Drake Memorial Park 0.75 River access, fishing access, freighter watching

Nautical Mile Park 1.2 River access, fishing access, picnic areas, freighter watching

Tot Lot 0.5 Playground

King Road Park 14.0 Playgro.und, ba!lﬁelds, p|Fn|c a.\reasf re.strooms, t?asketball/volleyball
courts, ice skating, sledding hill, drinking fountain

Ward Cottrell Park 5.5 Ballfields, tennis courts, playground, running track

St. Clair Park 0.5 River access, fishing access, freighter watching

Water Works Park

Village of Emmett
Park

1.63

Acres

Playground, river access, fishing access, picnic areas freighter
watching

Amenities

Emmett Village Park
City of Marysville

10

Park Acres Amenities
Playgrounds, soccer fields, basketball courts, trails, tennis courts,
Marysville City Park 58 picnic areas, restrooms, amphitheater, picnic shelters, ballfields,
sledding hill, freighter watching
Marysville Boardwalk 14 River access, boat ramp, bathing beach, fishing access, trail,

freighter watching
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City of Marysville (continued)

Park Acres Amenities

Playground, soccer field, ice skating, inline skating, picnic

Morton Park 10 table/areas, restrooms, picnic shelters, skate park, parking
area, trails/walking track

Mermaid Park 0.7 River access, fishing access, freighter watching

4th Street Park 35 Trails
Playground, bathing beach, river access, fish cleaning
station, concessions, restrooms, charging stations, fishin

Chrysler Beach 2 pier, gazebo, trail, picnic areas, ADA agccfssible, boat Iaur?ch,
kayak launch

Ravenswood Road Park 39 Ice skating, trails

Washington Road Park 5.4 Native trees

Huron Road Park 1.4 Ice skating

New Hampshire/6th Street Park 1 Ice skating

Delaware Road Park 0.3 Ice skating

Connecticut Road Park 0.3 Ice skating

Municipal Golf Course

Golf course, restrooms, freighter watching

City of Memphis
Park Acres Amenities
Musial Road Park 5 Playground, river access, fishing access, trails, picnic area,

water fountain

City of St. Clair
Park Acres Amenities
Imagination Station (play Structure), sand volleyball, Roller
. Hockey Rink, Basketball Courts, Picnic Shelter, Pathways,

Greig Park 36.5 Natureylnterpretive Trail, Modular Skate Bike Park, BM\;(
Pump Track, Portable Restroom, Artwork

Klecha Park 49 3 Ball Fields, Playground, Restrooms, Picnic Pavilion, Paved
Pathway

Palmer/Oakland Access 0.1 St. Clair River Access, Park Bench, Freighter Watching
World's Longest Freshwater Boardwalk, Paved Pathway, Art

Palmer Park 5.9 Sculptures, Seating Area, Freighter Watching, Downtown
Access

Patrick Sinclair Park 0.6 River access, fishing access, marina

Harbor Walk 0.52 River a.lccess, fishing access, boardwalk, boat slips, freighter
watching

Diamond Pointe Park 0.7 Landscaped Area, Art Sculpture

Community Center

Outdoor Community Pool 0.7 Outdoor pool
9 Ball Fields, 4 Picnic Shelters, Concession/Fieldhouse,

Legacy Park 52 Permanent Restrooms, Pine River Access, 26 Acres
Undeveloped

Pine River Access 1.2 Undeveloped, Pine River Access

Pine Shores Golf Course 51 Nine Hole Golf Course, Clubhouse Facility
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Park Acres Amenities
Rotarv Centennial Park 03 Boardwalk, Boat Mooring on Pine River, Pine River Access,
y ) Picnic Tables & Grills, ADA - Accessible Fishing Pier, Art
120 Boat Slips, Boat Launcher, ADA Accessible Canoe/Kayak
st. Clair Harbor 6.2 Laur.1ch, Canoe/Kayak.Re.ntaIs, Camping, Fish CIe.anlng
Station, Restrooms, Picnic Shelter, Water, Electric, Pumpout
Station
OoT PO 0
Park Acres Amenities
Lakeside Park 17.7 Courte'sy Toy I.30x, Beach Volleyball Court, Handicapped
Accessible Swing, Bathrooms
Lighthouse Park 79 Pgrklng Lots, Bath House, Seawall Fence, Jetties, Hot Coal
Bins
Blue Water Bridge Park 3.7 River access, fishing access, trails, freighter watching
Thomas Edison Park 9 River access, fishing access, trail, freighter watching
Pine Grove Park 13.7 P!ayground, ballfields, river acce_ss, ﬁshlng .access,.tralls,
picnic areas, restrooms, concessions, pavilion, freighter
Lincoln Avenue Turnout 0.5 River access, fishing access, freighter watching
Kiefer Park 0.9 St. .Clanlr River Habitat Restora?t'lon Display, Bridge to Bay ‘
Trail Sign and Pathway Electrical Box, Wooden Benches with
Kind Park Surrounding Fence, Baby Swings, Lighted Areas, Fire
Hydrant
Municipal Office Grounds 1.8 River access, fishing access, trail, freighter watching
Wastewater Treatment Plant 1.1 River access, fishing access, trail, freighter watching
Lincoln Park Turnout 0.6 River access, fishing access, trail, freighter watching
Fort Street Dock 0.8 River access, marina, fishing access, trail, restrooms
River access, marina, fishing access, restrooms, ADA
Quay Street Dock 1 v . I "8
accessible kayak launch
Southside Dock & Park 1.25 River access, fishing access
River Street Dock 9.1 River access, marina, fishing access, restrooms
12th Street Dock 1.8 River access, boat ramps, fishing access, restrooms
Riverside Boat Ramp 5.7 River access, boat ramps, fishing access, restrooms
Sanborn Park 417 Playgrounq, ballfield, basketball court, swimming pool,
trails, tennis courts, restrooms
International Flag Plaza Parking Lots, Memorialized Bricks, Memorial Benches,
g Propeller Display, Blue Water Maiden, 43rd Parallel Exhibit
Palmer Park 78 Playground, ice skating, trails, community center, sledding,
restrooms
Gratiot Park 18 Basketball Court, Lighted Areas, Baby Swings, Bus Stop
Shelter
Mansfield Park 0.8 Playground
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City of Port Huron (continued)

City of Yale
Park

Park Acres Amenities

Mansfield Park 0.8 Playground

Optimist Park 3.2 Playground, ballfields, basketball court, ice skating, picnic areas

White Park 3.4 Playground, ballfields, basketball courts, ice skating

20th & Court Street Park 2.5 Swimming pool, restrooms

11th & Division Tot Park 1 Lighted Areas, Baby Swings, Baby Slide

19th & Division Tot Park 0.5 Baby Swings, Tot Lot

Knox Field 6.5 Parking Lots, Basketball Court, Track, 2 I?aseball ﬁelds.with
Bleachers and Dugouts, Splash Pad, Pavilion, Baby Swing

Lincoln Park 98 PIaygrouer, baIIﬁeIds,‘basketbaII courts, ice skating, picnic
areas, freighter watching
Parking Lots, Tennis Court, 2 Baseball Fields with Bleachers and

16th & Dove Park 14.5 Dugouts, Pickleball Court, Handicap Accessible Swing,
Basketball Court

Haynes Park 117 Basketball Court - 1 hoop, 4 Hoop Basketball Pole, Surrounding
Fence

12th & Jenks Tot Park 0.44 Playground

. Information Board, Memorial Plaques, Dog and Boy Reading

Heritage Park on the Quay 0.21 Bench, Water Front, Cement Steps - Art

Flag Plaza Park 1.2 River access, fishing access, freighter watching

McMorran Place Special events, performances, concessions, restrooms

Renaissance Tot Park 0.47 Playground

Acres

Amenities

Yale City Park

Berlin Township
Park

16

Acres

Playground, ballfields, river access, fishing access, picnic areas,
special facilities, restrooms

Amenities

Berlin Township Memorial Park

11

Playground, soccer fields, basketball courts, ice skating, trials,
picnic areas, community center, special facilities

Burtchville Township

Brockway Township
Park Acres Amenities
Brockway Township Park 38 Playground, ballfields, basketball courts, lake access, bathing

beach, fishing access, skate park, restrooms

Casco Township

Park Acres Amenities
Playground, ballfields, basketball courts, lake access, bathing
Burtchville Township Park 18 beach, fishing access, skate park, trails, tennis courts, picnic

areas, restrooms, freighter watching

Park Acres Amenities
Belle River Park 20 undeveloped
Casco Township Park 97 undeveloped
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Park Acres Amenities
Pearl Beach Pier 0.5 River access, fishing access, fishing pier
Playground, basketball courts, ice skating/inline
Clay Township Hall Park 6.6 skating, Fr.ails, picnic a.reas, volleyball COL.th, ,?PlaSh
pad, pavilion, concessions, horse shoe pits, "little
libraries," restrooms
U (J
Park Acres Amenities
Indian Trial Road Site 62 Playground, ballfields, soccer fields, restrooms
Playground, ballfields, soccer fields, basketball courts,
Neiman Park 3.5 picnic areas, community center, horseshoe pits,
restrooms
King Road/Belle River Site 14 Playgro.und,_river access, fishing access, trails, picnic
areas, fire pit, restrooms
Recor Road Site 5.3 Undeveloped
e 0 [J
Park Acres Amenities
Playground, ballfields, soccer fields, tennis courts,
Bills Bearss Park 20 picnic areas, pavilion, basketball court, concessions,
restrooms
Firefighters Park 1 Playgrouer, Ball <.:|iamond, basketball court, picnic
facilities, ice skating
Pl - . m
Clyde Township Hall Park 1 ayground, tennis courts, picnic areas, pavilion,
restrooms
Basketball rts, inli kati I d
Jake Simpson Wilderness Park 17 .as ethall courts, Iniine skating, playground,
pickleball court
Riverfront Park 1.8 undeveloped
0 J 0 J
Park Acres Amenities
Belle River Roadside Park 23 River access, fishing access, picnic areas
0 - - 0 [J
Park Acres Amenities
Playground, ballfields, soccer fields, basketball/
Cottrellville Township Park 17 volleyball courts, picnic areas, restrooms, freighter
watching
Riverside Park 2.8 River access, fishing access
U [
Park Acres Amenities
Playground, ballfields, soccer fields, basketball courts,
East China Park 31 rlvcfzr acces§, fishing ac'cess, ice sl.<at|.ng/|nllne skating,
trails, tennis courts, pickleball, picnic areas, dog park,
restrooms, pavilions, freighter watching
River Park 0.2 Playground, river access, fishing access, picnic areas
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East China Township (continued)

Emmett Township

Park Acres Amenities
Manor Park 1.6 Playground
. River access, fishing access, picnic tables, ADA-
Springborn Park 0.2 Accessible Kayak launch
Township Hall Site 13

Park Acres Amenities
Emmett Township Park 3 Playground, basketball courts
Park Acres Amenities
Playground, ballfields, basketball courts, river
North River Road Park 7 access, fishing access, tennis courts, picnic areas,
ADA-accessible kayak launch, restrooms
Robert E. Crawford Ball Fields 18 Playground, ballfields, restrooms
Mclntyre Park, Fort Gratiot Canine Commons 9 River Access, fishing access, trails, dog park
Keewahdin Road Beach 0.25 Lake access, fishing access, freighter watching
Fort Gratiot Pond 40 Playground, pond access, fishing access, trails,

picnic areas, covered fishing dock

Kettlewell Pond

Grant Township

Pond access, fishing access, paved trails, large
observation dock

Greenwood Township

Park Acres Amenities
Playground, ballfields, soccer fields, basketball
Township Park 10 courts, trails, tennis courts, picnic areas,

shuffleboard court, pavilion, restrooms

Ira Township

Park Acres Amenities
Playground, ballfields, basketball courts, trails,
Greenwood Township Park 24.8 tennis courts, picnic areas, special facilities,

restrooms

Kenockee Township
Park

Park Acres Amenities
Playground, basketball courts, lake access, fishing
Ira Township Municipal Park 33 access, ice skating/inline skating, trails, picnic areas,
disc golf, gaga ball pits, restrooms
Water Works Park 25 Lake access, fishing access, trails

Acres

Amenities

Township Hall Park

16.4

Playground, ballfields, basketball courts, trails,

picnic areas, sledding hill
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Park Acres Amenities
Playground, ballfields, basketball courts, pond
Township Park #1 - Sutherland 46 access, fishing access, bathing beach, trails, tennis
courts, picnic areas, restrooms
Township Park #2 - Smiths Creek Park 3 P!ayground, basketball courts, ice skating, trails,
picnic areas
0 .
Park Acres Amenities
Ohmer Township Park 4 Playground, picnic shelter area
e 0 [
Park Acres Amenities
Capac Schools Property 12 Playground, ballfields, soccer fields, trails, pavilion
restrooms
e 0 0 0
Park Acres Amenities
Township Park #1 - Lions Club 10 PIaygrour\d,.river access, I:_)oat ramps, fishing
access, picnic areas, sledding hill, restrooms
Township Park #2 - Port Huron Township RV Playgroynd, bafc'ket.ba.” courts., river acc.ess, ﬁ.shi.ng
Campground 18.4 access, ice skating/inline skating, camping, picnic
areas, restrooms
Playground, ballfields, soccer fields, basketball
Township Park #3 - Memorial Park 58 courts, river access, fishing access, camping, picnic
areas, restrooms
Playground, pond access, ADA - accessible fishing
Township Park #4 - 40th Street Pond 65 piers, trails, picnic areas, restrooms, ADA -
accessible kayak launch, boat launch
Township Park #5 56 undeveloped
Township Park #6 - Hoover School 15 Playground, basketball courts, picnic areas,
restrooms
River access, boat ramps, fishing pier access, trails,
Baker's Field Park 61.5 pavilion, restrooms, ADA - accessible kayak launch,
tennis courts, pickleball court
Michigan Road Little League Park 10.6 Playground, ballﬁelf:ls, soccer fields, river access,
restrooms, concessions
Water Street Property 32.6 undeveloped
RIle 0 D
Park Acres Amenities
Riley Township Park 19 PIaygroun(?I, ba‘llﬁ('elds, soccer fields, basketball
courts, trails, picnic areas
Egling Road Pond 20 Pond access, fishing access, trails
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Park Acres Amenities
Playground, ballfields, basketball courts, river
Fred Meiselbach Township Park 5 access, fishing access, picnic areas, pavilion,
restrooms
diCc 0 )
Park Acres Amenities
Township Park 26.7 Playground, picnic shelter area, restrooms, water

pump
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THE PLANNING PROCESS

The success of any planning process is reliant upon stakeholder involvement. St. Clair County has committed
itself to pursue a proactive public outreach effort throughout the development of this plan. Efforts focused on
soliciting community involvement to maximize awareness of the recreation planning process.

2022-2026 Master Recreation Plan Development
The process that led to the development of this 2022-2026 Master Recreation Plan included:

e A decision by the Parks and Recreation Commission to update the Master Recreation Plan in accordance
with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources guidelines.

e Contracting the services of the St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission to manage the project
and complete the update.

e A review of the existing Master Recreation Plan by the St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning
Commission.

e A leadership survey distributed to members of the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners, Parks and
Recreation Commission, PARC Committees, and the Metropolitan Planning Commission.

e An online, countywide survey, allowing residents to provide input from May through July in 2021. The
survey was completed by 306 respondents.

e Drafting of the Master Recreation Plan document.
e Discussion among all PARC committees regarding 2022-2026 goals and objectives.

e Review of the Master Recreation Plan document by the Parks and Recreation Commission, the
Metropolitan Planning Commission and the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners.

e A 30-day public review and comment period that began on December 5, 2021 and ended on January 5,
2022.

e A public hearing held on January 12, 2022 to receive additional citizen comments.

e A presentation of the Master Recreation Plan to all members of PARC, as well as the Metropolitan
Planning Commission.

e Adoption of the Master Recreation Plan by PARC on January 12, 2022.

e An update on the Master Recreation Plan to the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners, Environment
and Public Works Committee on January 6, 2022.

e Adoption of the Master Recreation Plan by the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners at its January 20,
2022 meeting.

e Transmission of the Master Recreation Plan to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR).
e Transmission of the Master Recreation Plan to SEMCOG and the Metropolitan Planning Commission.

