Yes. I
can do
lunch!

CEC
Virtual

Octoberfest
Lunch and Learn

Tuesdays and Thursdays in October: 11:30 to 12:30

Lunch and Learn
Join other like-minded community leaders to learn exciting
concepts and fresh ideas to refocus and connect your local
communities at this fall Octoberfest virtual gathering of
Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities (CEC). This program is
open to all and geared toward community development
professionals, chamber of commerce staff, DDAs, planners, and
those with an interest in supporting entrepreneurial communities.

Andy Northrop:
northro5@msu.edu
(810) 989-6331

Sessions
This one-of-a-kind CEC will offer presentations on a wide variety
of topics from microbusiness loans, geofencing, food systems,
building strong tribal nations, engagement, and the intersection of
design and crime prevention. Programs will be delivered through
eight (8), one-hour virtual live sessions that will also be recorded
and sent to registrants. Pick your lunch adventure- attend one,
two, five, or all of the sessions. It’s up to you!

Details
Dates/Times: One session from 11:30am to 12:30pm on Tuesdays
and Thursdays through October (October 5-October 28)
Cost: $20/person for all eight sessions
To Register: https://events.anr.msu.edu/CECLunch21

MSU is an affirmative-action, equalopportunity employer, committed to
achieving excellence through a diverse
workforce and inclusive culture that
encourages all people to reach their full
potential. Michigan State University
Extension programs and materials are
open to all without regard to race, color,
national origin, gender, gender identity,
religion, age, height, weight, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital
status, family status or veteran status.
Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension
work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in
cooperation with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. Quentin Tyler, Director, MSU
Extension, East Lansing, MI 48824. This
information is for educational purposes
only. Reference to commercial products
or trade names does not imply
endorsement by MSU Extension or bias
against those not mentioned.

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK @Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities

SESSION INFORMATION (all programs 11:30am-12:30pm)
Tuesday, October 5: Strengthening Community Through Community Engagement. Community
intelligence is key to strengthening your community. Hear about the variety of powerful digital tools at your disposal
and how each can be used to achieve your goal to build understanding, strengthen alignment, shape planning,
and credibly measure success. Do it right. William St. Amour, Cobalt Community Research
Thursday, October 7: The Re-Imagining of Food in Cereal City. In Battle Creek Michigan, partners are
reimagining how Cereal City serves food and farm-based businesses of all sizes. With a USDA Regional Food
System Grant (Food SPICE) through MSU, support from the WK Kellogg Foundation, and the City of Battle Creek
an entrepreneurial ecosystem is growing. Maria Graziani, Center for Regional Food Systems, MSU Extension
Tuesday, October 12: Next Steps in Resiliency: Design to Prevent Crime. Crime can impact our
downtowns, public spaces, and neighborhoods every day. This session will review criminal tendencies and
analyze how our built environment invites or prevents crime. Attendees will gain an understanding of Crime
Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED). Harmony Gmazel, AICP, Government and Community
Vitality Planner, MSU Extension

Thursday, October 14: Ready ... Action: Lessons from Co-Creating Change. Community planning can be
tough, but moving to action is often even more difficult. The Indiana Communities Institute has developed a twoprong approach aimed at supporting community development training and community-based action planning.
“Democratic community change management” is put into practice during this interactive session. Brian Blackford,
Indiana Communities Institute, Ball State University

Tuesday, October 19: Farming: A Strategy for Community Resilience. Farms can be an afterthought when
communities plan for business development and economic success. With more growers focusing on local markets
and/or providing agritourism experiences, it is increasingly the case that what is good for farms is good for towns
and cities. Learn how to strengthen ties and support this important business sector. Wendy Wieland, MSU
Extension and MSU Product Center

Thursday, October 21: Outdoor Industry Assets for Economic Development. Michigan has a legacy and
opportunity in an outdoor industry that is creating new business opportunities. The Michigan Outdoor Recreation
Industry Office has been working with MEDC, to assist Michigan communities in inventorying and understanding
their outdoor recreation assets as part of a more robust economic development diversification strategy. Brad
Garmon, Michigan Outdoor Recreation Industry Office, Michigan DNR

Tuesday, October 26: Community + Collaboration + Connection = Progress. The community foundation
and the SBDC partnered on outreach to minority-owned businesses in St. Clair County. We learned that we need
to do things differently to succeed. Hear the story of how partners come together to solve problems to create an
ecosystem to grow a thriving community of entrepreneurs and small businesses. Shannon Schwabe, Michigan
SBDC and the Community Foundation of St. Clair County

Thursday, October 28: Building Strong Tribal and Local Economies through Unique Partnerships.
Across Indian Country in Michigan, there are relationships and mechanisms underway that propel both local
economic activity and tribal sovereignty. This session will explore what a successful tribal and non-tribal economic
venture looks like. We will highlight unique examples of tribal/local economic ventures and share the impacts these
ventures are having on Michigan’s communities and downtowns. Emily Proctor, Tribal Educator, MSU Extension
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