OVERVIEW OF PUBLIC INPUT

LOCAL LEADERS SURVEY

At the start of this planning process, members of the Board of Commissioners, Parks and Recreation
Commission, Metropolitan Planning Commission, and PARC committees were given a survey to establish a
framework on key planning issues related to parks and recreation in St. Clair County. There were 15 responses to
the Local Leaders Survey. A summary of the leadership survey input can be found on the next page.

COUNTYWIDE PUBLIC SURVEY

From May through July 2021, an online survey was available to residents to provide input on parks and
recreation in St. Clair County and the update of the Master Recreation Plan. Respondents were presented with
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LOCAL LEADERS SURVEY SUMMARY

86% feel we need more bicycle infrastructure in our communities.

93% feel it is important for local communities to install bike lanes on local roads to provide a safe trans-
portation alternative and create connections to the larger regional trail network.

100% of the respondents indicated they would like to see the regional trail network expand to the west-
ern part of St. Clair County.

80% think there are adequate resources available to senior citizens in St. Clair County.
53% do not feel there is a lot to do for young people within the County.

64% feel that the County should develop additional parks or add to existing parks.
73% are willing to fund new park facilities or park improvements. 26% are not.

23% feel that PARC should assist local communities in developing additional dog parks, while 47% are un-
sure.

What do you like about St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Facilities?

Access to water for all residents.

Biking and walking trails.

Diversity and variety of parks with unique features.
The countywide millage funding mechanism.
Diverse locations throughout the county.

Play areas for children.

Well maintained structures and facilities.

Quality of design and maintenance.

Improvements | would like to see in St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Facilities:

Continue biking and walking trails to western part of county.
Extend Wadhams to Avoca Trail to Yale.

More trails/Connect bike trails to each other and to city centers.
Continued maintenance of facilities.

Trail improvement, more for handicapped people.

Increased use by county residents.

Continue to develop existing parks.

More downriver.

Restroom facilities at all locations.

Increased funding to keep up with maintenance.

More marketing toward tourism.

Sites that can include winter and indoor activities.
Development/maintenance of parks in southern end of the county.
More trails for riding horses at Columbus and Goodells County Parks.
Ropes course/Challenge course.

Updated facilities in a timely fashion.
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23 questions on the survey, covering such topics as park visitation habits, preferred method of receiving
information, recreation preferences, and open ended questions that allowed for written answers and open idea
submittals. In total, there were 306 respondents to the online survey. The online survey was an optimal
solution for gathering public input during the COVID-19 pandemic that began in March 2020. In-person events
were not able to be held during the planning process.

While the responses came from all parts of the county, the largest percentage (62%) of respondents lived in
Port Huron and its surrounding communities - Port Huron Township, Fort Gratiot Township, Kimball Township
and the City of Marysville. Approximately 42% of respondents were between the ages of 30 and 49. Another
34% were between ages 50 and 65. Roughly 8.25% of respondents were age 29 or younger.

About half of the respondents said they visited St. Clair County parks more than ten times in the past year. 22%
visited one or more of the County parks between three and six times over the past year. 58% of respondents
are satisfied with the overall amount of park land in St. Clair County and 85% would like the County to develop
additional parks or add to existing parks.

Highlights from the countywide survey are shown on the following pages.
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COUNTYWIDE ONLINE SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS

Trail-Related Survey Input:

28% did not use the Bridge to Bay Trail or Wadhams to Avoca Trail in the past year.
26% used one or both of the trails in the past year.

18% used one or both of the trails between 3-6 times in the past year.

85% would like to see the Wadhams to Avoca Trail extended to the City of Yale.

Summary of things people like best about St. Clair County Parks:

Biking/Walking Trails

The number and variety of parks

Good locations/accessibility

Waterfront areas/Access to water
Playgrounds are new and well-maintained
Parks are well-maintained and clean

Well run and adequately funded

Natural areas/habitats

Not over-programmed

Splash pads

Summary of General Improvements People would like to see:

More beaches

More biking/hiking trails; Extension of trails (both WTA & Bridge to Bay)
More mountain bike trails

Make it possible to walk/bike from one park to another
Available parks in NW part of county

Classes and workshops

More/better signage

More restroom facilities/Year-round restroom facilities
Linking existing Township trails

More kayak launches

More equestrian trails

Western area park

Pave Wadhams to Avoca all the way

More access to lakes and rivers

Improved parking for trails

More kids activities

More promotion/advertising of parks to attract visitors
More disc golf courses

More improvements for runners
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What Improvements would you like to see at Goodells County Park?

e Disc golf course

® More bike trails

e Equestrian trails

Develop ponds for fishing for kids and families
More restrooms and year-round restrooms

More pavilions by the playground/splash pad area
Better connection to the Pine River Nature Center
More/better playground equipment

Paved trails throughout the property

Mountain bike trails

Nothing...it is good as is

What Improvements would you like to see at Columbus County Park?

More of a barrier between the playground and parking lot for safety
Expand equestrian trails

Better signage

Signage about activities for all seasons
More trails (paved and unpaved)

Cross country trails

Kayak launch area

Cross country ski rental

Give equestrians the trails back
More/better mountain biking trails
Enlarge the sledding area

Better handicapped-accessible facilities

What Improvements would you like to see at Woodsong County Park?

Better parking, but not bigger

More trails/extend the trails/more off-pavement trails
Riverfront trail going north into the DNR woodlands

Add a fishing dock

Fishing or access points on water

Existing structures need work to promote usage. Looks deserted
Signage for the trails

Continue mountain bike trails/More mountain bike trails
Camping

Kayaking opportunities

Better upkeep of facilities

Restrooms
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What Improvements would you like to see at Fort Gratiot County Park?

® More picnic tables or benches

® More parking

e More pavilions

Create a kayak launch

Signage identifying native plants in the park
More play equipment/larger playground area
Improve the beach

Connection to Bridge to Bay Trail

e Keep things as is

What Improvements would you like to see at the Blue Water River Walk?

Signage identifying flowers

Safety features/more security

More local artists” work

Better trash removal/more trash cans

Better cleanup of goose droppings

More discrete signage about how the trail can connect to other routes
More trees and green areas

Restrooms

More benches/sitting areas

Paved parking/parking lot is awful

What Improvements would you like to see along the Wadhams to Avoca Trail?

Extend in both directions

Connect to the Bridge to Bay Trail

Fully paved trail

Trash cans throughout the trail

Increased safety measures/It doesn’t appear safe
Safety lights/call boxes

Better trail markers and maps

Bike repair/tire filling stations/water bottle fill stations
Some entry points need better parking

Trim back the brush...too overgrown

More parking at entry points

More spots to stop and take a break — more benches
Interpretive signage along the trail
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What Improvements would you like to see at the Fort Gratiot Light Station?

e Benches in sand area so people can sit and watch their children
e Upkeep to the lighthouse itself

® Better beach access

e Shade trees and picnic tables

e Add more kids activities like what is hosted by museum

What amenities would you like to see at the new County Park in Clay Township?

Beach

Nature trails

Connect park to Bridge to Bay Trail

Kayak launch

Restrooms

Fishing pier/separated fishing access
Concession stand

Picnic pavilions/shelters near the channel and shade trees
Bike repair stations

Accessible pathways/accessible amenities
Never heard of it...needs marketing

What improvements would you like to see with hiking/biking trails in St. Clair County?

More trails and connect existing trails to one another
Connected, linked trails

Safety measures

Cleaner/more trail restrooms

More mountain bike trails

Better signage/mile markers

The more, the merrier

More awareness of available trails

More trails on side roads/off main roads
Bike lanes for transportation

More improvements for runners

Trails to connect to existing trails
Connect to Macomb County biking trails
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BLUE WATER RIVER WALK
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RELATION TO THE ST. CLAIR COUNTY MASTER PLAN

The St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission (MPC) and the Board of Commissioners adopted the St.
Clair County Master Plan in November 2016.

The MPC identified numerous goals of the County Master Plan that are directly related to the County’s
recreational needs, including:

e Recreation Opportunities: Continue development of high quality parks and recreation facilities,
community facilities, and public infrastructure.

e Walkable Communities: Promote greater access to complete, walkable neighborhoods. Connect
people to healthy food, parks, shops, transportation options and other core services.

e Focused Placemaking: Make great places in our local communities by capitalizing on unique assets.
Ensure that residents and visitors have multiple options for housing, transportation, recreation, and
entertainment.

e Healthy People and Places: Create a healthy environment for people, decrease chronic and acute
diseases, and promote access to fresh, healthy food in all St. Clair County communities.

e Resource Protection: Create a cleaner and greener built and natural environment - more trees, better
air and water quality, and lower carbon emissions.

e Efficient Public Services: Reinvent and continually improve how effective and efficient public services
are delivered to the public. Seek innovative ways to improve the quality and depth of public services.
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ST. CLAIR COUNTY
2040 LoNG RANGE
¥ TRANSPORTATION PLAN

» ST. CLAIR COUNTY
9 MASTER PLAN

BTNy, ST CLAIR COUNTY
2@ METROPOLITAN

i N
COMMISSION

Adopted: March 19, 2014

Specific planning objectives and strategic actions related to parks and recreation in the St. Clair County Master
Plan include:

e Work with community partners and stakeholders to develop and implement a Blueways of St. Clair
Strategic Master Plan.

e Promote the special features within the county including forests, parks, trails, lakes, rivers, and other
physical amenities.

e Link new and existing recreation facilities with non-motorized trails.

e Link new and existing trails and greenways with new and existing trails and greenways in neighboring
counties.

e Promote county attractions in order to stimulate awareness that St. Clair County is a great place to live,
work, and play, and enhance business attraction efforts.

e C(Create a prioritized list of areas underserved by parks and recreation spaces and develop a schedule for
addressing each one.

e Help create a private operation/association to plan, promote, and support both Blueways and greenways,
coordinating with business and government efforts.

e Continue to build upon the momentum of the Blue Water Trail Towns program and the Blueways of St.
Clair to maximize economic development opportunities along trails and waterways.

e Work with partners to develop a bike share program in downtown Port Huron, integrating assets such as
the Bridge to Bay Trail and the Blue Water River Walk.

e Participate in local, regional, and statewide initiatives to connect hike-bike trails and water trails.

The Metropolitan Planning Commission is currently updating the St. Clair County Master Plan, which is expected
to be completed and adopted in 2022.

RELATION TO THE 2040 LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN (LRTP)

The St. Clair County 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan includes a Non-motorized Plan Elements section that
highlights potential non-motorized improvements and trail expansion. Since the adoption of the 2040 LRTP, St.
Clair County has taken a proactive approach in planning and constructing non-motorized facilities throughout the
county.
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The following summarizes non-motorized-related recommendations in the 2040 LRTP:

e Promote alternative transportation options for area residents and employees that are reliable and
accessible to all users.

® Incorporate bicycle and pedestrian facilities within major new residential and commercial developments.

e Encourage “Complete Streets” in planning and constructing major transportation improvements.

® Place a high priority on serving the needs of transportation disadvantaged including the elderly, persons
with disabilities, and low income residents.

e Maximize bicycle and pedestrian access to roadways and transit facilities.

e Encourage transportation choices that benefit the environment including transit, carpooling, bike and
pedestrian movement.

e Support alternative transportation modes to improve air quality.

RELATION TO THE 2019 ST. CLAIR COUNTY TRAILS PLAN

St. Clair County, along with the Community Foundation of St. Clair County and numerous local and regional
partners, developed an updated countywide Trails Plan in 2019 that identifies existing gaps in countywide non-
motorized trail networks, identifies preferred alternatives to eliminate those gaps, and prioritizes the timing and
sequencing for completing needed connections. The overarching goal is to complete the Bridge to Bay Trail and
Wadhams to Avoca trail networks, which includes connecting to the Macomb Orchard Trail and the Great Lake-to
-Lake Trail Route #1, which runs from South Haven in the western part of the state to Port Huron in the eastern
part of the state. More information about the St. Clair County Trails Plan can be found in Chapter 4.

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION (PARC) WEBSITE

Once the draft Master Recreation Plan update was complete, each chapter was placed at PARC's website,
www.stclaircounty.org/Offices/parks/, allowing residents and other visitors to the website to access the Plan and
thoroughly read through its content. The draft Plan was accessible on the website beginning on November 24,
2021, in advance of the January 12, 2022 public hearing.

PARC SocCIAL MEDIA

In the past few years, PARC has increasingly leveraged social media to expand its reach and keep the public
informed. The prolific utilization of social media sites such as Facebook and Twitter by the general public make it
a communication medium that cannot be ignored.

PARC has developed and maintains a Facebook page (http://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Clair-County-Parks-
and-Recreation-Commission/114026198441) where people with Facebook accounts can go and “Like” the page
in order to receive updates and announcements from PARC in their Facebook newsfeeds. It has proven to be an
effective way to spread the word about the great projects and activities in which PARC is involved. PARC also has
an Instagram page (@stclaircountyparks.mi ).

Additionally, the Metropolitan Planning Commission administers a Facebook page for The Blueways of St. Clair
project, aimed at keeping citizens and visitors up-to-date on Blueways-related events, paddling information, and
other news related to St. Clair County waterways. That page can be accessed at http://www.facebook.com/
pages/The-Blueways-of-St-Clair/111881135522468?v=wall. The Blueways of St. Clair is also on Twitter
(@BluewaysStClair) and Instagram.

Beginning in May 2021, PARC utilized its social media pages to send out links to the online public survey, as well
as follow up reminders for people to complete the survey.
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I’'m looking for... I need to contact...

Depts, Officials, Local Govts

Apply, Pay, Report, Volunteer Property, Court, or Other Info

i Home Departments FAQ Site Map

Calendar

Blue Water Sand Fest
Brochures

Newsletters
Reservations

Blue Water River Walk
Columbus County Park
Fort Gratiot County Park
Fort Gratiot Light Station
Goodells County Park
Woodsong County Park
Trails

Memeorial Bench, Brick and
Tree Program

Master Recreation Plan
Partnerships
St.Clair County Earth Fair

Parks & Recreation

-

g £

St. Clair County Parks & Recreation Commission

Review the 2017-2021 §t. Clair County Master Recreation Plan

The St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission is funded by a special 0.49 mill property tax for the
purpose of improving parks and recreation services in St. Clair County.

The St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission currently operates the 365-acre Goodells County
Park, 411-acre Columbus County Park, 30-acre Fort Gratiot County Park, 45-acre Woodsong County Park, 5-

Labor Day Bridge and Trail acre Fort Gratiot Light Station, 4-acre Wetland County Park, the Marine City Dredge Cut and the 12-mile long
Walk Wadhams to Avoca Trail. The Commission also assists local units of government with the development and

Canoe & Kayak Launches promotion of the Bridge to Bay Trail.

About Us The Parks and Recreation Commission also provides specialized mobile recreation units for use at
Directions to all the Parks community events including two portable stages, two portable bleacher units, and crowd control barriers.

NERMREAE s St Clair County Parks offers a wide range of recreational opportunities including. but not limited to-

- biking
= rollerblading/inline skating

PARC’S MARKETING AND OUTREACH MATERIALS

PARC hired a full-time Special Events/Marketing/Volunteer Coordinator in 2004, which was a goal of the 2002-
2006 Master Recreation Plan.

PARC employs a variety of marketing efforts, with each park and trail in the park system having its own dedicated
website and brochure. Attractive brochures are distributed to every chamber of commerce in St. Clair County, to
several Michigan welcome centers, Main Street Port Huron, and to various tourism boards. They are also
distributed to all 32 municipalities in the county.

The PARC newsletter goes out to 65,724 households in St. Clair County, tri-annually in the spring, summer and
fall. It is also distributed in the same manner as the brochures, as described above.

PuBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources guidelines, PARC finished drafting the Master
Recreation Plan prior to the public hearing and notified the public by means of a news release and social media,
that the draft copy was available for public review for at least 30 days. The draft document was available to be
read at the PARC office, as well as on the PARC website. The public hearing was held during a regular PARC
meeting on January 12, 2022.
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200 Grand River Avenue, Suite 205
Port Huron, MT 48060 - 810)989-6060
wwwstclaircountyparksorg
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Funding for the construction of Bridge to Bay
Trail sections comes from the St. Clair County
Parks and Recreation millage. local government
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been provided by the United States Government
through the Transportation Equity Act for the
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tered by the Michigan Department of Transpor-
tation (MDOT); the Michigan Natural Resources
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by the Community Foundation of Southeastern

Bridge to Bay
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lodsong County Parkis located at
Rynn Road, Clyde, MI 43049
alarge print brochure, call 810/989-6960.
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Woodsong
County Park

St. Clair County, Michigan
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Discover Woodsong County Park!
www.woodsongcountypark.org
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FORT GRATIOT COUNTY PARK

INTRODUCTION

BENEFITS OF PARKS AND RECREATION

St. Clair County is a vibrant, beautiful community with a great citizenry and a high quality of life. This is an exciting
time for the county, and parks and recreation should be an integral part of the county’s image, character, and
quality of life. Specifically, strong parks and recreation programs have the ability to:

Provide social benefits by connecting people with neighbors of other ages, incomes, backgrounds, and
abilities. Parks and recreation build community pride and spirit.

Provide economic benefits by improving the quality of life in the community and helping to attract
businesses and residents to the county. Top-rate parks and recreation facilities are a competitive
advantage for St. Clair County in economic development.

Provide benefits to the environment by connecting people with and educating them about nature. In
addition, greenways can provide alternative transportation opportunities. Parks and open space are
essential weapons in the county’s arsenal against sprawl and environmental degradation.

Provide benefits to individuals by promoting physical fitness and self-improvement. Opportunities for
exercise and being outdoors result in greater physical fitness, emotional well-being, and connectivity to
nature.

EMERGING ISSUES

Over the next five, ten, and even 20 years, there are some emerging issues unfolding in St. Clair County that will
have numerous implications for recreation planning, including:

An Aging Population
The first issue is that the county will continue to be the home for an ever-increasing aging population. The
median age of county residents is 43.8 years and more than half (54.2%) of the county’s population is at least 40
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Population in St. Clair County 2000-2040
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ST. CLAIRCOUNTY EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 2019
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years old. SEMCOG projects that by 2045, a quarter of the County’s population will be 65 years of age or older.
The Parks and Recreation Commission needs to keep this in mind as it plans out new park amenities and trails.
Additionally, the Commission should strategically partner with other organizations to enhance older residents’
access to parks and recreation facilities to continue living active, healthy lives.

PARC should be cognizant that as more and more county residents retire, there will be an increased number of
older residents with the time and income to spend on leisure. This is true for a number of reasons. More people
are living longer, more people are retiring earlier, and retirees are more active in lifestyle than ever before.

“Brain Drain”

There are very few 20 to 24 year olds in the county. This information suggests that few persons this age stay after
high school graduation. That means few young workers, college students, young singles or young married couples
live in the county. The loss of young adults in the State of Michigan has been well-documented in recent years.
According to the 2019 American Community Survey, there were 9,399 residents (6%) between the ages of 20 to
24 and only 18,278 residents in their twenties altogether. The exodus of young adults is continuing in the present
decade. This loss of college-aged young adults and college graduates has been nicknamed the “brain drain.”

It is well documented that young professionals and families are seeking out a high quality of life when deciding
where to live. They want good schools, access to a wide variety of recreational opportunities, and options for
entertainment. Parks and trails have a big impact on quality of life and influencing decisions on where to live.

Recreational Opportunities for Youth

The greatest percentage of the county’s population, 30%, is between the ages of 50 and 69. The next largest
percentage of the population, 29.2%, is under 24 years of age and 10.3% are under 10 years old, which suggests
that, in addition to providing more services for the elderly within the community, the County and its communities
may also need to target more recreational opportunities toward young children and teenagers.

Economic Development and Placemaking

Quality of life can be defined in many ways; however, most definitions are likely to include parks and recreation
opportunities as a major component. On a global scale, there are no great communities that do not have great
parks and recreation amenities. In today’s world, economic development efforts start with being able to market a
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high quality of life. Companies now look beyond simple infrastructure concerns when deciding where to locate.
They look for areas that offer recreational, cultural, and entertainment amenities — all things that factor into a
high quality of life. Companies go where talented individuals are located. Talented individuals choose where they
live based on quality of life issues.

The term “placemaking” can mean many different things. When it comes to community planning, it often means
simply creating better community spaces in our cities, villages, and townships. St. Clair County and its local units
must work to create places that will draw people in — places that make residents and visitors alike feel as though
that particular town is the place to be. By creating more functional, interesting places, shops and businesses in
our downtown areas can thrive, jobs can be created and sustained, and the already high quality of life in the
county will increase. Recreation plays a huge role in effective placemaking, because people want to live in places
that have options for recreation, options for entertainment, and other options for how they spend their time.

The Tourism Industry in St. Clair County

Most of St. Clair County’s tourist attractions are along the eastern and southern coastline in the form of beaches,
parks, and marinas. There are few recreational areas inland. Local communities offer special events, such as
parades and annual or semi-annual festivals.

St. Clair County is in a prime position to attract even greater amounts of tourism dollars thanks to the park and
trail facilities, historical features, beaches, agri-tourism, cruise ship tourism, and a trend for families and aging
citizens to take vacations closer to home. In recent years, there has been a significant boon in the number of new
restaurants, boutique hotels, theaters, shopping, and entertainment options in downtowns up and down the
shoreline, including Port Huron, St. Clair, Marine City, and Algonac.

The Blueways of St. Clair features 17 paddling routes along St. Clair County waterways, which serve as a tourist
attraction for water enthusiasts from throughout Southeast Michigan. Kayaking and canoeing are continuing to
grow in popularity and PARC expects increased use of the county’s paddling routes.

In addition, there is an ongoing collaborative effort to connect St. Clair County’s trail network with the larger
regional system, including connections to the Macomb Orchard Trail, the Great Lake-to-Lake Trail, and the Great
Lakes Way.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Green infrastructure is our system of natural resources that provide the critical ecological services necessary to
maintain a healthy environment for humans and wildlife. Parks and open space are important components of
green infrastructure. This includes local, state, and federal parks, land conservancy properties, and other natural
areas. Open space that extends across community boundaries provides opportunities for parks and recreational
use. It can also conserve natural features such as habitat for plants and animals.

Land that has major development constraints can be targeted as future protected open space or parks. Areas with
steep slopes, poorly draining and unstable soils, and poor access should be identified to help plan future land
acquisition priorities. A community’s open space and greenway network should connect to the network of
neighboring communities to create a connected regional network. This will help ensure ecological health as well
as expand recreational opportunities for all residents.
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SEMCOG GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE VISION FOR
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN: HIGHLIGHTS

In May 2014, SEMCOG completed the “Green Infrastructure Vision for |
T P ) Green Infrastructure Vision

Southeast Michigan.” Among other things, the Green Infrastructure for Southeast Michigan

Vision examined green infrastructure’s impact on the economy, , :

tourism, transportation, infrastructure, water quality, air quality,
vacant land, and health. It also zoomed in on each of the seven
counties in Southeast Michigan, including St. Clair County, and
identified existing green infrastructure assets, connections, and goals.

Among the highlighted green infrastructure assets in St. Clair County,
the document focuses on the Blueways of St. Clair, the Belle River
Watershed Plan (and other watershed planning efforts), the Blue Water

River Walk, and the numerous assets of the St. Clair County Parks and SEMCOG / suacs o S
W Dovoloping Regionat Salltions

Recreation Commission (PARC).

Regional policy areas identified in the Vision include:

Increasing tree canopy in Southeast Michigan;
Protecting existing high quality wetlands through land use L
regulation; ::i'—“'."f_"ﬁ-h .
Using green infrastructure to manage storm water runoff; TR =
Increasing public green infrastructure in local and regional ,
parks; it oy _Ejt:
Encouraging preservation of high-valued agricultural lands and
development of community gardens to provide a quality local
food network and continue the economic vitality of the
agricultural industry;

Increasing green infrastructure along riparian corridors and
connecting these corridors to parks and other natural areas;
Seeking opportunities to construct green infrastructure in
priority areas such as roadways, institutional properties,
parking lots, riparian corridors, and downtown areas; o o A A s )
Ensuring natural areas have maintenance plans to maintain

quality;

Increasing public access to public parks in small towns within rural areas;

Using access to green infrastructure as a means to attract young professionals;

Increasing public access along the Great Lakes and connecting channels, including the St. Clair River and
Lake St. Clair;

Prioritizing funding for trail improvements to fill gaps within the Southeast Michigan trail network;
Integrating water trails with public green infrastructure along riparian corridors to the extent possible,
including canoe/kayak launch areas;

Coordinating non-motorized trail planning with green infrastructure planning to assist in meeting the
needs of a green infrastructure network that uses trails as a linkage;

Incorporating green infrastructure elements into publicly-funded projects;

Promoting the use of complete and green streets as appropriate in transportation improvements; and
Using vacant land to increase protected green infrastructure around existing parks and natural areas.

e’ Tribrese
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SEMCOG PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN FOR
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN: HIGHLIGHTS

In 2019, SEMCOG completed the “Parks and Recreation Plan for — -

o0 g 2 o N Parks and Recreation Plan i
Southeast Michigan.” This plan was developed to ensure that the region’s for Southeast Michigan
recreation system meets the quality of life, health, and accessibility needs ;
of its residents and visitors, as well as local and regional economic

development and environmental priorities.

SEMCOG established a Parks and Recreation Task Force, comprised of 65
representatives from local governments, state and federal agencies,
nonprofit organizations, land conservancies, trail councils, health care
providers, and other organizations to provide input and guide
development of the plan. The task force met five times over the course of
a year-long planning process. Members identified common challenges
and priorities to establish the framework for this plan, and deliberated on
the regional policies and actions. The St. Clair County Parks and
Recreation Commission and the Metropolitan Planning Commission both
had representatives on the task force.

W o Comrty Bmrwathon Wpvien

The task force’s overarching goal for the region was to ensure that
Southeast Michigan’s recreation system meets the quality of life, health,
and accessibility needs of its residents and visitors, as well as the
economic development and environmental priorities and goals of the
region and local communities.

The plan contains the following six regional policies to address common
challenges and supports a systems approach to park planning,
development, maintenance, and programming:

e Integrate community health and wellness initiatives with outdoor recreation opportunities;

e Ensure equitable access to recreation opportunities for people of all backgrounds, ages, and abilities
in Southeast Michigan;

® Promote the economic value of parks and recreation in Southeast Michigan;

e Support conservation and stewardship of natural and cultural resources, in balance with outdoor
recreation opportunities;

e Raise awareness among Southeast Michigan residents and visitors about outdoor recreation and
tourism opportunities in the region; and

e Foster collaboration among outdoor recreation stakeholders.

SEMCOG'’S VISION IS FOR ALL PEOPLE IN SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN TO BENEFIT FROM A
CONNECTED, THRIVING REGION OF SMALL TOWNS, DYNAMIC URBAN CENTERS, ACTIVE

WATERFRONTS, DIVERSE NEIGHBORHOODS, PREMIER EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS,
AND ABUNDANT AGRICULTURAL, RECREATIONAL AND NATURAL AREAS.
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PLANNING GOALS AND STRATEGIC ACTION PLAN

TABLE 5-1: 6 STRATEGIC FOCAL AREAS

ADMINISTRATION

The Parks and Recreation Commission aims to continue its history of providing quality
recreational experiences through effective management, innovative service delivery, and
collaboration with community stakeholders.

FINANCE

PARC’s long-term financial directive is to maintain strong financing strategies to address the need
for park acquisition, park development, facilities and infrastructure maintenance, and
environmental stewardship.

PARKLAND

In terms of property acquisition and maintenance, PARC’s focus is to rectify current acreage
deficiencies by acquiring lands and facilities that are viable parks and recreation opportunities for
both present and future citizens.

FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE

PARC’s overarching facilities and infrastructure goal is to ensure quality, safe, and functional
amenities at each of its facilities and along the countywide non-motorized trail network.

GREENWAYS AND BLUEWAYS

PARC’s primary greenways and blueways focus is to provide for a multi-use regional trail and
blueways system that connects community assets and links to other county and municipal parks
and community trail systems.

PLACES AND SPACES

A community’s sense of place is tied to its well-being and prosperity. PARC strives to work with
community stakeholders to bolster placemaking efforts that highlight the waterfront, cultural and
historical resources, and the natural environment.
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ADMINISTRATION

One of PARC's primary focal points is to continue to expand and build upon a solid administrative foundation
that has allowed the organization to effectively and efficiently carry out its mission of providing recreational
opportunities to St. Clair County residents. Over the years, PARC has demonstrated a high degree of
organizational effectiveness - the ability of an organization to utilize its knowledge, skills, and resources to
effectively fulfill its mission. The Parks and Recreation Commission, in conjunction with the St. Clair County
Board of Commissioners and PARC administration, have a proven track record of delivering innovative parks and
recreation services through strong management, broad-based collaboration, and providing leadership in parks
and recreation.

ADMINISTRATION GOAL 1: STRONG COLLABORATION

The importance of strong organizational collaboration to the success and well-being of a community cannot be
overstated. Working with other stakeholders and organizations with common goals is strategically advantageous
and, in current times, it is essential for securing funding, building capacity, and carrying out projects.
Collaborating with community partners allows for resource sharing, community awareness, economies of scale,
innovative problem solving, and access to funding.

Strategic Actions:

e Network with federal, state, county, local and nonprofit recreation providers.

e Encourage and promote use and support from the community, nonprofit conservation organizations,
local businesses, and citizens. Continually work to expand PARC’s volunteer network.

e Communicate and meet regularly with the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners to ensure ample time
for project planning, gathering information, and project review.

e Work with all law enforcement agencies to provide security for all county-owned parks and recreation
facilities, grounds and trails.

e Continue working with the Sherriff's Department to provide cost-effective patrol of county-owned parks
and recreation facilities, grounds and trails.

e Actively collaborate with SEMCOG, the Community Foundation, Friends of the St. Clair River, the
Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance, Michigan Trails Southeast on matters pertaining to recreation,
trails, and tourism.

e (Collaborate with government, businesses, economic development organizations, nonprofit
organizations, and other entities to support parks, trails, and other environmental stewardship efforts.

ADMINISTRATION GOAL 2: EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT

Work to continually innovate and deliver a high quality recreational experience for St. Clair County citizens and
visitors. Above all else, all PARC commissioners and employees share the primary job of ensuring citizens’ (aka
‘customers’) recreational needs are met. To ensure PARC is managed well, PARC officials must understand
customer needs, communicate effectively, and be aware of PARC'’s vision and mission at all times.

Strategic Actions:
e Attend parks and recreation conferences, workshops, training programs, and other educational classes to
expand PARC’s knowledge base.
e Regularly engage the public to find out what citizens need/want in terms of parks and recreational
opportunities.
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Ensure that all staff members are aware of PARC’s vision and mission. Provide staff with the necessary
training and resources to do their jobs well.

Promote sustainability and efficiency practices at PARC facilities to the extent that it is feasible, cost-
effective, and practical.

Provide outstanding customer service in all aspects of PARC's service delivery.

Provide adequate funding for operational needs and adequate staffing for PARC facilities.

ADMINISTRATION GOAL 3: LEADERSHIP IN RECREATION

Staying abreast of the latest trends and best practices in parks and recreation, trail planning, and public service
delivery is imperative for PARC going forward. PARC strives to be a model county park system within the state of
Michigan.

Strategic Actions:

Ensure that PARC commissioners, managers, and staff stay abreast of the latest trends and best practices
in parks and recreation.

Advocate for parks and recreation through participation in local, regional, state, and national recreation
organizations and committees.

Ensure St. Clair County Parks and Recreation is considered a model when it comes to the delivery of
parks and recreation services to residents.

Provide project planning support and assistance to local units of government to ensure they have the

L %

FORT GRATIOT COUNTY PARK

PLANNING GOALS AND STRATEGIC ACTIONS | 91



FINANCE

PARC’s financial focus is to maintain solid financing strategies to address the need for park acquisition,
development, maintenance and stewardship. Funding is a critical component for communities trying to develop
or improve parks. Additionally, creative funding strategies are necessary to effectively maintain existing trails
and to plan, design, and build new trails. PARC is fortunate to be funded by a special 0.5 mill property tax for the
purpose of improving parks and recreation services in St. Clair County and must continually demonstrate
effective stewardship of those millage funds. In order to do this effectively, PARC must pursue specific financial
goals that will continue to provide value and quality services to citizens and local units of government.

FINANCE GOAL 1: EFFICIENT FUNDING MECHANISMS
Ensuring that PARC has adequate financial resources for park and trail acquisition, development, and
maintenance now and into the future. Moreover, working with the Board of Commissioners and County
administration to develop functional and accurate budgets and forecasts.

Strategic Actions:

e Continue to distribute 25% of the annual millage revenues to local units of government - based on the
latest U.S. Census figures - for planning, maintenance, and development of parks and recreation facilities
and programs.

e  Work with the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners to seek renewal of the countywide Parks and
Recreation millage in 2022.

e Research and recommend, as appropriate, potential income-generating mechanisms to support county
parks.

e Continue to aggressively pursue public and private grants and donations.

e  Work with the Community Foundation to maintain and expand agency funds for county parks and trails.

e Maintain grant programs for local units of government to assist in the acquisition of small parcels for
waterfront preservation, skate parks, dog parks, trails, and canoe/kayak launches.

e Continue to assist local units of government in accessing grant opportunities for parks and trails.

FINANCE GOAL 2: COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL PLANNING

Create short—term and long-term business and operations plans for each PARC facility in order to understand
financial opportunities and liabilities and to enhance park usage tracking and metrics. Begin multi-year planning
for maintenance, development, acquisition, and capital improvements.

Strategic Actions:

e Maintain updated business plans for each county park as necessary.

e Continually utilize the Long Term Maintenance Table to identify and manage major investments, assist
with planning decisions, and prioritize capital improvements.

e Regularly evaluate PARC's fee structures and establish an acceptable level of cost recovery through user
fees.

e Use data and metrics from PARC counters and other tracking mechanisms in order to inform future
decision-making.

e Track the income and expenses of each site and program.
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FINANCE GOAL 3: STRATEGIC ASSET MANAGEMENT

Continue to identify and evaluate long-term capital maintenance needs for PARC assets and incorporate those
needs into the County’s Capital Improvement Program. Business and operations plans for each park will identify
recurring renovation needs, projected lifecycles for infrastructure and equipment replacement, immediate project
needs, and projected costs for capital assets.

Strategic Actions:

e (Continue to identify and annually plan for capital improvements for all PARC facilities. Maintain an
accurate inventory of major park assets and improvements (amenities and features valued at greater than
$5,000 and having an ordinary useful life of ten years or more) maintained by PARC.

e Regularly assess the current condition of park assets, identify benchmarks for industry accepted cyclical
maintenance standards, and provide criteria to prioritize needs for renovation or replacement of assets.

e Use the County’s Capital Improvement Program to guide PARC’s annual budgeting and capital
maintenance project submittals.

e Plan and schedule capital projects to coincide with the availability of funds to finance needed
improvements.

e In order to preserve county assets, maintenance and repair projects should be a higher priority than the
construction of new facilities.

B

WOODSONG EOUNTY PARK
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FORT GRATIOT LIGHT STATION
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PARKLAND

PARC’s focus for existing parks is to continue development activities that allow for Goodells, Columbus, Fort
Gratiot, and the Blue Water River Walk County Parks to be used as multi-purpose facilities that can be used year-
round. PARC's focus for Woodsong County Park is to continue its development as a natural area for all county
citizens and their guests. Acquiring land for parks and recreation use in order to rectify acreage deficiencies is a
high priority for the St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission. It is also a priority that cannot be
assigned a specific schedule because, by their nature, land acquisitions are hard to predict. PARC must be flexible
enough to aggressively pursue appropriate land acquisitions whenever they become available. Land acquisitions
are usually “one-shot” opportunities that, if missed, are unlikely to ever come around for a second chance.

PARKLAND GOAL 1: STRATEGIC PROPERTY ACQUISITION

Acquire lands and facilities that are viable parks and recreation opportunities for both present and future county
citizens. Property acquisitions should be targeted in underserved areas and in locations that will allow PARC to
rectify acreage deficiencies based on per capita standards.

Strategic Actions:

e Explore the acquisition of a culturally or naturally significant property or properties in the western part of
St. Clair County for the eventual development of county park facilities.

e |dentify appropriate waterfront properties that could be acquired and developed and integrated into St.
Clair County’s existing green infrastructure network.

e Explore other potential locations for acquisition of significant property or properties, such as:
+ Significant properties in conjunction with the regional trail plans and the Michigan Natural Features

Inventory.

¢ Properties up and down stream from Columbus County Park, particularly riverfront properties.
+ Properties adjacent to existing PARC facilities.
¢ Opportunities for extending the Wadhams to Avoca Trail from Avoca to Yale to the county line.

e To the greatest extent possible, property acquisition and park development projects should reflect the
master plans of the local municipality, the county, the state and adjoining regions.

e Understand the financial implications of acquisition through the use of financial analysis tools. Build
potential acquisitions into the individual business plans developed for each facility.

PARKLAND GOAL 2: PARKS FOR ALL PEOPLE

Understand the changing demographics in St. Clair County and the Southeast Michigan region. Our population is
aging and parks and recreation amenities and programs will need to adjust to population shifts. Additionally,
recreation opportunities that appeal to young professionals, families, and children must also be provided to
attract new residents and maintain St. Clair County’s high quality of life.

Strategic Actions:
e Anticipate the needs of the changing community and structure PARC facilities accordingly.
e Bring children and families into St. Clair County Parks and provide them with reasons to become lifetime
patrons.
e Explore the potential for adding amenities that promote physical activity for senior citizens and other
features that appeal to an aging population.
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GOODELLS COUNTY PARK
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Examine potential opportunities to develop indoor recreation amenities that will promote year-round
facility usage, especially during colder winter months.

Regularly engage stakeholders of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds and ask for their input on future
parks and recreation amenities and future planning activities.

Serve an aging population with social, recreational, active and healthy opportunities.
Ensure that all PARC playgrounds are regularly inspected and safe.
Develop North Channel County Park according to park master plans and community input.

PARKLAND GOAL 3: PRESERVATION OF RESOURCES

According to the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA), the mission of public parks and recreation at all
levels should support the conservation and stewardship of land, water, and natural resources. Parks serve an
essential role in preserving natural resources and wildlife habitat, protecting clean water and clean air, and
providing open space for current and future generations. The quality of life for every person in St. Clair County is
improved by clean, accessible parks, trails, and open space.

Strategic Actions:

Control and/or mitigate the impacts of invasive species on the biodiversity of plants and animals. Plant
additional plant species as needed.

Develop and implement a plan to manage large woody debris in rivers flowing through PARC properties
and stabilize the shoreline to reduce soil erosion and improve fish habitat.

Encourage the propagation of species of plants and animals that are native and indigenous to St. Clair
County.

Protect and maintain the quality of water resources both on and near PARC facilities.

Develop programs to interpret the natural, cultural and physical resources and educate the public of their
importance.

Maintain and grow the partnership with Friends of the St. Clair River and other environmental groups in
support of their stewardship of our region’s natural resources.
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FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE

When it comes to PARC’s general facilities and infrastructure, the focus is to ensure quality, safe, and functional
amenities at every county park and along its non-motorized trail network. Paramount in this focus is ensuring
that all county residents and their guests have a great experience using St. Clair County parks. Great experiences
come from having access to nature, being active outdoors, making memories with loved ones, and learning new
things about the community or environment. This focal area goes hand-in-hand with the identification of long-
term capital maintenance needs and ongoing business planning for individual facilities. Each PARC property is
unique and provides a different user experience for residents and visitors.

FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE GOAL 1: WELL-MAINTAINED INFRASTRUCTURE
Provide a continued high level of service to residents and visitors in a safe, clean manner that protects the natural,
cultural and recreational resources of the county. Ensure that PARC infrastructure functions properly and
contributes to a patron’s overall enjoyment of a facility.

Strategic Actions:

e Replace high maintenance items with more sustainable, low maintenance items.

e Maintain existing and explore new partnerships for maintenance and operation of PARC facilities.

e Provide and maintain appropriate public access to areas designated for public use.

e Explore opportunities to utilize green infrastructure over older, traditional infrastructure when possible.
Look for ways to implement recommendations in SEMCOG's Green Infrastructure Vision for Southeast
Michigan.

e Incorporate rain gardens, bioswales, porous pavement, and other techniques used to manage storm water
runoff when improving PARC facilities. Explore other low-impact development (LID) tools that can be
implemented in PARC facilities.

e Address recurring maintenance needs based on the priorities identified in individual park business plans
and the Long Term Maintenance Table.

FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE GOAL 2: MODERN FACILITIES AND AMENITIES
Maintain and update existing parks and facilities before constructing new facilities. Ensure that PARC officials
have a strong understanding of the current and coming trends in parks and recreation and build modernization
activities into capital improvement projects and individual park business plans.

Strategic Actions:
e Work to develop each park following the goals and objectives of each individual park master plan and
business plan.
Develop parking lots and restroom facilities in appropriate manners based on location and need.
Develop ADA-accessible walkways and trails to enhance connectivity in PARC facilities.
Install ADA-accessible canoe/kayak launches in appropriate locations at PARC-owned facilities.
Continue working with mountain biking advocacy groups to develop additional mountain bike trails at
appropriate locations at Columbus and Woodsong County Parks.

FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE GOAL 3: QUALITY USER EXPERIENCE

Develop and maintain recreational facilities that draw people in to experience nature, experience their
communities, and to be active outdoors. Ensure that all PARC facilities are well-designed and well-maintained.
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Make sure equipment and infrastructure is safe and functional. Create experiences that make people want to
keep coming back to the parks.

Strategic Actions:

e  Work with the Regional Trails Governing Board and other regional and community partners to implement

the St. Clair County Trails Plan and the signage and wayfinding plan for the Bridge to Bay Trail.

° Pursue the year-round usage of PARC facilities and trails.
Enhance informational and directional signage to all park and trail facilities as needed. Improve entrance
and events signage on main roads.
Advocate and facilitate barrier-free access to all PARC facilities, trails, and greenways whenever feasible.
Work to make programs, features, and special exhibits more accessible to the general public.
Work with regulatory agencies to maintain and protect swimming beaches at PARC facilities.

Establish a signature event for each PARC facility as a gateway to additional programming and seek
partners to eventually run those events.

Provide for overflow parking where needed at PARC facilities.
e  Construct additional picnic facilities as needed.

1= -
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GREENWAYS AND BLUEWAYS

PARC’s overarching focus for greenways and blueways is to provide for a multi-use, regional trails and blueways
system that connects community assets and links to other county and municipal parks and community trail
systems. Greenways and blueways provide our residents with an abundance of benefits, including personal
health, transportation options, economic prosperity, increased property values, environmental health, and
community connectivity.

GREENWAYS AND BLUEWAYS GOAL 1: CONNECTED GREENWAYS AND BLUEWAYS

Connect land and water trails within the county to downtowns, natural areas, recreation areas, riparian corridors,
community centers, and other trail systems within the region. Connectivity enhances the quality of life in St. Clair
County while at the same time reducing habitat fragmentation and encouraging additional recreation
opportunities. Connecting the network of greenways and blueways will require a coordinated effort of local,
regional, state, and federal stakeholders, as well as private landowners.

Strategic Actions:
e Work with partners to implement the St. Clair County Trails Plan. Assist local communities in filling
identified gaps in the Bridge to Bay Trail.
e Connect the Bridge to Bay Trail to the Macomb Orchard Trail along Fred Moore Highway as part of the
statewide Great Lake to Lake Trail.
Connect the Bridge to Bay Trail to the Wadhams to Avoca Trail in Port Huron and Port Huron Township.
Extend the Wadhams to Avoca Trail to Yale.
Connect to other land and water trails owned or operated by neighboring counties.
Work with transportation agencies to provide non-motorized access to trail, parks, and greenways
consistent with local, county, and regional non-motorized plans.
Consider acquiring abandoned railroad rights-of-way for future trails.
e Research and pursue grant opportunities from a variety of public and private sources.
e Continue to develop and promote the Blueways of St. Clair and partner with local units of government to
provide additional canoe and kayak launches along the Blueways.
e Ensure compliance with the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) along all trail routes.
e Develop rustic walking/hiking tails throughout PARC facilities.

e Work with equestrian stakeholders to develop equestrian trails in appropriate locations. Provide
adequate parking and river crossings for equestrian activity at PARC facilities.

GREENWAYS AND BLUEWAYS GOAL 2: MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION

Now, more then ever, multimodal solutions are critical in addressing the long-term mobility needs of St. Clair
County residents and businesses. Our residents are getting older and our communities are working to attract new
residents who desire a variety of mobility options. Complete Streets are streets for everyone. They are designed
and operated to enable safe access for all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all
ages and abilities. Complete Streets make it easy to cross the street, walk to shops, and bicycle to work. Parks and
trails play an important role in the provision of multimodal transportation options.

Strategic Actions:
e Work with local communities to encourage their transportation planners and engineers to routinely
design and operate the entire right-of-way to enable safe access for all users, regardless of age, ability, or
mode of transportation.
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Collaborate with local partners to secure “Safe Routes to School” funding for implementation of trail
extensions in appropriate areas.

Work with local units of government and law enforcement on educating people on bicycle and pedestrian
safety.

Actively participate in non-motorized planning and implementation activities with groups such as the
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG), Michigan Trails Southeast, the Michigan
Department of Transportation (MDOT), and other agencies.

Assist local communities, county departments, and other community organizations in developing strong
grant applications seeking funding for multimodal projects that will benefit St. Clair County.

Encourage cost-effective trail patrols throughout the county.

Explore opportunities to integrate non-motorized transportation infrastructure within existing transit
routes.

Work with and support local adoption of Complete Streets policies and bicycle and/or pedestrian mobility
plans.

GREENWAYS AND BLUEWAYS GOAL 3: HEALTHY, ACTIVE COMMUNITIES

St. Clair County ranks 52nd out of 83 Michigan counties in terms of overall health according to the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation. 19% of our population is in fair or poor health and 34% of St. Clair County adults are obese.
27% of St. Clair County residents who are age 20 or older report they have no leisure-time physical activity. About
23% of St. Clair County adults smoke and another 21% have indicated they participate in binge or heavy drinking.
County and local parks are in a prime position to afford residents with an accessible and inexpensive means for
changing their lifestyle behaviors. A healthy population enhances the overall quality of life and economic
prosperity of a community.

Strategic Actions:

Increase marketing of parks and trails to raise awareness and increase utilization.

Work with community partners to develop plans and guidelines that offer incentives to create walkable
and bikeable communities and increase the demand and awareness for physical activity.

Work with local road agencies to develop Complete Streets policies that can be integrated in to local
master plans.

Work with the St. Clair County Health Department and other partners on initiatives to combat alarming
county health trends and build upon positive momentum.

Include articles and information on health and fitness in the PARC Newsletter that is distributed to all
residents.

Promote active living and healthy initiatives in PARC marketing materials.

Explore amenities and/or programming that could be implemented in PARC facilities to promote healthy
lifestyles and physical fitness.

Promote walking as a means of transportation and highlight alternatives to vehicle transportation.
Increase public awareness about where people can walk, bike, or paddle.
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Great Lake to Lake Trail, Route 1 Inaugural Ride, September 23, 2019
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PLACES AND SPACES

A community’s sense of place is tied to its well-being and prosperity. PARC strives to work with community
stakeholders to bolster placemaking efforts that highlight the waterfront, cultural and historical resources, and
the natural environment. Bringing people and place together, parks and trails play a key role in creating
desirable spaces and contribute to St. Clair County’s overall quality of life. Parks bring vitality to communities
and enrich the lives of residents.

PLACES AND SPACES GOAL 1: INCREASED MARKETING AND TOURISM

Position PARC facilities as a key economic engine that provides unique destinations and attracts visitors to
experience St. Clair County. Partner with tourism organizations in the region to cross-promote PARC assets and
other tourist draws in St. Clair County.

Strategic Actions:

e  Actively participate in the Blue Meets Green economic development group that works to bolster people,
places, and prosperity in St. Clair County.

e  Work with the Blue Water Area Convention and Visitors Bureau on marketing and promotion of the
county and ensure that PARC facilities are highlighted and promoted in countywide and regional
marketing materials.

e  Through the development of facility-specific business plans, track usage and activity to more strategically
market and promote PARC facilities to certain user groups.

e  Partner with other tourism-related businesses and organizations to cross-promote and pool resources.

e  Work with the Economic Development Alliance (EDA) of St. Clair County and other stakeholders to
enhance PARC’s impact on business attraction and retention. Capitalize on parks and recreation being an
economic engine for St. Clair County.

e Increase marketing and promotion of PARC facilities and countywide trails. Ensure that County Parks, the
Bridge to Bay Trail, and the Wadhams to Avoca Trail have widespread name recognition.

PLACES AND SPACES GOAL 2: LIVABLE COMMUNITIES

Highlight the impact of parks and recreation on creating highly desirable communities that provide residents with
a high quality of life and economic prosperity. According to the Center for Regional Analysis at George Mason
University, America’s local and regional public park agencies generated nearly $140 billion in economic activity
and supported almost one million jobs from their operations and capital spending alone in 2013. Truly livable
communities have a sense of place. Parks and trails provide green space and open space that contributes to the
community’s identity.

Strategic Actions:
e  Participate in local and regional placemaking initiatives aimed at revitalizing downtowns and creating
vibrant community spaces. Understand the important role parks and recreation can play in placemaking.
e Incorporate arts and cultural activities into recreation planning.
e  Work with local units of government and other partners to implement the recommendations of the Blue
Water Trail Towns Master Plan.

e  Continue to seek opportunities for local organizations to host community events within PARC facilities.

e  Consider how trail extension projects can help to connect neighborhoods and provide residents with
additional access to services.
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PLACES AND SPACES GOAL 3: CULTURAL AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

PARC’s focus on cultural and historic preservation is centered on the full restoration of the Fort Gratiot Light
Station buildings in accordance with the deed requirements put forward by the federal government and to
increase access to this historical treasure. Additionally, Goodells County Park is home to a Historic Village that
highlights St. Clair County’s past.

Strategic Actions:

Work with local tourism and marketing partners to promote the Light Station as a destination and to
increase public access to and awareness of the facility.

Construct amenities at the Light Station in accordance with the HSR, site plan, and Long Term
Maintenance Table.

Reconstruct the 1913 gate at the end of Garfield Street.

Protect the Light Station buildings from weather damage through appropriate improvements and repairs
in accordance with the deed.

Work with the Port Huron Museum to facilitate programming at the Fort Gratiot Light Station site,
including.

Collaborate with the Friends of the Fort Gratiot Light Station to benefit the restoration of the Light Station
buildings and grounds, and site interpretation.

Solicit donations and raise funds to financially support restorations.

Maintain an Agency Directed Fund with the St. Clair County Community Foundation.

Assist with grant writing and historical research.

Provide competent volunteers to aid with restoration projects.

Recruit volunteers to assist with the maintenance of flower beds and grounds.

Promote the Light Station through social media.

Preserve and expand the Historic Village at Goodells County Park.

Seek outside funding assistance to construct an arena building near the exhibit barns at Goodells County
Park and a third pavilion at Fort Gratiot County Park.

Seek outside funding assistance for a historic farm equipment display/demonstration facility for the
machines that are already owned by the Farm Museum.

* & & & o o
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“ St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission

St. Clair County Master Recreation Plan Update Survey

We Need Your Help!
The St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission is updating its five-year recreation master plan.

The purpose of this survey is to get input and ideas on countywide parks and recreation from St. Clair County residents.
You may not have a deep familiarity with some of the topics or locations. Please answer the questions to the best of your
ability. It is fine to leave no response or skip a question if you do not feel you can provide an adequate answer.

Please complete this survey by Saturday, July 31, 2021 Your participation and insight is appreciated!

1. What is your age?
() Under 17
() 1829
() 30-49
C;; 50-65

77 66 or older
()




2. Where do you live?

“) Algonac
A 7

Berlin Township

N

Brockway Township
¢ Capac

) Casco Township

N

China Township

) Clay Township
) Clyde Township
") Columbus Township
) Cottrellville Township
) East China Township
) Emmett Township
Village of Emmett
) Fort Gratiot Township
Grant Township
) Greenwood Township
7 Ira Township
) Kenockee Township
~ ™) Kimball Township
© ) Lynn Township
() Marine City
Marysville
‘ ) Memphis
Mussey Township
() City of Port Huron
Port Huron Township
Riley Township
() City of St. Clair

") St. Clair Township
) Wales Township
| Yale

) Other (please specify)




3. Within the last 12 months, how often have you visited any of the St.
Clair County Parks?

(A‘; Once or twice

() 3-6times

( ) 7-10 times

) More than 10 times

N —

( ") Haven't visited in the past year

4. Within the last 12 months, how often have you used the Bridge to Bay
Trail or Wadhams to Avoca Trail?

) Once or twice
/
() 3-6times

(A) 7-10 times

() More than 10 times

<© Haven't used the trails in the past year

5. How would you rate the quality of operations and maintenance at St.
Clair County Parks?

Unknown/Not
Excellent Good Fair Poor Applicable
e . . Fa A"‘ ‘A‘A“ S 1 4“’\ A“A>‘
Condition of Buildings () () i.V) . L/
Natural Areas N - ™ B B
_ O O O )
Stewardship N~ — ‘ — N
Mowing/Tree Trimming : CT) kj) { :, :z
. P P AT N Y
Parking ) () 1, . (-
Restroom Cleanliness /t\ k:) (:_) ‘r :\;' (J
. . Py ~ P Y —~
Signage and Information L ) tV) _ _/
. — P — — -
Nature Trails (\ J ) () N *fa ).
— ~ P AN £
Trash Removal () W, ) _J ),
: N ' Y N P
Safety and Security () ) () L (-
Playgrounds /: '.:__) (:;) f:: /3
ili Y ' - £y T
Pavilions (L L ) Y ) L L
Customer Service/Staff f\, @) s ) : J C\




6. | would like to see the Wadhams to Avoca Trail extended to the City of
Yale.

.
Lj Agree

( ) Disagree

7. | am satisfied with the overall amount of park land within St. Clair
County.

() Agree

( ;‘- Disagree
8. Should the County develop additional parks or add to existing parks?

(J Agree
CJ Disagree

If you agree, where do you suggest?

9. The 3 things | like best about St. Clair County Parks and Recreation
facilities are:

Strength 1

Strength 2

Strength 3

10. The 3 biggest improvements | would like to see in St. Clair County
Parks and Recreation facilities are:

Improvement 1

Improvement 2

Improvement 3




11. Which of the initiatives below should be a priority of the St. Clair
County Parks and Recreation Commission? Check all that apply.

D Acquiring land for future park development

D Acquiring waterfront land for water-based recreation

D Developing and improving existing facilities

D Developing more active recreation opportunities (mountain biking, fishing, etc)

D Preserving natural areas

12. In what type of trails should the St. Clair County Parks and
Recreation Commission be investing as a priority? Check all that apply.

D Paved trails within our parks

D Nature trails
D Water trails

D Bridge to Bay Trail network
D Extending the Wadhams to Avoca Trail
D Developing mountain bike trails

D Equestrian trails

13. What improvements would you like to see at Goodells County Park?

14. What improvements would you like to see at Columbus County
Park?




15. What improvements would you like to see at Woodsong County
Park?

16. What improvements would you like to see at Fort Gratiot County
Park?

17. What improvements would you like to see at the Blue Water River
Walk?

18. What improvements would you like to see along the Wadhams to
Avoca Trail?

19. What improvements would you like to see at the Fort Gratiot Light
Station?

20. What types of amenities would you like to see at the new County
Park (the North Channel Property) in Clay Township?




21. What improvements/changes would you like to see with
hiking/biking trails in St. Clair County?

22. What improvements/changes, if any, would you like to see with
water trail launches in St. Clair County?

23. What other suggestions/comments do you have relative to the future
of parks and recreation opportunities in St. Clair County?
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MINUTES
ST. CLAIR COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
Wednesday, January 12, 2022

Call Meeting to Order: The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. by Commissioner
LaLonde in the Auditorium of the County Administration Building, 200 Grand River
Avenue, Port Huron, Michigan.

Roll Call:

Present: Clark, Cooper (4:55), Foster, Hanners, LaLonde and Leto
Excused: Dunn and Kusch

Absent: Wiley

Alternates:  Bier, Castillo and Haggerty

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Motion by Leto, supported by Haggerty to
approve the minutes of the December 8, 2021, meeting, as presented. Motion carried
unanimously.

Public Hearing of the Proposed St. Clair County Master Recreation Plan 2022-2026:
Motion by Hanners, supported by Leto to open the public hearing. Motion carried
unanimously. There were no public comments. Motion by Hanners, supported by Leto
close the public hearing. Motion carried unanimously.

Citizens Wishing to Address the Commission: None.

Approval of the Agenda as Proposed or Amended: Motion by Hanners, supported by
Haggerty to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

Election of Officers: Motion by LalLonde, supported by Leto to open nominations. Motion
carried unanimously. Nomination by Lal.onde to nominate Cooper as Chairperson for a
one-year term. Nomination carried unanimously. Nomination by Hanners to nominate
LaLonde as Vice-Chairperson for a one-year term. Nomination carried unanimously.
Nomination by Foster to nominate Hanners as Secretary for a one-year term. Nomination
carried unanimously.

Old Business:

A. Columbus Disc Golf Course: Staff has been working on widening some of the
pathways. Looking into applying for a grant to help with bridge and stair
construction.

B. Fort Gratiot Light Station Update: Arisco has started the repairs on the Tower,
Lantern Room and Watch Room. Things are on schedule and going as planned. The
project should be completed by early spring.

C. Regional Non-Motorized Trails Update: There is a grant in the works to connect
the two state parks.

D. North Channel Shoreline Update: County Parks officially purchased the property
on December 20, 2021. Nancy met with Artie Bryson to talk about a future
acquisition. Nancy also met with the engineering group to review the site.
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9. New Business:

A.

Friends of the St. Clair River Report & 2022 Services Agreement: Sheri Faust
and Kirsten Lyons presented highlights from 2021. They also presented their
services agreement for 2022. Motion by Leto, supported by Hanners to recommend
the County Board of Commissioners approve the 2022 services agreement with
Friends of the St. Clair River in the amount of $30,850.00. Motion carried all ayes
on aroll call vote. Cooper arrived.

Resolution 2022-01 Recognizing Steve Cooper’s Years of Service: Motion by
Foster, supported by Leto to approve Resolution 2022-01 recognizing Steve
Cooper’s years of service on the Parks and Recreation Commission. Motion carried
all ayes on a roll call vote.

Resolution 2022-02 Adopting the St. Clair County Master Recreation Plan
2022-2026: Motion by LalLonde, supported by Clark to approve Resolution 2022-
02 adopting the St. Clair County Master Recreation Plan 2022-2026. Motion
carried all ayes on a roll call vote.

Columbus County Park Hunting Request: A letter from Peter Lucido requesting
permission to hunt coyotes at Columbus County Park was presented. Motion by
Foster, supported by Leto to allow Peter Lucido to hunt coyotes at Columbus
County Park until March 31, 2022. Motion carried unanimously.

10.  Committee Reports:

A
B.

C.

Goodells County Park Advisory Committee: No report.

Finance Committee:

1. Financial Reports: Motion by LalLonde, supported by Leto to receive the
financial reports for the period ending November 30, 2021, as presented.
Motion carried unanimously.

2. Proposals:

a. CMH Vending Services MOU for 2022: Motion by Lalonde,
supported by Foster to approve the memo of understanding with
Community Mental Health as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

b. Bleacher / Stage Policies: Motion by Lalonde, supported by Hanners
to approve the changes to the Bleacher and Stage Policies as presented.
Motion carried unanimously.

c. BOC Resolution for Millage Renewal: Motion by LalLonde, supported
by Hanners to recommend the County Board of Commissioner approve the
resolution as presented. Motion carried all ayes on a roll call vote.

d. BWRW County Park Capital Assets Plan: This item was presented for
information only.

3. Processed Invoices: The invoices that were paid in December were
presented for review.

4. Local Millage Distributions: None.

5. Project Progress Reports: None.

6. Capital Asset Repair & Replacement Plan: None.

Trails Advisory Committee: No report.
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D. Acquisitions Committee: No report.

E. Fort Gratiot County Park Advisory Committee: No report.
F. Columbus County Park Advisory Committee: No report.
G. Fort Gratiot Light Station Advisory Committee: No report.
H. County Commissioner Report: No report.

11.  Director’s Report: The staff reorganization went into effect at the beginning of this year.
The park offices (both currently located in Port Huron) are in the process of being moved
out to Goodells County Park. This is to streamline efficiency and allow the staff to be
together at one location. Nancy, Brad and Debbie will have offices in the Garden Center.
Dennis, Darel and Kelly will have offices in the Operations Center. Brad was nominated
and won the Park Resources Leadership Award from mParks. He will be presented the
award at the mParks Conference on March 8, 2022.

12. Next Meeting Date and Location: The next meeting is scheduled for February 9, 2022,
in Conference Room B of the County Administration Building.

13.  Adjournment: Motion by LalLonde, supported by Clark to adjourn. Meeting adjourned
at 5:47 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Melissa Hanners

O:\Parks\PARC Meetings\Minutes\22-1-12 Minutes.docx



Resolution 2022-02
St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission
Adoption of County Master Recreation Plan 2022-2026

WHEREAS, a Master Recreation Plan addressing both immediate and long range needs is essential
for the development of a comprehensive and effective parks and recreation program in St. Clair
County, and

WHEREAS, such a plan is required by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources in order to
qualify St. Clair County for State and Federal grant funding; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to update the Master Recreation Plan every five years in order to
address in a timely manner changing user interests and to retain eligibility for grant funding; and

WHEREAS, a revised Master Recreation Plan for the years 2022-2026 has been developed by the
Metropolitan Planning Commission for the St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission
after having received the input of citizens through a community survey and a public hearing, and

WHEREAS, input has also been received from County officials and advisory committees through
planning updates and a leadership survey; and

WHEREAS, the public was invited to review the proposed Master Recreation Plan, which was
available online and at the Parks and Recreation Commission office, and to offer comments at a
public hearing held by the St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission on January 12,
2022.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission
approves and adopts the St. Clair County Master Recreation Plan 2022-2026 as a guide for the
development and operation of park facilities under the jurisdiction of St. Clair County for the years
cited.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission hereby

submits the Master Recreation Plan to the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners for its
consideration and adoption.

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED January 12, 2022
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St. Clair County Board of Commissioners
Board of Commissioners Meeting
Blue Water Convention Center
800 Harker St.

Port Huron, MI 48060
January 20, 2022

Agenda Item 1 — Pledge of Allegiance

Agenda Item 2- Roll Call

McConnell, Beedon, Baldwin, Dunn, Rushing, Vandenboosche-Present, Bohm-Absent
Agenda Item 3 — Additions/Deletions/Changes to the Agenda

None

Agenda Item 4 — Approval of the Agenda

Motion by Commissioner Dunn, supported by Commissioner Rushing to approved the
agenda. Passed by voice vote.

Agenda Item 5- Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting:

Moved by Commissioner Beedon, supported by Commissioner Dunn, to approve and
file the minutes of the 12/09/21 Commission Meeting and the 01/06/22 Standing

Committee meetings. Passed by voice vote.



Agenda Item 6 — Proclamations

None

Agenda Item 7— Consent Agenda:
Moved by Commissioner McConnell, supported by Commissioner Beedon, to approve

items 7A through 7J on the Consent Agenda. Passed by voice vote.

Agenda Item 8- Reports of Standing and Special Committees

McConnell: Looking into RFP for Gypsy moth spray based on survey results

Agenda Item 9 - Citizens Wishing to Address the Board

See attached;
Agenda Item 10 — Unfinished Business
None

Agenda Item 11A: Health Officer/Medical Director Position Review Committee —
Update

Motion by Commissioner Rushing, supported by Commissioner Dunn to grant County
Administrator Hepting to draft a letter of censure of Health Director Dr. Annette
Mercatante. Passed 6-0



Agenda Item 11B: Approval of County Disbursements - November 2021

Moved by Commissioner McConnell, supported by Commissioner Dunn, to approve
the November 2021 County Disbursements in the amount of $21,508,096.02. Passed 6-
0.

Agenda Item 11C: Approval of County Disbursements - December 2021

Moved by Commissioner VVandenboosche, supported by Commissioner Dunn, to
approve the December 2021 County Disbursements in the amount of $15,577,799.52,
Passed 5-1, McConnell nay.

Agenda Item 11D: 2022 Service Provider Agreement — Blue Water Safe Horizons

Moved by Commissioner Beedon, supported by Commissioner Vandenboosche, to
approve the agreement with Blue Water Safe Horizons for senior citizen millage
services for a term on 01/01/2022 through 12/31/2022 in an amount not to exceed
$46,779. Passed 6-0.

Agenda Item 11E: 2022 Service Provider Agreement — Council on Aging

Moved by Commissioner McConnell, supported by Commissioner Beedon, to approve
the agreement with the Council on Aging, Inc. for senior citizen millage services for a
term of 01/01/2022 through 12/31/2022 in an amount not to exceed $4,117,204. Passed

6-0



Agenda Item 11F: 2022 Service Provider Agreement — Housing Matters Inc.
Moved by Commissioner Rushing, supported by Commissioner Vandenboosche, to
approve the agreement with Housing Matters for senior citizens millage services for a
term of 01/01/2022 through 12/31/2022 in an amount not to exceed $14,900. Passed 6-
0.

Agenda Item 11G: 2022 Service Provider Agreement — Hunter Hospitality House
Moved by Commissioner Vandenboosche, supported by Commissioner Beedon, to
approve the agreement with Hunter Hospitality House, Inc. for senior citizens millage
services for a term of 01/01/2022 through 12/31/2022 in an amount not to exceed
$10,800. Passed 6-0.

Agenda Item 11H: 2022 Service Provider Agreement — Lakeshore Legal Aid
Moved by Commissioner Dunn, supported by Commissioner VVandenboosche, to
approve the agreement with Lakeshore Legal Aid for senior citizen millage services for
a term of 01/01/2022 through 12/31/2022 in an amount not to exceed $346,658. Passed

6-0.



Agenda Item 111: 2022 Service Provider Agreement — Port Huron Housing
Commission

Moved by Commissioner Dunn, supported by Commissioner Beedon, to approve the
agreement with the Port Huron Housing Commission for senior citizen millage
services for a term of 01/01/2022 through 12/31/2022 in an amount not to exceed
$17,115. Passed 6-0.

Agenda Item 11J: 2022 Service Provider Agreement — Public Guardian’s Office
Moved by Commissioner Beedon, supported by Commissioner McConnell, to approve
the agreement with the St. Clair County Public Guardian's Office for senior citizen
millage services for a term of 01/01/2022 through 12/31/2022 in an amount not to
exceed $84,387. Passed 6-0.

Agenda Item 11K: Contract Approval Request - Romine Group

Moved by Commissioner McConnell, supported by Commissioner Dunn, to approve
the agreement with the Romine Group for the Recovery High School Program for a
term of 12/01/21 through 09/30/22 in an amount not to exceed $95,000. Passed 6-0.
Agenda Item 11L: Contract Approval Request - Schultz Ventures, LLC

Moved by Commissioner Rushing, supported by Commissioner Dunn, to approve the
building lease with Schultz Ventures, LLC for a term of 02/01/22 through 01/31/29 in

the amount of $151,200. Passed 6-0.



Agenda Item 11M: Contract for Part-Time Arraignment Attorney - Office of the
Public Defender

Moved by Commissioner Beedon, supported by Commissioner McConnell, to approve
the contract arraignment attorney agreement with Kelly Turner for a 1- year term in the

amount of $25,000. Passed 6-0.

Agenda Item 11N: St. Clair County Recovery High School (RHS) - Grant Award
Moved by Commissioner McConnell, supported by Commissioner Dunn, to approve
the Recovery High School Grant Agreement for a term of 12/01/21 through 09/30/22
in the amount of $150,000. Passed 6-0.

Agenda Item 110: Brownfield Redevelopment Authority BOD - Appointment
Moved by Commissioner Vandenboosche, supported by Commissioner Rushing, to
appoint John Steffy to the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority Board, representing
District 7, for the remainder of a 3-year term expiring 10/31/22. Passed by voice vote.
Agenda Item 11P: Private Hangar Lease Assignment Amoyt, Spartan Aviation to
Yee, Matyco

Moved by Commissioner Rushing, supported by Commissioner McConnel, to approve
the lease assignment and consent of owner from Edward Amyot and Spartan Aviation

to Matthew Yee and Matyco for Private Hangar Parcel T-19. Passed by voice vote.



Agenda Item 11Q: Resolution 2022-01 St. Clair County Master Recreation Plan 2022-2026
Moved by Commissioner Dunn, supported by Commissioner Rushing, to adopt
Resolution 22-01 adopting the St. Clair County Master Recreation Plan for 2022
through 2026. Passed by voice vote.

Agenda Item 11R: Survey & Remonumentation Grant 2022

Moved by Commissioner Dunn, supported by Commissioner Rushing, to approve the
Survey and Remonumentation Grant agreement for a term of 01/01/22 through
12/31/22 in the amount of $92,178. Passed 6-0.

Agenda Item 11S: Contract Approval Request - City of Port Huron - Internet
Service

Moved by Commissioner Rushing, supported by Commissioner Vandenboosche, to
approve the agreement with City of Port Huron for internet service in the amount of
$11,400 annually, beginning 01/01/22 with an auto renewal. Passed by voice vote.
Agenda Item 11T: IT and Planning Manning Table Change

Moved by Commissioner Vandenboosche, supported by Commissioner Dunn, to
approve the revision to the IT manning table, eliminating a GIS Analyst position and
adding a GIS Technician, which will be shared between IT and Planning. Passed by

voice vote.



Agenda Item 11U: Medical Examiners - Michigan Forensics, PLLC Addendum #1
Moved by Commissioner Rushing, supported by Commissioner Vandenboosche, to
approve Addendum 1 to the agreement with Michigan Forensics, PLLC adding the
provision of death scene investigations and increasing the agreement amount by
$119,800 annually. Passed 6-0.

Agenda Item 11V: Boards and Commissions Reappointments

Moved by Commissioner Beedon, supported by Commissioner McConnell, to appoint
Karry Hepting and Jorja Baldwin to the Retirement Board, each for a 1-year term
expiring 12/31/22. Passed by voice vote.

Agenda Item 11W: Air Industrial Park NON-Aviation Vacant Lots 75-78
Purchase - Morisette

Moved by Commissioner Vandenboosche, supported by Commissioner Rushing, to the
purchase agreement with Joe Morisette for the sale of Non-Aviation Lots 75 through
78 of the Air Industrial Park in the amount of $29,000. Passed 6-0.

Agenda Item 11X: Air Industrial Park NON-Aviation Vacant Lots 79 & 80 First
Offer and Refusal - Morisette

Moved by Commissioner Dunn, supported by Commissioner Rushing, to approve the
agreement for rights of first offer and refusal with Joe Morisette for Non-Aviation Lots

79 and 80 of the Air Industrial Park. Passed 6-0.



Agenda Item 12: Administrator’s Report (David Struck)
1. The ARPA rules have been release and they are more flexible than anticipated.
2. MTA Annual Meeting is February 17"
3. 26 Mile Rd Study kicks off next Monday.

Motion by Commissioner Dunn, supported by Commissioner Beedon to accept
Administrator’s Report. Passed by voice vote.

Agenda Item 13: Miscellaneous Business

None

Agenda Item 14 — Receive and File Packets:

Moved by Commissioner McConnell, supported by Commissioner Vandenboosche, to
receive and file packets that were sent to Commissioners, packets at their places and

any other information presented. Passed by voice vote.

Agenda Item 15 — Adjournment

Motion by Commissioner Beedon, supported by Commissioner Vandenboosche to
adjourn at 9:18 pm. Passed by voice vote.



RESOLUTION 2022-01
ST. CLAIR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

ADOPTION OF ST. CLAIR COUNTY MASTER RECREATION PLAN 2022-2026

WHEREAS, a Master Recreation Plan addressing both immediate and long range needs is essential
for the development of a comprehensive and effective parks and recreation program in St. Clair
County; and

WHEREAS, such a plan is required by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources in order to
qualify St. Clair County for State and Federal grant funding; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to update the Master Recreation Plan every five years in order to
address in a timely manner changing user interests and to retain eligibility for grant funding; and

WHEREAS, a revised Master Recreation Plan for the years 2022-2026 has been developed by the
St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission after having received the input of citizens
through a community survey; and

WHEREAS, parks and planning staff members have received input from County officials and
advisory committees through meetings and planning updates; and

WHEREAS, the public was invited to review the proposed Master Recreation Plan which was on
file at the Parks and Recreation Commission office and posted on the County web site, and to offer
comment at a public hearing held by the St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission on
January 12, 2022; and

WHEREAS, the St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission adopted the St. Clair County
Master Recreation Plan 2022-2026 on January 12, 2022 as a guide for the development and
operation of park facilities under the jurisdiction of St. Clair County and requested approval by the
St. Clair County Board of Commissioners;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners hereby
adopts the “St. Clair County Master Recreation Plan 2022-2026” as prepared by the Parks and
Recreation Commission.

DATED: January 20, 2022

Reviewed and Approved As To Form By:
/ g /\% |

GARY A. FLETCHER /—D A e 0 k)=

Corporation Counsel G ---\_c) \T\‘-._ WS, =

1411 Third Street Suite F : —\
Port Huron, Michigan ///L /////’4\\_




COUNTY OF ST. CLAIR

Parks and Recreation Commission

January 25, 2022

Amy O’Leary, Executive Director

Southeast Michigan Council of Governments
1001 Woodward Avenue, Suite 1400
Detroit, MI 48226-1904

Dear Ms. O’Leary:

The St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission (PARC) has updated the St. Clair County
2022-2026 Master Recreation Plan, pursuant to Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR)
recreation plan guidelines. The plan can be accessed online at
http://www.stclaircounty.org/Offices/parks/.

The 2022-2026 Master Parks and Recreation Plan was approved by the St. Clair County Parks and
Recreation Commission on January 12, 2022 and was adopted by the St. Clair County Board of
Commissioners on January 20, 2022.

If you have any questions or concerns about the plan, or if you would like an electronic copy of the

plan, please feel free to contact me at 810-989-6960 or via email at nwinzer@stclaircounty.org.

Sincerely,

O\

Nancy Winzer
Director

200 Grand River Avenue, Suite 107 — Port Huron, Michigan 48060
Phone: 810-989-6960 — Fax: 810-985-3762



COUNTY OF ST. CLAIR

Parks and Recreation Commission

January 25, 2022

David Struck, Planning Director/Deputy County Administrator
St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission

200 Grand River Ave, Suite 202

Port Huron, MI 48060

Dear Mr. Struck:

The St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission (PARC) has updated the St. Clair County
2022-2026 Master Recreation Plan, pursuant to Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR)
recreation plan guidelines. The plan can be accessed online at
http://www.stclaircounty.org/Offices/parks/.

The 2022-2026 Master Parks and Recreation Plan was approved by the St. Clair County Parks and
Recreation Commission on January 12, 2022 and was adopted by the St. Clair County Board of
Commissioners on January 20, 2022.

If you have any questions or concerns about the plan, or if you would like an electronic copy of the

plan, please feel free to contact me at 810-989-6960 or via email at nwinzer@stclaircounty.org.

Sincerely,

Nancy Winzep
Director

200 Grand River Avenue, Suite 107 — Port Huron, Michigan 48060
Phone: 810-989-6960 — Fax: 810-985-3762



Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management
PUBLIC QOUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT
PosT-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This information required under authonily of Parf 18, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Fart 715, of FA 457 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE: [ ] MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND [ | CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
(Please select one) (M| AND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND [[] RECREATION PASSPORT  [_] BOND FUND

GRaNTEE: S ,Maie Cvp\n'r\! Parke as? Recreation

PrROJECT NUMBER: Zlo~ 21550 PROJECT TYPE: DPev.

PROJECT TITLE: Porvies Tree Reatreems e [sedells Qvun—m‘ Pacrie

PROJECT SCOPE: *_ths“\'\‘uof Pacriec Free ResToeroms @ Gopdells Cvuan‘rw r\pﬂ RY
To BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)

Name of Agencv (Gramtﬁ:M ontact Person Title
StQiaie Cmnty ParksRer Dhncy [Dhzer o

[Address N Telephofie

F 200 Grana River Bue. ¥ 07 (510) A39- LAGO

City, State, ZlP Email

I Muow ML H30(0b nuinzes@ stelaic county « o

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s). Cdyes [MNo

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please
describe what portion and describe use. {This would include cell towers and ary non-recreation

buildings.) [yes [ANo
Are any of the facilities obsolete? 1f yes, please explain. Cives BNo

SITE QUALITY !

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no. please explain. Mlves [ INo

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. Yes [INo

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures baing taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.  [JYes KINo

Page 1 PR1844 {Rav. 07/07/2014)




PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. I no, please explain. HMves [No

As events neceesdoate

Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a

photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants) +ves [No CINIA
Is any segment of the general public resfricted from using the site or facilities?

(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters anly, etc.) If yes, please explain. I:]YesJZﬂNo

is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? !f yes, please provide fee structure. ves ANo

5?11 ety Lce Sor pock . Buldinag Joasilens owadable for Spe,ola) events/user Jee.

"
QQ‘rrwmsl. epia \Sﬁ %wundsr 391913.’1/{;;91 and gg)llaygrounds dre. al} ree

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
F%am to 10" . vear rownd .

COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET iF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)

Page 2 PR1944 (Rav. 07/07/2014}



PostT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT’D

CERTIFICATION

I do hereby certify that | am duly elected, appoinfed andfor authorized by the Grantee named above and that the information
and answers provided herein are frue and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief

/Vznﬂ,'u ///7?5/‘“ W@— Vot foo2z

Please prigt Grantee Authorized Si@f::b Date
£ e Aer/y/ Lsrmer= e [foRle 2022
Please print Withess Signatfire Date

Send completad report to: POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING Ml 48909-7925

Page 3 PR1344 [Rev. 07/0712014)







Michigan Depariment of Natural Resources - Grants Management
PusLic QUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This information required under avthority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amsnded:
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of FA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE: [X] MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND ] CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
(Please select one) [ ] LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND [] RECREATION PASSPORT [ BOND FUND

GRANTEE: 5. Mlaue (‘,c:urﬂ-% Parks pant Recreation

PROJECT NUMBER: “TF - [A5 PROJECT TYPE: ﬂcgmsl—r}g n

PrRoJECT TITLE: Wadhame v Avece By VT

ProJECT ScorE: Acpuire A.8 Wiles of sbandonedd right oF way , eppex - (10 apres.

To BE COMPLETED BY LoCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)

Name of Agency (Grantgg) R ontact Person Titls
SE Clair County facke # fecception | Nanvy [Dinzer Direcrer
Address . 3 Telephon&
200 Grand Rwer Rve. #1017 (ES'PJ AF4- (Lo
City, State, ZIP Email ‘ . N]
Port Hurpn , MI. H3060 nwinzecz stelanr tovn AT AL

SITE DEVELOPMENT

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s). LIves [No

Has any portion of the project site been converted (o a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, piease
describe what portion and describe use. {This would include cell towers and any non-recreation

buildings.) Clves [XiNo

Are any of the facilities obsolete? if yes, please explain. [ves fdNo

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sigh. If no, please explain. LAyes [INo

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. -@Yes [INo

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.  [JYes @No

Page 1 PR1944 (Rev. 07/0712014)




PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D

ts maintenance scheduled on a regular basis?  if yes, give schedule. [f no, please explain. Bcyes [CINo

l[&gk\y_‘fﬂi;! {nsFe,anons-; \main-l'cr\&w‘a as needed

is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? 1f yes, please provide a

photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants) MYes [INo [IN/A
Is any seament of the general public restricted from using the siie or facilities?

(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain. [ Iyes idNo
Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, piease provide fee structure. [Jyes tdNo

VWhat are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?

Dowen te Dusk

COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)

Page 2 PR1944 (Rov. D7J07/2014)



PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D

C T A S SRS I S s i

I do hereby certify that | am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the information
and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief.

Qlogy ddirec \(\%— e feozz
ease pri rantee Authonzed oignature ale

£ 1 Zer/wd A/ﬁr—me/" %ﬁ;% 4/%W (-2l 2022,

Please print 7 Date

Send completed reportto:  POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESQURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING M! 48209-7925

Page3 PR1944 (Rev, OT/07/2014







Michigan Depariment of Natural Resources - Grants Management
PuBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

PosT-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1894, as amended;
the Land and Watsr Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 697 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 457 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE: u MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
(Please select one) [ ] LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND RECREATION PASSPORT [ ] BOND FUND

GRANTEE: &%, Cldas Qmm‘r\! Prrks at Repceation

ProJECT NUMBER: CLMMAA-1T PROJECT TYPE: eV
PROJECT TITLE: M.l I\ Eree ’f/\e,eHe.

ProvecT Scope: Deck. ant TTtY LD Vinear B Freastle Lor wTh donil amade. boco 15 ral

To BE COMPLETED BY LocAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)

Name of Agency (Grantee Contact Person :
S Uase t@btn';‘\{ Pﬂr‘kﬁ lad Qef')‘e&;{'l eb NNy nzed Direcrcr
Address A Telephone/
"™ 200 Brand River Bue. 2107 =TT
| City, State, ZIP Emal
Port Nuron, 1. HEOL0 nismzes @ stoldic cownty - orq

SITE DEVELOPMENT

Any change(s} in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s). Clves END

Has any partion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please
describe what portion and describe use. {This would include cell towers and any non-recreation

buildings.) Cives (XNo

Are any of the facilities absolete? if yes, please explain. Cives [RNo

" Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
| If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain. Kvyes [No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. ﬂves [JNo

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism. ~ [fYes [ANo

Page 1 PR1944 (Rev. 070712014




Post COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis?  If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain. MYes [ INo 7
Ueekf}; '}WM 1hs lnem;h.s y Wi nfenance. s needed .

B - - R

ts a Program Recognition plague permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a

photograph. {Not required for Bond Fund Grants) MyYes [INo [IN/A
Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?

(i.e. resident only, feague only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain. CYes END
Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure. [Cves E]No

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
Daon fo Dusk

COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)

Fage 2 PR1944 (Rev. 07J07/2014)



PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D
CERTIFICATION

| do herehy certify that | am duly elected, appointed andfor authorized by the Grantee named ahove and that the informafion
and answers provided herein are trie and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief

Nhaey flizer \(\@—’ Voo fov2a
Please prigt Grantes Authorized SI@B Date

‘@&r/yﬂﬂ- %rme_/“ f . W_ (2L -2022
Please print  * ) hess SigNaifire Date

Send completed report to:  POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925

Page 3 PR1944 (Rev. 07/07/2014)







Gl Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management

PueLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This informalion required under authorily of Parf 19, PA 457 of 1994, as amended:;
the Land and Water Canservation Fund Act of 19885, 78 Stat. 857 (1964); and FPart 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE: MicHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND ] CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
(Please select one) [ ] LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND [ ] RECREATION PAssPORT [ | BOND FunD

Grantee: St Cae Qmmr\lf Parke ﬂ/”‘ Recreation

ProJecTNuMBER: TFO% -39 PrOJECTTYPE: Acausrhen
V

ProvectTLe: | aMe. Hurn Shoreline

PROJECT SCOPE: ACGL 510 [ §. of Lﬁkeﬂmnf)hm\fﬂb oo Nl oeres @‘7{ necherad Janol

To Be ComPLETED BY LOCAL GOQVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)

Name of Agency (Granteg) \ Contact Person Title |
ot Qo Fﬁc’umﬂ] ‘PM“KS ol Rt’—c nan Winzer recvyer
Address o Telephone '
200 Gapad River Bve. #(07 (510) B39- L0 LD
| City, State, it 5 .
| e ol -“urmx I, H3oko Eman winged 2 _5+clatrcﬁwﬂ+‘/ - 74

SITE DEVELOPMENT

Any change(s} in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s). Clves &No

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation

buildings.) Clves [BNo

Are any of the faciiities obsolete? if yes, please explain. Llves ¥INo
g Qua

is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?

Ifyes, please provide a photograph of the sign. 1f no, please explain. Bdves [(INo

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. HAyes [[No

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.  [IYes [{No

Page 1 PR1944 (Rev. 0TI07/2014}




PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D

ts maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? [f yes, give schedule. If no, piease explain. £dvYes [No

:Dp\]\}( Mg[h:‘ﬁgam;g ;sumhe_r oty d/u.wna rammmiLﬁeasc’nS

o as spepial edbnts regiire . baspan) dejures RS pesdecl -

Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? I yas, please provide a

photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants) Myes [INo [[IN/A
Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?

(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain. [CIyes [XINo
is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? I yes, please provide fee structure. Clyes ENO

Np ecdey Yee o porck . Reservation Jee o r‘enwbu)tbn ‘ggr-slgea;z/ &oetts .

M\,_QMMM_‘LWJ ls are Lree .

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
Summec 3% .n-47%, . Remmuning year 8 Cam do &
COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET iF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)

S O&

Page 2 PR1944 (Rav. 07/07/2014)



Post COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D
CERTIFICATION

I do hereby cerify that | am duly elected, appoinfed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the information
and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief.

Nbagy fubgzer @ o6 fro2z
Please prigh = Grantee Authorized Si@rtl Date

AZF{VA #ﬁrme/’ ‘ . e 2[Rl -2022,

Please print Withess Signajfire Date

Send completed report to: POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING Ml 48909-7925

Pagad PR1244 |Rev. 07/0712014)







Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management
PuBLIiC OUTDOCOR RECREATION GRANT
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This information required under authorily of Parf 18, PA 451 of 1984, as amended;

the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1985, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE: [ MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND [ ] CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
(Please sefect one) [ LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND ] RECREATION PASSPORT

Grantee: . Mo C.vumh! Packs ar Recreation

[l Bonp Funp

ProJecT Numeer: TFOL - 099 PrROJECT TYPE: Aca

PROJECT TITLE: %E/“?., RIU'{:{ pﬂ’[}@f'}‘v AC&M\SL‘T‘LG“

PROJECT Score: Acmuice. BOU Aeres popecty with 1.5 mles of Belle Qiu&f y'rvn{&w\e,

To BE COMPLETED By LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)

Name of Agenc Grantee . S Contact Person
§r ®\C mnh( Pm*kg " Resheahom Oancy 10 (nzes
Address Telephone
200 Coround Ruspr Pve. 3 pz 10) %4 ~ (AL
City, State, ZIP Emall

et Huen, M3 HE0L0
SITE DEVELOPMENT

Any change(s)} in the facility type, stie layout, or recreation activities provided?

nwinzer @ stelar ceanty , org

If yas, please describe change(s). [lves HNo

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please

describe what portion and describe use. {This would include cell towers and any non-recreation

buildings.) CiYes MINo

Are any of the faciiities obsolete? if yes, please explain. [lyes 4£INo
S LJUA

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the properiy or facility as a public recreation area?

If yes, please provide a photagraph of the sign. {f no, please explain. Tdves [INo

Are the faciliies and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. MYes OINo

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being faken to prevent or minimize vandalism.

Clyes KINo

Page 1

PR1944 (Rev. Q7/07/2014)




PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT’D

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis?  If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain. Rves [(INo
Readks Pawk\m)e:-} D!owed In winter - rermal mantenance as needed.
Gonss rhpw'co( weekl, cestpooms teaned daily . Tils ehed fonindin Asfe\ :

is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a

photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants) RMyes [INo [CIN/A
Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facililies?

(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.} If yes, please explain. [Jyes FNo
Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure. [Jves &No

e en+w See.. Resecyathion See for -g-ﬂu"bi?/ .Speaa/l events .
Trnle Qnd 5]ealdm0\ Yills are free .

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?

Sumnmer B m - J%P0.m, resd o¥ year & ®uim kb 8 %%m.

COMMENTS {ATTAGH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)

Page 2 PR1G24 {Rev. 07/07)2014)



PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D
CERTIFICATION

| do hereby certify that | am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the information
and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief

Nhaay ftoecr \(\®— et froza

lease prift Grantee Authorized Si% Date
£ e éer/: V/;’- A/ﬁcﬂz@f' . 2

Blgase print

/2be 2022,

Withess Signattire Date

Send completed reportto:  POST CONMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425

LANSING MI 48909-7925

Page 3 PR1944 {Rev. 07/07/2014)
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Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management
PuBLIC QUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This information required undsr authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservalion Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (7964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE: [] MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND ] CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
(Please select one) [_] LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND [} RECREATION PAaSSPORT [ BonD FUND

GRANTEE: o+, (e C,wm-% Packs s Recceation

PROJECT NUMBER: “TF O~ 111 PROJECT TYPE: Llc.ﬁ? :

PROJECT TITLE: C.amp waadsanv\ Fee Simple Acowsimon
PROJECT SCOPE: ACmmr-e/ HY, 5 acres of land with 2,300\ \inear Tt.p | Black River -Qrm‘fﬁ-fez

T0 BE COMPLETED BY L.OCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)

Name of Agency (Grante Contact Person Title
LClaie oum(y park‘% it Rog. nc\/ u)mgr/( Direcro?’
Address ; Telephone
Fow Geand RIUBA’ Ave. Bl D) A - LAlD
City, State, ZIP Emall . '
Lot Wieon, 1. 80k Nwinzesr @ st cluc connty ., o

SITE DEVELOPMENT

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
if yes, please describe change(s). Cves ENO

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell fowers and any non-recreation

buildings.) Clyes No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain. CYes E]No

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?

if yes, please pravide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain. BlYes [[INo

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain, ﬁIYes [Ne

|s vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.  [IYes ﬂNo

Page 1 PR1244 [Rev. O7/07/2014)




PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT’D

lg maintenance scheduled on a regular basis?  If yes, give schedule. If np, please explain. Bdves [INo
otk Packing arer Plowed | dpass bk Okly E‘Eﬁ_eﬁf_ar\
- - 1 U di
403\)-\5 Mg 63\ ') wnTeApnee. as hecessacy.

Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently disptayed at the site? If yes, please provide a

photograph. {Not required for Bond Fund Grants) Myes [INo [ON/A
Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or faciliies?

(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain. [Ives EANo
Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure. l:iYes‘JENo

What are the hours and seasans for availability of the site? . o
’ s .o ‘e ;
Summeer B57%m B Ao m - Rorguana Year 8 am e TP om.
COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)

Page 2 PR1944 (Rov. 07/07/2014)



Post COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D

ERTIFICATION

I do hereby certify that | am duly elected, appointed andor authorized by the Grantee named above and that the information
and answers providad herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief

Nbna,, /{/rj"ﬁf&“ m V26 fro22

Please prit Grantee Authorized SI@%:5 Date
L bertyy A 2oemer~ %@%ﬁi@zﬁi@_ 2 ~202 2.,
Please print ¢ hess Signayire Date
Send completed report to: POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESCOURCES
PO BOX 30425

LANSING MI 48909-7926

Page3 PR1944 (Rev. 07107/2014)







Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management

PuBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

PosT-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This information required under authorty of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stal. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1894, as amended.

GRANT TYPE: [ MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND [ CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
(Please select one) [ | LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND [ ] RECREATION PASSPORT || BOND FUND

Grantee: 1. Ugie Caun-\v\rpﬁrks m? Recceaton

ProJecT Numeer: ] F I\ -1]b PROJECT TYPE: AC@Z .

PROJECT TITLE: B\Me \ll)ﬂ:‘re/( Q(ue( \MML @)lgmnéwn

prouzct Score: frcmiire. 15 Deces of Jand aloig BlackRiver Walk. asy. S Uir-Rives

To BE CompPLETED BY LocAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE}

[Name of Agency (Grantee) Contact Person Title

| S Clae er\H Pasks # Rec. Nanwy Winzer Direcior
Address n Telephone _/

[ 2p0 Goand ﬂwer Ave. 40 (312) 98% -(A o

i Z"_DPM wron . e, W20k B winzer@ el e:vom*\/ : 675

3ITE DEVELOPMENT

Any change(s) in the faciiity type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
| If yes, please describe change(s). Clyes $No

| Has any portion of the project site been converted o a use other than outdoor recreation? if yes, please
describe what portion and describe use. (This would inciude cell towers and any non-recreation

. buildings.) Clyes [No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain. Clves Ao

e S S N S

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
‘ If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain. Cyes BINo

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. fdves [ No
|

| Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism. [ Yes ﬂNo

Page 1 PR1944 (Rev. 07/0772014)




POST COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D

ls maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If.yes, give schedule. If no, please explain. BYes [No
Seasenal Ynaunternnce | tngpected fav St feq udmﬁv :
an)&jme Speeans 'f:r‘Eﬂ:}‘Eaf ﬂnnw:dfq

Is a Program Recognition plague permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a

photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants) IdYes [INo [IN/A
ls any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?

{i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain. CIyes [XINo
Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure. Cyes ETNO

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?

TDaon Duek

OMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)

Page 2 PR1844 {Rav. 07/07/2014)



PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D
CERTIFICATION

{ do hereby certify that | am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named ahove and that the information
and answers provided hersin are true and accurate fo the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief

Nbnas, é/ﬂ.ﬁfﬁf’ ‘ Vo6 ooz
Please pript Grantee Authorized Si% Date

/1/;@ éfer/;//?- A/ﬁrme/" AP el -2l e2022,
Please print ¢ Withess Signajfire Date

Send completed reportto: POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTIOM REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING M| 48909-7925

Page 3 PR1944 {Rev. 07/07/2014)







Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management
PusLic QUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This infarmation required under authorily of Part 19, PA 457 of 1994, as amended:
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Fart 715, of FA 4571 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE: MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND ] CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
(Please select ong) | | LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND ] RECREATION PAassPorRT [ | BOND FUND

Grantee: 5%, Manc Qobbﬂ“ﬁl{ %Oarks &V“pk Re creation

ProJecT Numeer: TV 14 - 003 PROJECT TYPE: Ac@ -
PROJECT TITLE: %\Melbﬁ)re,( P\\'ue/r Wdtk @‘r\a,se,;’- Reeus erion
ProJECT Scope: Heguive 41 Atres along BWRwer Watk adi .-+ Si.Clair Kiver

To BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)

Name ongency(CETZier) C(yup,ﬂ,! Pﬂrkﬁ F’AR 0%3?27 wmz&r 1IUF_3J)|¢-.=_-,4:,,'1‘D(
Address Telephone !

" 200 Goand River Pre Ao p?gw) OO - (Ol

cly St Z“:pm-‘} “’th . YR0kD < nwmz@(@ stclaar c,pun'l—y ‘ arﬂ

SITE DEVELOPMENT

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s}. [IYes [HNo

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please
describe what partion and describe use. {This would include cell towers and any non-recreation

buildings.) Cves 4ANo

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain. Clyes &dNo

ITE QUALITY

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain. [(TYes RANo

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. MAves [ INo

Is vandalism a problem at this site? I yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism. [ 1Yes {ZINo

Page 1 PR1544 {Rev. 07/07/2014)




PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain.
/rﬂ?ul Mt anned and ePen Yead roit

pdves [INo

Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently dispiayed at the site? If yes, please provide a
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants)

Bdyes [INo [CIN/A

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, eic.} If yes, please explain.

[lyes [KNo

is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure.

E]Yes-:Z]ND

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?

Dawon ek

COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)

Page Z

PR1944 (Reou. 07/07/2014)



PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D

CERTIFICATION

1 do fhereby certify that | am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the information
and answers provided herein are frue and accurale fo the best of my personal knowledge, information and befief

Nbasy ftpzer m V26 foo22

Please prijt Grantee Authorized S@i@?‘: Date

Y éer/: s /j /Z/ﬁrme/"

Please print

- (-2 2022,
Date

Send completed repori to: POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING Ml 48908-7925

Page 3 PR1944 (Rav, 07107/2014)







Michigan Depariment of Natural Resources - Grants Management
PuBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT
PosT-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This information required under authorty of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as smended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 457 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE: [X] MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FuND [ CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
(Please select one) [ ] LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND 1 RECREATION PASSPORT [} BOND FUND

crantee: St Uair tvuﬁﬁ( Packs r)\ Retseation
ProJECT NumBer: “TF15- 0025 PROJECT TYPE: A &
PROJECT TITLE: P1 ne Rives p“’ﬁ)er*‘()(

ProsecT Score: Pucditse 33- 74 Aeces oF land aol}- 1o (poodtells Uowwy Pack.

To BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Narne of Agepcy (Grantee) } Contact Person . Title
§°1 lay Utmw {)N‘l(‘i / R% : Wancy Winzed Direcco”
Address i Telephone .
200 Goraod River Boe. %1071 (210) 859~ (21D
| City, State, ZIP ~P Email

et ﬂ«mn . 420[90 “nw'mz.er@ S drc cauu?—y‘ eray
SITE DEVELOPMENT p— ey

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s). [Clyes [INo

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreatian
buildings.) [(yes BENo

Are any of the facilifies ohsolete? if yes, please explain. [Cyes ¥iNo

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yas, please provide a photograph of the sign. f no, please explain. BMves [(No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? 1f no, piease explain. @Yes [INo

Is vandalism a problem at this site? 1f yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.  [|Yes K]No

Page 1 PR1944 (Rev. 07107/2014)




PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain. MYes CINe ‘

ENERAL

Is a Program Recognition plague permanently displayed at the site? [f yes, piease provide a

photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants) HKyes [[JNo [CIN/A
1s any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?

{i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain. Cyes FANo
Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure. [yes E’ Mo

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
‘o0 oV
T %%um o 10%%0m. year ound .
OMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)

Page 2 PR1844 {Rev. D7/0712014)



PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D

CERTIFICATION

| do hereby certify that | am duly elected, appointed andfor authorized by the Grantea named above and that the information
and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief.

Nty fdpeer m Voo fov2e

Please prigt ~ Grantee Authorized s;% Date
Y bechs A Bcomer e e > paarozz.

Please print Withess Signagfire Date

Send completed reportto:  POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925

Page 3 PR1944 (Rev. OT/0T12014)







Michigan Department of Naturat Resources - Grants Maragement
PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT
P0OST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This information required under aufhorily of Part 18, PA 451 of 1994, as amendad;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 {1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE: [X] MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND  [_] CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
(Please select ong) [ ] LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND ] RECREATION PASSPORT  [_| BOND FUND

GrantEE: ST. Clade tourﬁ\! Packe, CF/”’[( Qer,rea}z‘oﬂ
ProJecT Numaer: T & 15 - 0O A PROJECT TYPE: Ac@z :

PROJECT TITLE: Eq,l\e, QW@( @mq:er‘:\‘\f )
PROJECT SCOPE: ﬁcal&\re 25,39 Qpees ai )Md cw\ ‘lv Uolum'bus Qoun‘ry pﬂzrk

To BE ComPLETED BY LocaL GOVERNMENT AGENCY {GRANTEE)

Nameof.’-\genz (Grantee} r Qa(,(_{‘;'j‘\! [ p}rks ﬂ/‘j Re[; cqrfl_\arc&l:zr;ti; quzc( — :D-i =
s g Cemno\ Quver Ave . 3o s %’?E 533 - 10 kD
City, State, 2IP Email . c

PUF% pfl)\“’n: YL, YR\ Nwinzere stoarw C,D()-n‘h{. m‘%

SITE DEVELOPMENT ==

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s). Llyes DANo

Has any portion of the project site been converted o a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell fowers and any non-recreation

buildings.) Cves fXNo
Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain. Oves QNO
- GIUA

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain. &dYes [ INo

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. ﬁYes [CINo

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.  [Yes ﬁNo

Page 1 PR1844 (Rav. 07/07/2014}




PosST COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? |f yes, give schedule. If no, please explain. E{Yes [INo
Aralds wepected- \A)ee,b\\’/ j Mzinteaance as neecled.

_

Is & Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a

photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants) EVes CiNe [N/A
Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?

(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain. Clyes Ko
Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure. [dyes &No

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?

‘ . - ) Y g loe
Sumene 8 “nmte A p.me) remainded oA vear 8am o ¥ pm
OMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED = '

Page 2 BR1044 (Rev 07/07/2014)



POosST COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D
{SERTIFICATION

| do hereby certify that f am duly efected, appointed andfor authorized by the Grantee named above and that the information
and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief

Nbnssy ,/4,'/4%&/“ F\(—@— \oe froza

Please prift Granlee Authorized S‘igzritgz?‘-‘ Date
—
éer/VA A/ﬁrmef' g 25 eee P [f-2ler2022
Please print ¢ Withess Signafire Date

Send completed report to:  POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING M 48909-792&

Page 3 PR1244 {Rev. 07/07/2014!







Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management
PusLIC QUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 457 of 1994, as amended:
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964}, and Part 715, of PA 451 oF 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE: [} MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND [} CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
(Please select one) [ ] LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND ] RECREATION PASSPORT

erantee: 9. (e Cmn'r\’/ Parks 0 Ropreation
ProJECT NumBer: [ P \7-0057 Dev -

prosecT Tiree: Plue Wader River Walk CULUWL{ Pﬂfk Dev. '
PROJECT SCOPE: Dew. ﬂ& vacant land ady. + Bl River Walk and ady - + SFU@;"B%/

'To BE COMPLETED BY Locat GOVERNMENT AGENCY {GRANTEE}

[ ] BOND FUND

PROJECT TYPE:

Name of Agency (Grantee)

Gontact Person

Dot Wxon, . Ng040

Chair Eaum\/ pﬂr‘KS A Qe& Nanw L«){nzef
Addrass Telephane
zw e River Poe B )07 "310) 999 9 bd
City, State, ZIP Email

ﬂwmwe&‘]’dﬁ,t!’@blﬁ‘]'y, 19

SITE DEVELOPMENT

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?

If yes, please describe change(s). [Iyes [ANo

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please

describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation

buildings.) Cves Kno

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain. Lyes KINo
|

‘ £l

Is there a park entry sign which identifies the properly or facility as a public recreation area?

if yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain. AYes [INo

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. ]ﬁ‘r’es [INo

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.

[ves RNo

Page 1 PR1944 (Rev. 07I07/2014)




POST COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D

s maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? I yes, give schedule. If no, please explain, tdYes [INo
p@c—teﬁr Weetly V&frmtrd ﬂWLJWr‘DMr‘ﬁtlf\ﬂ areq
Waurtpined As needed .’ J

Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? if yes, please provide a

photograph. {Not required for Bond Fund Grants) Myes [INo CIN/A
Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?

(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain. Cves ¥No
Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure. CJyes [MNo

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?

Dawn v Dusk
MMENTS {ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)

Page 2 PR1944 (Rav. 07/07/2014)



PostT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D

ERTIFICATION

I do hereby certify that | am duly elected, appoinfed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the information
and answers providad herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief.

Uz b /zaae_
Date

/Vzn@ﬁ; Af/ﬂ’?@/"

Please pri

Grantes Authorized Si q:g ruré‘“':

,&EJ&/VA A%?rmef’ éé% /1? : A/M /-2 ~202 2,

Please print ¢ Date

Send completed reportto:  POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925

Page3 PR1944 (Rev 0710712014)







Michigan Depariment of Natural Resources - Grants Management
PuBLiC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT

This information requived under authorfy of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amendea:
the Land and Water Conservalion Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); end Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE: {X] MiCHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND [ | CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
(Please select one) [ | LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND {1 ReECREATION PASSPORT [ | BOND FUND

orantee: . Uae C/ww\'L\{ Pwkg ﬂf‘) Recceation
ProJsecT Numser: “T F 1T- 0089 PROJECT TYPE: LoV~

ProJecT TiTLe:  (Slue Wakes lee/r' Wakk. Pml’_’beu
PROJECT SCOPE: Doy Z:1 acre fpark \and pext o BidRiver Walk {brq‘mc‘a}wb 2pen e

To BE COMPLETED By LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GGRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Gram @) ontact Person Title .
St . Claae ULn‘H Dﬁrk\s o lQec, Nm\cy w 1020 Directod

Address Telephone *

—

200 (e randd me’ Are. #)o7f ($10) A89-L9lo

City, State, ZIP __ Email . N
. o wren; Y. UE6 o0 N ihze@shClar C’oaﬂ"’}" , o7
SITE DEVELOPMENT : LA

Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s). Clves lﬁNo

Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please
describe what portion and describe use. (This would include cell towers and any non-recreation

buiidings.) [ves XNo

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain. [Ives KINo

|- et e S VR SRR SR AN
Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
if yas, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain. S\fes [INa

Are the faciliies and the site being properly maintained? If no, please explain. EYES [INo

|5 vandalism a problem at this site? I yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.  []Yes lﬁ.[\lo

Page 1 PR1244 (Rev. 07/0712014)




PosT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? _If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain. XlYes [INo
JU%\«\&(/ 15 pe crions bm{ etafl Mflm fenance. as needed year rounb -

_

$ a Program Recegnition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, piease provide a

photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants) K]Yes [INo [IN/A
Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?

(i.e. resident only, league orly, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain. Clyes INo
Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure. CIres ENO

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?

Dawn v Dusk

COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)

Page 2 PR1944 (Rav. 07/07/2014}



POsT COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT - CONT'D
CERTIFICATION

| do hereby certify that | am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the information
and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and belief

Nhna,, //ﬂzfe‘f’ m Vo6 foc2z

Please prift Grantee Authorized Si :mur‘é‘% Date

£ e Azr/wﬂ A/ﬂrmar' e 2 fale 2022
Please print 7 Wéhess SJgna re Date

Send compieted reportto:  POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925

Page 3 PR¥944 (Rev. 07/07/2014]







St. Clair County Parks & Recreation Commission

Wadhams to Avoca Trail




St. Clair County Parks & Recreation Commission

Cofumbus County Park

«\ mm* GRATIOT 5‘
COUNTY PARK "__'*




5t. Clair County Parks & Recreation Commission

Wetlands County Park
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	Insert from: "07 PARC 2022 2026 Plan Documentation Appendix FULL.pdf"
	St. Clair County Parks and Recreation Commission
	St. Clair County Master Recreation Plan Update Survey
	Question Title
	1. What is your age?

	Question Title
	2. Where do you live?

	Question Title
	3. Within the last 12 months, how often have you visited any of the St. Clair County Parks?

	Question Title
	4. Within the last 12 months, how often have you used the Bridge to Bay Trail or Wadhams to Avoca Trail?

	Question Title
	5. How would you rate the quality of operations and maintenance at St. Clair County Parks?

	Question Title
	6. I would like to see the Wadhams to Avoca Trail extended to the City of Yale.

	Question Title
	7. I am satisfied with the overall amount of park land within St. Clair County.

	Question Title
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	23. What other suggestions/comments do you have relative to the future of parks and recreation opportunities in St. Clair County?
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